
Oakwood School 
HISTORY 
COLD WAR Scheme of Work Over Sheet 
2017/2018 
AUTUMN / WINTER TERM 

Rationale for the unit –  
Students learn about the origins, 
development, and transformation of the Cold 
War between the years 1945 and 1972, in a 
unit called Conflict and Tension between 
East and West, 1945-1972. The unit looks at 
how the Cold War began at the end of World 
War 2, and how it developed over time to 
influence a variety of events and conflicts 
around the world. Unit covers various skills, 
including cause and consequence, the utility 
of sources, and the analysis of the 
development of conflict over time. 

 
Where the unit fits in 
The Big Picture 

This unit forms a quarter of the final grade of 
the GCSE course. It is done at the start of 
year 10 as it follows directly on from where 
we ended KS3 history, at the dropping of the 
atom bomb on Hiroshima and the end of 
World War 2. A few of the terms and themes 
of the unit, and some of the time periods 
covered, link to the next unit in the course, 
America 1920-1973: Opportunity and 
Inequality. 

Skills Ladder 
At the end of this unit 
 
Emerging:  
Will be able to describe many events of the Cold War, and say 
briefly why they annoyed the other side. 
 
Developing: 
Will also be able to accurately assess the causes of many of 
these events, and say what the results were of them. 
 
Securing: 
Will be able to explain who was responsible for the Cold War 
intensifying / calming at various points, and compare levels of 
responsibility for different events. 
 
Mastering: 
Will be able to show links between different events, comparing the 
actions of different sides and understanding short and long term 
consequences of events. 
 
SEND STRATEGIES: 
Students make are given relevant key words in lessons. A variety 
of visual, written, and video sources are used. There are many 
opportunities for carousel and enquiry tasks where pupils work 
together, rather than listen to the teacher give long instructions. 
Pairings and groupings will be directed and prompted by the 
teacher. The pace of the lessons ensure there are lots of visual 
images which are discussed in pairs and as a class. Pupils are 
invited to present and record their findings as they wish, with 
ideas given for structure. The pace of lessons means that tasks 
are broken down into manageable chunks. Order and sequencing 
of tasks are clearly explained on the powerpoint. Homework is all 
differentiated showing students different levels of response this 
set on FROG with worksheets.  
 

 

Language for learning – Key Words 

Cold war, communism, capitalism. 
Resources: 

Main textbook – Understanding the Modern World (AQA), Hodder. 
New very good textbook that could be purchased by students – Conflict 
and Tension Between East and West 1945-1972 (AQA), Oxford. 
 
End Product – Take away: and assessment opportunities 
Final assessment will be as part of the Understanding the Modern World exam, forming half 
of a 1 hour 45 minute exam at the end of year 11. Regular exam question and knowledge 
tests will take place every 5 or 6 lessons. At the end of the unit, a full 50 minute end of unit 
test will take place. This unit will also form part of the year 10 and year 11 mock exams. 
 

Cross Curricular Links: 
A good knowledge of world geography will help with understanding the locations of the 
various conflicts.  
 
 

SMSC and BV: (Refer to gridmaker)  
Unit covers different types of government, and the dangers of totalitarianism.  

 
 
Out-of-school learning: 
- Students will be provided with knowledge (NED) sheets to help with revision, and tested 
on their revision of them roughly every two weeks. 
- Some practice questions will also be sent home. 
- Students will have the opportunity to go on a school trip to Berlin to enrich understanding 
of different aspects of the course. 

 
 

Safeguarding considerations:  
Risk in classrooms is limited as students are placed in a seating plan. Pictures and videos 
used in the lesson are carefully selected and disturbing images are not used. 

 
 

 


