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GOVERNORS’ POLICY STATEMENT 
 
 
 
 

(12E)    HOMEWORK POLICY 

 
 
 
 
This policy is intended to ensure that everyone (students, parents and staff) understands what is 
expected of them as part of our home-school partnership.  Homework activities consolidate and 
reinforce skills and understanding.  They are important because they extend school learning. 
 
The principles of this policy applies to all Governors, staff, students, parents and community 
members. 
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 Oakwood School Homework Policy 

 

 

1.  The value of homework  
 

There has been much academic research into the value of homework with contradictory 
findings. There is a strong correlation, however, between homework and student 
performance for some students. The suggestion is that it is not the hours of homework but 
the quality and the discipline of completing homework which supports student achievement. 
Some top achieving countries, like Singapore, assign their students lots of homework. 
Finland, for example, succeeds without much homework. On average, Finnish students do 
only about three hours of homework a week, yet in 2012 they scored sixth highest in the 
world in reading and 12th highest in maths on the OECD’s international test, known as 
PISA or Programme for International Student Assessment. (See Appendix 1) 
 
Homework has the most positive impact on student learning when; 

 

• It is done by the student to the best of their ability 
• Students have a quiet, designated place at home to complete homework 

• Students develop a routine for completing homework at home 

• Parents are supportive and encouraging 
• Teachers plan for homework as an integral part of student learning 

 

2.  How homework supports the learning and development of Oakwood students 
 

• Supports classroom practice enabling students to extend learning. 

• Enables students to practise skills learned in the classroom and so deeply embeds 
knowledge. 

• Promotes personal and independent research and learning. 

• Allows for differentiation where the more able extend their learning. 

• Encourages key behavioural skills such as self-reliance, time management and personal 
organisation. 

• Encourages the development of research and presentation skills. 

• Allows for the testing of knowledge and the practising of techniques pertinent to criteria for 
assessment in examinations. 

• Promotes enjoyment of learning for its own sake. 
 

 
3.   Setting of homework 

 

• Homework must be planned for as an integral part of student learning. High quality, 
coordinated, interesting and well planned homework will support student achievement. 

• Homework must be purposeful, realistic, meaningful and appropriately challenging for all 
students. 

• Clear deadlines for completion must be provided by the teacher at the time the 
homework is set. 

• Teachers will set homework using the online Satchel software. This allows 
students and parents to access the task and any supporting materials.  

• Homework may be marked, assessed and feedback will be provided to the students in line 
with the School’s Teaching, Learning and Assessment policies. Homework may also be set 
that will not be marked but will form an integral part of the lesson, this is sometimes referred 
to as ‘Flipped learning’ 

• During Key Stage 3, Independent Study may also form part of the student’s homework 
allocation.  During this time the student should engage with personal learning to 
enhance, support and extend his/her own learning. 

 
4.   Importance of feedback to students on the quality of their work 
 

Our students benefit from frequent, detailed feedback on the quality of their work.  This 
feedback is provided both verbally and in written form.  To help our students make 
continuous, sustainable progress our comments focus on “what has been successful” and 
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“what students need to do” to improve their work. Our policy is based on a model where the 
successful elements within the student’s work are celebrated, and clear, concise advice or 
feedback, specific to individual students, is given and students respond to the teacher by 
writing corrections and/or amendments in green pen.  

 
5.   Feedback from parents 

 
Homework is set and recorded, both by students in their lessons, and using a software 
package called Satchel, formally known as Show My Homework, accessible through the 
school website. This resource allows parents to monitor their child’s homework.  Traditional, 
paper based student organisers are also used to ensure that all families have equal access 
to this information. 
 
Parents are encouraged to use the student organiser as a means of communicating with 
their child’s form tutor.  For individual subject related matters, parents are invited to contact 
their child’s subject teacher via telephone, email or face-to-face meeting.  Formal parent 
consultation meetings are organised at least annually.  The parents of children whose 
progress is causing concern may also be invited to additional consultation meetings. 
 
Students are encouraged to enter into learning related dialogues with their teachers 
regarding homework tasks.  This may take place via Satchel or by verbal communication 
between the teacher and student. 

 
6. Homework assignments 

Homework tasks should be differentiated so that students are able to access the homework 
in line with their ability.  The students should feel that the work is demanding and they should 
understand the purpose of what they are asked to do. Tasks may vary widely during the 
course of the two key stages depending upon the courses which the students follow. 
 
Homework tasks may be set to be completed on separate assignment sheets, on work 
sheets or in exercise books. They are wide ranging in style from revision of rules or formulae 
to written tasks or essays. 
 
Students record the work set during the lesson and ensure their understanding of the 
homework tasks before leaving the lesson in question. Students must then demonstrate a 
commitment to spending the correct allocated time doing the tasks set and handing the work 
back on time. 

 
7. Procedure when there is a concern over engagement or homework completion. 

 
• If a student fails to complete homework, this will be dealt with by the subject teacher 

and/or subject leader following the school’s policy.  
• If a parent is concerned over any aspect of homework he/she is encouraged to contact the 

school immediately either through the student organiser or through email. 
• Homework, as well as classwork will be monitored by Heads of Faculty and other school 

leaders as part of our on-going work scrutiny and quality assurance measures. 
• Homework is included as part of the School Council agenda. 

 

8.    Tips for parents 
 

• Keep a designated homework area at home. 

• Help keep a routine for your child when s/he comes to do homework. 

• Praise and encourage your child to help boost his/her confidence. 

• Refrain from completing your child’s homework for him/her. 

• Ask your child about the homework and sign the student organiser.  
• Use the Extended Learning Club  

(Monday – Thursday, 3.05 – 4.00pm in the Study Centre). 
• Don't get stressed out by homework - if you are, your child will be too. If there is an          

issue please contact the school. 
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APPENDIX 1:  
Comparison of homework hours set by OECD countries and its impact 

:  

 
 

Note: OECD – The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
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