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9th September 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

It gives me great pleasure to be able to write to you at the start of a new academic year and I 

trust that you had a happy and restful Summer break. It has been wonderful to welcome the 

students back and to enjoy a full school return after so much disruption last year. We are 

obviously delighted to be working in a time where restrictions have been eased and, as such, 

we are enjoying a “new normal”.  We have enjoyed two very productive Inset days at the start 

of term, the students look smart in their uniform and pleased to be back, and there is a palpable 

sense of excitement throughout the school community now that we are enjoying a return to 

normal routines as far as possible.  

I would particularly like to extend a very warm welcome to our Year 7 students as they embark 

on their secondary school career at Oakwood. Staff have reported that the three transition days 

held at the end of August were extremely successful and we are delighted that attendance was 

in excess of 80% for these days. We wish them every happiness and success during their time 

with us. 

I am pleased to be able to report that the school this year were able to celebrate an extremely 

strong set of GCSE results. It was wonderful to see so many students collect good results on 

the 12th August, and to leave Oakwood safe in the knowledge that they were well equipped for 

the next stage of their educational career. As you will be aware the results were gained through 

Teacher Assessed Grades which were consequently moderated by staff and exam boards. I 

am extremely grateful to staff for their hard work in carrying out this difficult process and in 

particular Mr Gladstone and Mrs Naylor for their excellent leadership and oversite of this area. 

We bid a fond farewell to last year’s Year 11 students and wish them every success and 

happiness for the future. 

At the time of writing we are well underway with our second round of lateral flow testing for 

students in readiness for their return to school. As you will be aware the guidance and rules 

around testing and any positive cases have changed over the summer and it is, therefore, 

imperative that we continue to keep the school community as safe as possible. Recent 

statistics show that cases of new variants are still very prevalent so please ensure that you 

continue to test your child twice weekly using lateral flow device kits. We will distribute 

replenishment LFD tests to your child over the coming weeks. In the unfortunate case of a 

positive result, please inform the school immediately and seek to book a PCR confirmation test 

as soon as possible. Please remember that if you, or your child, are identified as a close contact 
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of a positive case there is no longer any need to self-isolate but you should book a PCR test 

immediately to confirm that you remain negative.  

COVID safety measures remain in place in school in line with Government guidance. Please 

remind your child of the importance of good hygiene through adopting the by now well-

embedded routines of Hands Face Space and Catch it, Bin it, Kill it as we strive to keep the 

school community as safe as possible for as long as possible. Sanitiser stations are readily 

available around the school and classroom safety protocols remain in place. There are 

separate playgrounds for each Year group and all of the measures taken have been explained 

to students via Year group assemblies. 

Over the summer holidays I am pleased to report that a considerable amount of building work 

has taken place with regard to site development ready for our growing student numbers. We 

have developed a new Forest School area to support alternative curriculum work as well as 

extending and developing Astroturf areas to the rear and front of the school to facilitate 

additional playground space for our students. A new classroom has been installed to the right 

of the ALF faculty and there has been a great deal of modernisation and refurbishment of ICT 

equipment. In November we anticipate work starting on our new block on the front playground 

with a view to this being completed by Autumn 2022. We anticipate soon returning to our 3G 

Astroturf pitch project and will of course update you as to its progress over the school year. I 

trust that all of these exciting developments will reassure you, as parents, of our commitment 

to improving the site of Oakwood School and the learning environment and facilities available 

to your child. 

This year we are excited to be planning a face to face live Open Evening in addition to the 

virtual version that we used on our website last year. The evening will take place on Thursday 

14th October and will be run with alternate timings and arrangements to ensure we are 

compliant with COVID safety restrictions. Further details about this important event will be 

publicised shortly. Please note that, as always, this day will be an early closure for students, 

at 12.25pm, to allow staff adequate opportunity to prepare the school site.  

Please note that to honour the Queen’s platinum jubilee we have an extra day’s holiday on 

Friday 22nd October in lieu of the additional bank holiday which falls in the summer half-term 

break. Please note that Surrey County Council have stated, following consultation with the 

teaching unions, that:  

“This day should be treated as a non-pupil day, so community and VC schools will finish 

for the autumn half-term break on Thursday 21 October… Legal Services confirmed to 

us that the local authority could not delegate this decision to individual community and 

VC schools.”  

As a final reminder please could I respectfully urge all parents to support us in our drive to 

maintain high standards of uniform, jewellery and equipment. We have enjoyed a happy and 

successful start to the school year and it is a real tonic to see so many students clearly pleased 

to be back at school. This can only be sustained if students are well prepared for their lessons 

and time is not wasted through having to address standards of uniform, reinforce jewellery 

rules and ensure students are properly prepared and equipped for learning in the classroom. 

Much has been publicised about schools striving to support their students to catch up post-

COVID; this will only be fully effective if learning time is maximised through getting the basics 

right and I am confident that we can count on your support in this area. 



 

It only remains for me to thank you for your continued support for the school, in particular during 

the last 18 months. Many of you have been kind enough to express your gratitude for the way 

in which the school has dealt with the challenges of the COVID 19 pandemic and I would like 

to reassure you that our unstinting efforts will continue as we support your child in catching up 

and securing their future progress. We look forward to a successful and prosperous year 

ahead.  

Onward and upward! 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr S Potten 

Headteacher 

 


