
     

TOP TIPS TO STARTING COLLEGE 

Sixth Form College – locally this may be Reigate or Collyers Sixth Form Colleges. 

Look to the future. Start thinking about leaving from the moment you walk through the door in 
Year 12. Strange though it sounds, time will fly by and it is essential that you start well 
academically. 

Get organised with the little things. By its very definition, Sixth Form life is about independence 
and taking responsibility for your own development and progress. Get organised from the start; it 
should be a given that you have pens, folders, and any other specialist equipment that you need 
for your subjects. It might be possible to get help with buying equipment from the College if you 
have financial difficulty. Make sure you know your Target and Predicted grades and that your 
teacher has given you the mark scheme for any relevant unit, so you know what you have to do to 
achieve a pleasing grade. 

Get organised with the big things. Your timetable at sixth form will look very different to the one 
you have been used to at school. You will have “free” lessons – these are in fact study periods! It 
is no use leaving preparation for your classes, coursework, or examinations until the very last 
moment. That is a formula for disaster. Utilise all your free time wisely during the school day- resist 
the urge to just sit around with friends and chat. Lunchtime and breaks are for socialising. Instead, 
organise a plan which means that you are reviewing your learning as you do it, unit by unit. An 
hour a night – day in and day out – will pay dividends in the long run in terms of deepening your 
knowledge. Even twenty minutes on the bus in the morning checking your homework will really 
help you to prepare for the day. 

Study with friends. There is no need to handle all your coursework or revision alone. Get 
together with a group of friends to work on some of your assignments. Find a study buddy. 
Organise an evening lesson review session each week, get the pizzas in, and help each other 
learn the stuff that you found hard this week! You’ll find the support incredibly useful and it’s a lot 
more fun than working solo.  

Don’t just read. You need to be using active learning strategies: mind maps, colour coding, time 
lines, visual imagery – the list of techniques to embed your knowledge and develop core subject 
skills is literally massive! See your subject teacher for specific tips. Find out what works best for 
you. And do it. 

Do read though - a lot! Not just the work you have been set, but background reading – reading 
around the subject. Look online – go to the College Library! 

Looking to the future – part 2 Start your Personal Statement, or employment CV, by Christmas 
of Year 12. That way, you will immediately see where your gaps are and you can start planning to 
address them whilst you have the time. It’s a competitive world out there and things like work 
experience can make all the difference but need time to arrange. 

Keep your perspective. Sixth Form life is challenging, but it should be fun. Not only do you get to 
do subjects of your choice, but you have more freedom, and some excellent opportunities for 
extra-curricular enrichment. Take advantage of this. But keep a balance: you need rest, good food, 
and some relaxation each week. If things become too hard, seek advice early and tell someone. 
You will always be helped. 



Finally – You realise you have made the wrong choice of subject/college. DON’T PANIC! Every 

year students change their courses and sometimes the college (although this is more difficult). Not 

everyone will make the right decision from the outset. If you are sure the course is not what you 

want – then ask to change! Time is of the essence! The longer you stay in something you don’t 

like, the longer until you can start your new dream course, so do your research, make an informed 

decision and go for it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


