
TOP TIPS TO STARTING COLLEGE 

 

Further Education College – locally these may include East Surrey, Crawley, Brinsbury. 

Further education colleges are attended by people of all ages – unlike schools – from 16 to 90+ 
although most students are between 16 and 18 years old as all young people must now stay in 
learning until their 18th birthday. 

FE college is a totally different world to school or sixth form college: you are expected to be 
responsible and take control of your own time-management, which can be great for those craving 
more independence. 

The environment is also less formal: you’re likely to be on first name terms with most of the staff, 
whatever their age, and it’s unlikely there will be any dress code – definitely not a school uniform – 
which can be very appealing to some young people. 

A full time course at college may be 16 hours a week, which can mean a student can have a part-

time job at the same time (but they will be expected to complete course work and projects too!). 

Students required to re-sit or take English and maths as part of their study programme may be in 

college for more hours each week. 

You should make sure you know what specialist equipment you need for your course – eg steel 

toe capped boots, overalls, hair dressing scissors etc etc. You will be expected to provide your 

own equipment unless the college tells you differently. 

Plan your journey – what time does the bus leave to get you there on time? How long will it take 

you to get there? 

What will you eat? The colleges will have canteens, some food might be subsidised – cheaper – 

eat well! Don’t just go for junk food. Take drinks with you – healthy drinks, not sugary ones. The 

days will be longer, you need to be healthy! 

Exercise – you won’t be having any PE lessons – how, when will you exercise? This is so 

important for your physical, mental and emotional well-being. Join a college club, gym etc – 

combine socialising with exercise. 

Start thinking about your future - where will this new qualification take you? Look for part time or 

voluntary work in your area of study. You need to build contacts for future employment or an 

apprenticeship. Practical experience and demonstrating a willingness to work hard count for a lot. 

What are the employment opportunities in the area for you?! 

Finally – You realise you have made the wrong choice of subject/college. DON’T PANIC! Every 

year students change their courses and sometimes the college (although this is more difficult). Not 

everyone will make the right decision from the outset. If you are sure the course is not what you 

want – then ask to change! Time is of the essence! The longer you stay in something you don’t 

like, the longer until you can start your new dream course, so do your research, make an informed 

decision and go for it! 


