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Rationale for the unit –  
Students learn about the changes to 
American society between 1920 and 1973. 
The unit covers a variety of specific events, 
and how they affected the lives of the 
American people over this time. The unit 
also looks at how different groups of 
American people were treated over this 
period, covering issues of racism and 
sexism. Finally, there is a look at how 
American culture changed over this time 
period, and how this reflected or influenced 
people’s attitudes at various times. This unit 
tests students’ abilities to explain causes of 
changes, as well as to analyse and account 
for different view of events. 

 
Where the unit fits in 
The Big Picture 

This unit forms a quarter of the final grade of 
the GCSE course. It is done in the second 
half of year 10, and it links to things that 
students studied in year 8, especially 
looking at American culture and the Civil 
Rights movement. A few of the terms and 
themes of the unit, and some of the time 
periods covered, link to the previous unit in 
the course, Conflict and Tension Between 
East and West 1945-1972. 

Skills Ladder 
At the end of this unit 
 
Emerging:  
Will be able to describe many changes in America between 1920 
and 1973. 
 
Developing: 
Will also be able to describe how different people were treated at 
different times in American history. 
 
Securing: 
Will be able to explain how much people’s lives improved or got 
worse at different times, and will be able to account for different 
opinions on events in American history. 
 
Mastering: 
Will be able to show analyse the causes and consequences of 
different events in American history, and fully explain how events 
affected people’s opinions at different times. 
 
SEND STRATEGIES: 
Students make are given relevant key words in lessons. A variety 
of visual, written, and video sources are used. There are many 
opportunities for carousel and enquiry tasks where pupils work 
together, rather than listen to the teacher give long instructions. 
Pairings and groupings will be directed and prompted by the 
teacher. The pace of the lessons ensure there are lots of visual 
images which are discussed in pairs and as a class. Pupils are 
invited to present and record their findings as they wish, with 
ideas given for structure. The pace of lessons means that tasks 
are broken down into manageable chunks. Order and sequencing 
of tasks are clearly explained on the powerpoint. Homework is all 
differentiated showing students different levels of response this 
set on FROG with worksheets.  
 

 

Language for learning – Key Words 

Boom, Bust, Civil Rights etc. 
Resources: 

Main textbook – Understanding the Modern World (AQA), Hodder. 
New very good textbook that could be purchased by students – America 
1920-1973: Opportunity and Inequality (AQA), Oxford. 
 
End Product – Take away: and assessment opportunities 
Final assessment will be as part of the Understanding the Modern World exam, forming half 
of a 1 hour 45 minute exam at the end of year 11. Regular exam question and knowledge 
tests will take place every 5 or 6 lessons. At the end of the unit, a full 50 minute end of unit 
test will take place. This unit will also form part of the year 10 and year 11 mock exams. 
 

Cross Curricular Links: 
Links to various novels that students may cover in KS3 English, especially about race 
relations.  
Opportunities to link to music/media courses when covering culture of the 20’s, 30’s and 
50’s 
 

SMSC and BV: (Refer to gridmaker)  
Unit covers discussion of issues linking to sexism, racism, immigration, and government 
action.  

 
 
Out-of-school learning: 
- Students will be provided with knowledge (NED) sheets to help with revision, and tested 
on their revision of them roughly every two weeks. 
- Some practice questions will also be sent home. 

 
 

Safeguarding considerations:  
Risk in classrooms is limited as students are placed in a seating plan. Pictures and videos 
used in the lesson are carefully selected and disturbing images are not used. 

 
 

 


