
 





 

 

 

 

THIS BOOKLET IS 

 

ESSENTIAL TO YOUR 

 

CHOICES 

 

 

 

KEEP IT SAFE 

 

   



 

The Parent 

 
 Read and discuss with your child all the information sent home about option choices and 

meetings; 

 Watch the Options’ Information Recordings being provided to you. 

 
 Discuss your child’s future plans with them; 

 
 Have realistic aspirations for your child. 

 

 

HOW TO MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE 

 
The Student 

 

 Read carefully all the information in this booklet; 

 
 Discuss the subject choices with your parents/carers, form tutors and subject teachers; 

 

 Watch the  Options’ Information Recordings being provided to you.  
 
 Know your strengths/weaknesses and be realistic about your capabilities; 

 
 Find out all the information you need before you make your final subject choices. 

 



Route recommendation made to students 

February 2021 

 

 

 

Options’ Website goes Live 

Thursday 25th February 2021 

 

 

 

Student course applications made by 

Friday 12th March 2021 

 

 

 

Consideration and resolution with students on course choices 

April  – May 2021 

 

 

 

Written confirmation of course allocation to students 

June—July 2021 

THE OPTION CHOICE SCHEDULE 



 

MAKING A CHOICE 

 

CURRICULUM CHANGES 

 

You will be aware that there have been many recent changes to the curriculum made by the 
current Government.  Students taking their GCSE examinations in 2021 will be affected by 
these changes.  It is, therefore, very important that parents, carers and students understand the 
implications of these changes. 

 

Students should only take examinations in their final year of their GCSE, ie. in Year 11.  Early 
entries can be made but only if this is counted as the final GCSE result but “retake” 
examinations are no longer allowed.  Students will take terminal examinations in all of their 
subjects.  In a very small number of subjects, controlled assessments or coursework still 
remain, whilst in others these have been phased out. Depending upon the option subjects 
chosen, all students will sit a sizeable number of terminal examinations in Year 11.  Subject 
choices are, therefore, very important and careful consideration should be given to the range of 
subjects and their work load in Years 10 and 11. 

 

In line with national changes from September 2016 there was a new curriculum for all subject 
areas.  The GCSE outcomes for students are measured under a new numerical system of 9 – 
1, where 9 is the highest grade.   

 

In addition to the new curriculum specifications the Government introduced, in 2016, a revised 
way of measuring attainment and progress for all students in secondary schools called 
Attainment 8 and Progress 8.  This has been introduced in order to ensure that all students 
make good progress in all of their subjects from the end of Primary School (Key Stage 2) to the 
end of their GCSE courses.  A greater emphasis has been placed upon student potential, 
progress and aspiration with an expectation that all students will study a more traditional, 
academic curriculum through to the end of year 11.  The English Baccalaureate, whereby a 
student achieves good GCSE grades (9—5) in all 5 subject areas of English, Mathematics, 
Science, a Humanity and a Modern Foreign Language, will be used to recognise good 
achievement by students.  English and Mathematics feature highly in this revised system and 
are “double weighted” or counted twice in progress tables to emphasise the importance of these 
two core subjects.   

 

In order to ensure good progress, all students in Year 9 at Oakwood School embark upon either 
their GCSE courses or a transition course in English, Maths and Science , thus allowing 3 years 
for students to attain their best possible GCSE result at the end of Year 11.  Any student who is 
unsuccessful in gaining a ‘5’ in English and Maths at the end of Year 11 is required by 
Government legislation to continue these subjects in Post 16 education. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
TO KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM COURSES 



PERSONALISING CHOICE 

 

The matter of choosing options has always been a very personal process. This is even more so 
today when choices at Key Stage 5 are wider than ever, but rather narrower at Key Stage 4. 
With all students required to remain in education or training until the age of 18 and the 
necessity to meet target grades predicted for each individual, the pressure and commitment for 
appropriate selection of subjects has intensified. In order to personalise the curriculum which 
students take there is, as ever, a range of courses available this year, some set within 
recommended routes or pathways. 

 

RECOMMENDED ROUTES 

 

Senior teachers in consultation with subject leaders recommend to students a particular route 
based upon reports, tests, examinations and personal knowledge of the student. These 
recommendations will formally be available in February.  It is expected that students will choose 
their options within the recommended routes. The Year 9 Options ’ Information is available 
from 25th February and this will play an important part in this dialogue.  Within the three routes 
students may choose from a range of available options. Many of the options are common to all 
routes but a few are unique to particular routes. Students may choose to take subjects from a 
higher route but if a student wishes to choose subjects from a lower route then an appointment 
must be made with Mrs Dunford, Assistant Headteacher—Curriculum, the student and their 
parents. 

