
Core GCSE Religious Studies

• Religious Education, PSHE and 
Citizenship are Core subjects

• 4 lessons a fortnight (6 for 
options) 

• At Oakwood we complete a GCSE 
RE syllabus that covers PSHE and 
citizenship topics 

• 2 x 1 ¾ hour exams at the end of 
year 11.  No coursework. 

• Excellent results – RE is generally 
one of student’s top grades



Topics we cover 
Year 10  - Ethics through 

Christianity 

• Christian Beliefs 

• Living the Christian Life

• Marriage and the Family

• Matters of Life and Death

Year 11  - Peace and 

Conflict through Islam

• Muslim Beliefs 

• Living the Muslim Life

• Crime and Punishment

• Peace and Conflict

The emphasis is on understanding a range of different attitudes towards 
the issues studied including non-religious views and being able to make 
justified judgements about which attitudes are the most convincing.  



Skills and links to 

further study

Key Skills

• People Skills

• Critical Thinking and 

evaluative skills

• Current Affairs

Subjects for further study

• Theology

• Sociology

• Anthropology

• Psychology

• Economics

• Philosophy

• Law

• Politics

Religious Studies is highly regarded by top colleges and Russell Group 
universities including Oxford and Cambridge as a subject which provides a good 

preparation for university level study.



Links to careers
Typical Employers 

• National and local government, -

including the Civil Service and government 

agencies, as well as non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs)

• Education - schools, colleges and 

universities (for teaching and research 

positions)

• Charity sector, voluntary and not-for-profit 

organizations

• Religious organizations  - such as the 

Church 

• Social services and other caring 

professions

• The National Health Service (NHS)

• Financial and Legal firms

• Media companies –TV, Film, journalisms, 

Advertising, 

• Sales and marketing and PR  companies

Case studies 

• Follow the link below to hear from three 

Theology graduates from Exeter university 

about how studying religion helps them in 

their careers in the Charity Sector, as a TV 

producer and as a Civil Servant (working for 

the government)

• https://m.youtube.com/channel/UC2rWLXgsU

6fzz4P3o9OBz2A?fbclid=IwAR3F7zzHapf1Vy

Y-dNvXZQmHCUBXWlG7k6y2-

rFEKW3aivdYmZhrrB-krag

https://m.youtube.com/channel/UC2rWLXgsU6fzz4P3o9OBz2A?fbclid=IwAR3F7zzHapf1VyY-dNvXZQmHCUBXWlG7k6y2-rFEKW3aivdYmZhrrB-krag


Student testimonials 

Ellie Burge 

I really enjoy RE; it is such an 

important subject to learn. It’s 

crucial that we learn about other 

people’s beliefs and why they 

have those opinions, which may 

be different from our own. It helps 

you to respect other people’s 

faith and choices in everyday life, 

which is really interesting and a 

key skill to have. You’ll need RE 

all the way through your life with 

whoever you may meet 

Umar Ahmed-Amin

GCSE RE has allowed me to 

understand other people's beliefs 

which have benefited me in learning 

different lifestyles. It has helped me 

learn how to see matters from both 

sides, argue for each, and make up 

my own opinion on which argument is 

most convincing. The best part about 

RE is you're not right or wrong; you 

learn how to form your opinion and 

argue for what you think is right. I wish 

you all the best of luck and enjoy the 

course -


