
Preventing Trespass on the Railway: 
 
 
We write to you to ask for your support in raising awareness of preventing unauthorised 
access to the railway - trespass - and ensuring that children and young people use the 
railway safely.   
  
The latest figures from the National Disruption Fusion Unit show that twenty five percent of 
all national rail trespass is by children or young people. That’s hundreds of children per year 
across the country endangering themselves.  Tragically, over the last 10 years 170 young 
people have lost their lives trespassing on the railway.  Others have been terribly injured.    
  
Network Rail, Govia Thameslink Railway and the British Transport Police have come 
together in our area even stronger than before to recently up our investment in patrolling to 
ensure that young people are spotted and safely escorted from the railway. 
  
The danger is real, terrible injuries can, and have, occurred where young people have 
trespassed onto the railway.  We want to prevent that, we want every child and young 
person to be safe and to do that they need to interact with the railway in the authorised way 
only.   
  
The key messages are:-  
  

 Never enter the railway environment except through normal use of stations and 
proper use of level crossings  

 Passenger services are not the only users of the rail network – freight trains run all 
through the day and night 

 Never anticipate that you know when the next train is due. Fewer passenger trains 
running on the rail network allows more freight services to operate during the day, 
transporting vital goods around the country. A freight train can travel at up to 100mph 
and cannot stop except over a long distance 

 The electricity is always live – never touch or go near to the overhead line equipment  
 Trespass is a criminal offence and you could receive a criminal record and £1000 

fine 
 If you see something that worries you just text 61016; in an emergency, dial 999. 

  
Network Rail do see an increase in child and young person trespass when schools are 
closed.  They do run special joint operations with the British Transport Police to increase 
patrols at these times.   
  
We have attached a safety poster provided by Network Rail. Network Rail has also released 
a railway safety campaign video - You Vs Train - http://youvstrain.co.uk/.  We recommend 

parents and care givers view this with their child in case they find some of the scenes 
emotionally upsetting.   
 
Please keep safe at all times. 
 
Kind regards 
 
The Safeguarding Team 
  
 

http://youvstrain.co.uk/