 

We expect there to be an even greater dialogue between teachers and students so that the 
most appropriate courses are chosen and students feel confident that their GCSE choices are 
both aspirational and inspirational for Key Stage 4.  The importance of this dialogue cannot be 
too highly emphasised. 

 

It must be stressed that there cannot be any guarantee that all courses will run as some 
subjects may not have viable numbers and others might be heavily over-subscribed. 



CAREER PATHS 

Green Route 

The courses within this route are designed for students who are moving 
through Post 16 Education to Higher Education before entering into 
professional careers.  Students must choose one option from a choice of 
History or Geography.  A second option of a Modern Foreign Language 
from French, German or Spanish.  Students are able to choose a third 
option subject of personal choice. This route will allow for recognition of 
the English Baccalaureate which indicates the good progress and ability 
of a student. 

Blue Route 

This route will be suitable for students who wish to make broader option 
choices and may already have an idea of a future career at Post 16 or 
Higher Education.  This route enables students who prefer to focus on 
acquiring skills and using their knowledge effectively in a particular job.  
Students must choose one option from a choice of History, Geography, 
French, German or Spanish and two further option subjects of personal 
choice. 

Yellow Route 

This route is designed for students moving into Post 16 Education who 
wish to study a combination of GCSE and vocational subjects at level 1.  
They may gain more practical experiences and skills for working life.  
This route also provides suitable progression for further study in Post 16 
and/or Higher Education. Students following this route will choose one 
subject of personal choice at East Surrey College or Brinsbury College. 

Students following all three routes will study core GCSE subjects of English 
Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Combined Science Trilogy 
(counts as two Science qualifications), Religious Education and non-
examined core PE.  



Qualification level Achievement level Examples of qualifications at this level 

Levels 4-6 Specialist learning that involves 
a high level of knowledge in a 
specific occupational role or 
study. Appropriate for people 
working in, or wishing to 
progress to, specialised 
technical and professional roles, 
which can involve managing and 
developing others. 

Certificates and Diplomas of Higher 
Education; Bachelor's degrees; post-
graduate qualifications; professional 
qualifications; Foundation degrees; 
Higher National Certificates and 
Diplomas; Key Skills Level 4; NVQ 
Levels 4 and 5. 

Level 3 Learning at this level involves in-
depth knowledge, understanding 
and skills, and a higher level of 
application. Appropriate for 
people who want to go into 
higher education, further training 
or employment. 

- A2 level  
- Advanced Extension Award  
- Cambridge International award  
- International Baccalaureate  
- Key Skills level 3  
- NVQ level 3  
- Advanced diploma  
- Progression diploma  
- BTEC award, certificate and diploma     
level 3  
- BTEC National  
- Cambridge Technical level 3 

Level 2 Building knowledge and/or skills 
in relation to subject or sector 
areas; gaining the ability to apply 
learning to a varied range of 
tasks. This is seen as the 
minimum level required by 
employers and is critical to going 
on to further study and higher 
skill levels. 

-GCSE grades 9 - 5 
-Key Skills level 2  
- NVQ level 2  
- Skills for Life level 2  
- Higher diploma  
- BTEC award, certificate and diploma  
level 2  
- Functional Skills level 2  
- Cambridge National level 2  
- Cambridge Technical level 2 

Level 1 Basic knowledge, understanding 
and skills, and the ability to apply 
learning to everyday situations. 

- GCSE grades 4 - 1 
- Key Skills level 1  
- NVQ level 1  
- Skills for Life level 1  
- Foundation diploma  
- BTEC award, certificate and diploma 
level 1  
- Foundation Learning level 1  
- Functional Skills level 1  
- Cambridge National level 1 

Entry Level Builds a basic level of 
knowledge, understanding and 
skills. 

Entry Level certificates at Levels 1, 2 or 
3, in a range of areas including national 
curriculum subjects, life skills, functional 
skills, and skills for working life. 

QUALIFICATIONS AND CREDIT FRAMEWORK 



QUALIFICATIONS AND CREDIT FRAMEWORK 

Level  

8 

 

Level 

7 

 

Level 

6 

 

Level 

5 

 

Level 

4 

 

 
 

Level 

3 

 

 
 

Level 

2 

 

Level 

1 

 

Entry  

Level 

 

 

 

Doctorate 

PhD 

Master’s Degree 

MA, MSc, MPhil 

University Degree 

BA, BSc 
Foundation  

Degree 
Fda, FdSc 

HND 

HNC 

 

UNIVERSITY 

A2 - Level 

Level 3 Diploma 

& 

Extended  

Diploma 

(National Diploma) 

