
PHOTOGRAPHY GCSE 

Contact:  Mr R Hughes          Board: Pearson EDEXCEL  Syllabus: Photography 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

This popular course has now been offered at Oakwood for four years.  Based in a purpose built 

Photography studio, GCSE Photography reflects the changing nature of the Creative Industries and 

advances in photographic technology.  Studying photography at GCSE is an excellent starting point for 

further education and careers in Web Design, Creative Media, Fine Art Photography and Editorial 

Photography.  The visual communication and computer skills taught on the course can be applied to any 

career where pupils need to make their point quickly and effectively. 

THE COURSE 

The Photography GCSE is based upon the Art and Design structure but students will use photography 

as their primary way of working.  Students do not need to have any prior experience in photography but 

a solid grounding in visual art is essential.  Documenting work in journals requires good presentation 

skills and students are constantly asked to think creatively.  

In keeping with advances in photography the majority of pupils  work will be in a digital form, strong 

computer skills will make it easier to progress quickly. 

The work of other artists and photographers will be researched as an integral part of the course and 

students are expected to visit London Galleries and/or local exhibitions. 

Students will need to have access to a digital camera at home.  It does not need to be a SLR 

camera but should be suitably complex in its controls giving options to control exposure, focus 

and image qualities. A phone camera or small compact would make it very difficult for students 

to achieve their potential.  Students will have access to computers with Photoshop and colour printers 

at school and, whilst an advantage, these will not be needed at home.      

An examination in Year 10 and a mock examination in Year 11 will be set so that students become adept 

at planning their work and their time.  These will become part of the Personal Portfolio. Exams in 

Photography are structured as a period of preparation of approximately three months and a sustained 

period of study lasting two days to edit or print the final images. 



COURSEWORK/ASSESSMENT 

In order to complete the course students will be required to submit: 

Course Component:  

1.  Personal Portfolio                                60% of the marks 

2.  Supporting studies and the resulting work from a ten hour sustained study     40% of the marks 

 

The work will be assessed at an exhibition of students’ work at the school, which will be submitted for 

marking, including work journals.  It is important to note that ALL work done over the 2 years 

including homework is assessed as part of the final GCSE. 

 

Homework is a minimum of 90 minutes each week and students are also expected to spend time in 

the Art Department after school on a regular basis. 

 

 

 

 

The assessment objectives test the students’ ability to: 

• Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical 

understanding of sources. 

• Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting 

with appropriate techniques and processes. 

• Record ideas observations and insights using their camera 

or through making notes in their journal. 

• Realise ideas and intentions, creating final pieces and 

considering carefully how their photograph is presented or 

the format it is finally realised in. 

 

 

 

 

SUPPORTING YOUR WORK 

 

A work journal will form the student’s visual diaries of ideas 

and starting points for making images and students will need a range of inexpensive materials to work 

on this at home. All students will be expected to make independent trips to locations to take photos.  

Topics and focuses might include the sea shore, industrial scenes, people, travel, performance, still life, 

nature.  There is no feasible way of bringing all of these subjects into the classroom, hence, students 

must accept a lot of their homework will be independently seeking out these opportunities.  

 

Photography can provide a necessary balance to subjects traditionally accepted as being more 

academic.  Although the required commitment in terms of time is significantly more than other subjects, 

the nature of the work is different from other subjects in that it has a high practical content.  There is no 

written examination. 

 

The course provides an excellent stepping stone to any creative subject at college. 


