
Welcome to MFL

Oakwood School

2021

“Modern Languages prepare you 
for Modern Life”



Things to consider for the future.

⚫ Speaking a Foreign Language looks good on 

university applications.

⚫ You will have to compete with bilingual or 
even trilingual peers from Europe.

⚫ You are unlikely to work for a company that 
will not be trading with at least one foreign 
country.

⚫ It is a good choice if you are unsure of your 
future career.



Where can languages take you?



GSCE Languages at Oakwood: 
frequently asked questions.

“Can I take a language ?”

Provided you are prepared to work hard and 
try your best, all pupils will be considered , 
irrespective of their chosen routes.

“What are the course requirements? “

We follow the AQA specification : 4 skills are 
tested at the end of the 2 year GCSE 
course: Listening, Reading, Writing and 
Speaking are each worth 25% of the final 
exams .



GSCE Languages at Oakwood: 
frequently asked questions.

“Which languages will be offered this year?”

The majority of pupils choosing to take a 
Foreign Language will be offered their first 
language, French or German, to continue into 
KS4.

“ Can I take my second language for GCSE? “

This decision will be made depending on a 
pupil’s performance, resilience and 
dedication shown to the 2nd Language over 
the past year considering the challenges 
pupils have had to face .



GSCE Languages at Oakwood: 
How is the curriculum delivered at KS4?

⚫ At the start of Year 10 we bridge the gaps in pupils’ 
knowledge by revisiting key grammar, tenses and 
structures whilst introducing the main topics on the 
AQA schemes of work.

⚫ Pupils will be encouraged to develop their confidence 
in all 4 skills and to learn to become independent 
learners, with the full support of their teachers, 3 of 
whom are native speakers.

⚫ Pupils will have online access in school and at home 
to active learning platforms such as Kerboodle and 
Vocab Express to enhance their learning of 
vocabulary and to supplement class room Teaching 
and Learning in all skills. 



AQA Resources



GSCE Languages at Oakwood: 
How is progress assessed?

⚫ There will be regular vocabulary and grammar tests , 
as at KS3.

⚫ There will be AQA exam type mini Assessments each 
half term based on the topic being studied.

⚫ Under normal circumstances, pupils will take a GCSE 
practice exam in Year 10 and a mock exam in all 4 
skills in Year 11.

⚫ At the end of the 2 year course, all 4 skills will be 
tested and marked by AQA.

⚫ The speaking exam takes place with the class teacher 
in May before the formal GCSE exams begin. 



What do our current KS4 pupils say 
about their MFL Options.

Comments from pupils in Year 10:

⚫ “I think that studying a language is amazing as it will allow you to 

expand your knowledge and will also allow you to have a wider range of 

career choices as you are able to communicate with people who may 

not speak English. However, studying a language isn’t all about your 

future, it also allows you to learn whilst having fun! I feel that I am 

making great progress…….”

⚫ “I chose GCSE French because I wanted to learn another language and 

learn more about their culture. I like studying a language as it is very 

interesting. I think I have made good progress in this first year of GCSE 

French as I feel I have not just been thrown into it, my teacher has 

slowly introduced new things so it isn't as challenging as I first 

thought.”



What do our current KS4 pupils say 
about their MFL Options.

Comments from pupils in Year 11:

⚫ “Why did you choose to take a language? When I began looking at 

different colleges, a lot of them like you to have a language as it shows 

you have a wide variety of different skills. Language lessons at KS3 

were always really fun as we did so many different activities, so I 

wanted to continue that into GCSE too…. I have learnt loads of skills in 

German including new vocabulary, grammar techniques and most 

importantly how to speak a whole different language!"

⚫ “ I chose a language as I always really enjoyed it in KS3 and I knew that 

knowing another language would come in handy for the future. I have 

learned how to speak some French but also how to cope with a 

challenge as it isn't always easy. Learning a language in KS4 is fun as 

well as challenging, so it never gets boring"



Thank you.

If you have any questions, 

please email me at school.

Mrs H Stanton

Head of MFL

“Modern Languages prepare 
you for Modern Life”


