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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
In these uncertain times I would like to take this opportunity to write to you to clarify the 
response from Oakwood School between now and Easter.  
 
You will be aware that the government have announced that schools should remain open 
only for vulnerable students (those with EHCPs and/or with an attached social worker) and 
those children of key workers. Please therefore refer to the communication sent out earlier 
today and let us have the required information as soon as possible so that we are able to 
compile accurate records in readiness for next week. 
 
The timings of the school day next week will be as normal, subject to staff capacity once we 
have a clear picture of their own individual and family needs. 
 
This morning I have held staff meetings, as well as a Year 11 assembly to ensure that we 
finish this week as positively as possible. The theme will always be from Oakwood that, while 
we are “physically shut”, we will always remain “open” in terms of communication and 
support for Oakwood families and the local community.  
 
Mr Easlick yesterday circulated a document outlining details of potential Mental Health 
support for those suffering from heightened anxiety during this difficult time. We are also in 
the process of collecting food which will be delivered to those students and families entitled 
to Free School Meals who are currently unable to attend school. We are also working very 
closely with Horley Food Bank to ensure we support these vulnerable students and local 
vulnerable families. Once we have details of the proposed government voucher scheme we 
will of course inform you accordingly.  
 
It has come to our notice that with all of the distance learning being put in place, some of the 
learning platforms are being placed under considerable pressure. To support students at 
Oakwood School please could I therefore strongly suggest that you attempt to access 
materials in the same order as lessons on your school timetable. This should help alleviate 
too much demand on any one platform at any one time. 
 
With regard to Year 11 progress and the situation regarding their GCSE grades, it is 
suspected that we will hear an announcement from the Prime minister on Friday. This 
morning I have given a clear message to Year 11 students that it is vital that they maintain 
their focus, access online resources and continue with their revision. Teachers at Oakwood 
are currently compiling their final forecast grade based on teacher assessment, attitude to 
learning, and work completion. I strongly suspect that these important grades may have a 
bearing on how the government decides upon their final outcomes. Please therefore support 
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your child by encouraging good work habits at home and by ensuring that communication is 
maintained with relevant staff. Students may contact teachers directly though Show My 
homework and only parents may contact teachers directly with curriculum/learning enquires 
through the usual Oakwood email address system. 
 
Please also note that we have had notice from the library service that in order to support 
students who are unable to access school at this time the library service is providing free use 
of our public pcs and free printing facilities for students to complete homework.  
They do not need to have a library card, this service is now available to all students for free 
with or without library membership. 
 
I would like to finish on a significant positive. Staff, students and parents alike of this 
wonderful school community have been nothing short of magnificent during this 
unprecedented turbulence. It has always been a pleasure and a privilege to lead Oakwood 
School, and now more so than ever. It is unsurprising that a number of people, including 
myself, were very emotional this morning. I am delighted therefore to announce that 
tomorrow will be a “mufti” day for the remaining students in school. All students have been 
asked to bring either a food donation or £1 by way of contribution to Horley Food Bank. 
Furthermore we will be holding a Leaver’s Assembly for Year 11 during period 5. We simply 
cannot allow these wonderful students’ “graduation” to go uncelebrated. They are already 
busy signing shirts and it is only right that we bid them a fond farewell. 
 
I hope that this covers all information required by parents for the time being. I would once 
again like to thank you for your kindness and support in recent times and wish you all the 
very best in the coming weeks. 
 
As ever, onward and upward. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher  


