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23rd March 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
After the partial school closure, I am writing to you to give an update of the current status of 
Oakwood School. I would also like to try and reassure Year 11 parents by providing you with 
what information we know regarding exam grades, following further announcements from the 
Secretary of State for Education and the exam regulators. 
 
Firstly, we welcomed 12 students to school this morning and they have undertaken an 
amended timetable which will be fully staffed. I am naturally very grateful to staff for ensuring 
that these students will receive a purposeful provision during their time in school during this 
worrying time. As an added precaution, please note that students will no longer have to come 
to school in uniform and staff will also be able to relax their dress code. After careful 
deliberation, this has been decided to enable all in the school community to wear clothes that 
are easier to regularly wash, given the current importance of maintaining high levels of 
effective hygiene. 
 
With regard to Year 11 arrangements, students were informed in last week’s assemblies that, 
although we would not be able to hold the normal end of year celebrations, we would defer 
the order of Leavers’ hoodies and ensure that we hold a celebratory reunion event befitting of 
their time at Oakwood, once this situation has all blown over.  
 
I fully appreciate student and parent concern over their future results and exam grades. Over 
the weekend, we have received the following advice from regulators and exam boards, which 
summarises the main points of the Secretary of State for Education’s statement…… 
 

• Regulators will develop and set out a process that will provide a calculated grade 
to each student which reflects their performance as fairly as possible, and will work 
with us and the other exam boards to ensure this is consistently applied for all 
students. 

 
• Exam boards will be asking teachers, who know their students well, to submit their 

judgement about the grade that they believe the student would have received if 
exams had gone ahead. 

 
• To produce this, teachers will be asked to take into account a range of evidence 

and data including performance on mock exams and non-exam assessment. Clear 
guidance on how to do this fairly and robustly will be provided to schools and 
colleges soon. 
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• Exam boards will then combine this information with other relevant data, including 
prior attainment, and use this information to produce a calculated grade for each 
student, which will be a best assessment of the work they have put in. 

 
• Regulators and exam boards will be discussing with teachers’ representatives 

before finalising the approach, to ensure that it’s as fair as possible. More 
information will be provided as soon as possible. 

 
• The aim is to provide these calculated grades to students before the end of July. 

 
• These grades will be indistinguishable from those provided in other years. 

 
• We’ll also aim to ensure that the distribution of grades follows a similar pattern to 

that in other years, so that this year’s students aren’t disadvantaged. 
 

• Students will be able to appeal their grades if they don’t believe the right process 
has been followed. 

 
• There will also be an option to sit exams early in the next academic year for any 

students who wish to – and students can also choose to sit exams next summer. 
 
I feel strongly that there are a couple of points to bear in mind here. We have been told that 
we are likely to receive the further guidance in April. Therefore, whilst it is stated that grade 
pattern distribution will likely follow that of last year, it is also explicit that Teacher 
Assessment will be taken into account. The best thing your child can do, therefore, is to keep 
working/revising and submitting all completed work to their teachers for review and marking. 
This can then better inform teacher assessment and is likely to increase your child’s chances 
of getting a more favourable forecast. 
 
I hope you will find this helpful and at least partly reassuring. One thing can be guaranteed at 
this worrying time and that is our unswerving commitment to support you and your child’s 
progress and welfare throughout this period. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 