Level 3 

BTEC 
& Tech Bacc 

POST 16 EDUCATION 

GCSE 

Grades 9 - 5 

GCSE 

Grades 4 - 1 

SCHOOL 

Level 2 

Diploma 

Level 1 

Diploma 

Entry Level 

Diploma 

EQUIVALENT  
QUALIFICATION 

Level 2  
BTEC 

Level 1  
BTEC / 

City & Guilds 

Entry Level 
BTEC /  

City & Guilds 



GCSE General Certificate in Secondary Education 

    
NQ National Qualification 

    
NVQ National Vocational Qualification 

    
BTEC Business and Technology Education Council 

Qualification 

    
Dip Diploma 

HND 

HNC 

Higher National Diploma 

Higher National Coursework 

CONTROLLED 
ASSESSMENTS / 
COURSEWORK 

This work is produced in lessons in ‘controlled 
conditions’ with homework preparation. It counts 
towards the student’s final grade.  

(Very few subjects now have controlled 
assessments or coursework—predominately Design 
Technology subjects.. 

    
EXAMINATION BOARDS 

controlled by Ofqual 

These bodies run the GCSE examinations under 
strict guidelines.  We use the following boards. 

  Pearson 
EDEXCEL 

- London Examinations 

  AQA - Alliance of Northern and Southern      
  Examination Boards 

  OCR - Oxford, Cambridge and RSA  
  Examination Boards 

  WJEC/ 
EDUQAS  

- Welsh Joint Examination Council 

  
MODERATION All of the coursework completed by students is 

marked by Oakwood staff.  The examination boards 
then check that staff have marked the work to the 
correct standard. 

 

GUIDE TO TERMS USED  



DO keep a broad and balanced choice; 

  

consider how much progress has been made in a subject; 

  

take into account your interest in a subject; 

  

consider your possible career.  This will mean looking very carefully at 
qualifications required to do certain jobs and whether you need to choose 
a certain subject now in order to study it at a higher level. 

  

DO NOT think that the subject will be the same in Years 10 and 11 just because it 
has the same name; 

  

choose a subject because you have got on well with your present teacher; 

  

choose a subject because you think it will be easy - none of them are! 

Your School Report will provide you with useful information about progress in subjects 
and teachers will be able to provide more advice at the Parents’ Consultation Evening. 

 

We realise that this can be an anxious period for students and parents but rest assured 
that we shall do our best to ensure that you receive the help you require. 

 

 

YOUR CHOICES   

MUST BE SUBMITTED BY  

FRIDAY 12th MARCH 2021 

GENERAL ADVICE 



CORE 

SUBJECTS 

 



Contact:  Miss S Woodward             Board:  AQA 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

English Language and English Literature are taught as individual GCSE 

qualifications. A variety of writing styles are developed for different 

purposes and audiences and there are final examinations in both subjects; 

however, students are assessed throughout the course using practice 

papers, assessments and a variety of teaching strategies.  

 

THE COURSE 

The approach we adopt ensures that the students find the course lively, enjoyable and challenging. We 

cater for the needs of every student, supporting and extending them in their work.  More able students, 

and those with literacy support needs, are catered for within the grouping structure, and are reviewed at 

regular intervals.  

 

All assessment is now undertaken through terminal examinations.  There are no longer any controlled 

assessments or tiers of entry.  

 

Over the course of their three year GCSE course, English Language and Literature are taught 

collaboratively.   Texts to be studied for GCSE are A Christmas Carol, An Inspector Calls and Macbeth.    

 

At the end of the three years in Year 11, students will have two exams for English Language and two 

exams for English Literature.  

   English Language Exam Paper 1: (80 marks) 50% of G.C.S.E. 

 Reading:  students must show understanding of an unseen fiction text.  

 Writing: students must choose one task from a choice of either descriptive or narrative writing.    

 

English Language Exam Paper 2: (80 marks)  50% of G.C.S.E 

 Reading: students must show understanding of 2 unseen non-fiction texts. (40 MARKS) 

 Writing: students must answer one point of view and opinion question based on a statement.  (40 

MARKS) 

 Speaking and Listening is done throughout the course but does not count towards the G.C.S.E. 

grade. 

 

English Literature Exam Paper 1: (64 marks) 40% of G.C.S.E. 

 Shakespeare (Macbeth): students must answer one question on their studied Shakespeare play 

using an extract.  

 19th Century novel (A Christmas Carol) :  students must answer one question on their studied 

novel using an extract.    

 

English Literature Exam Paper 2: (96 marks) 60% of G.C.S.E. 

 Modern texts (An Inspector Calls):  students must answer one essay question from a choice of two 

on their studied modern prose or drama text.    

 Poetry: students must write a comparative question on one named poem printed on the paper and 

one other poem from their chosen anthology cluster that they have studied.  

 Unseen poetry: students will answer one question on each of two unseen poems and one 

comparative question. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE GCSE 



Contact:  Mr C Beazley (Head of Mathematics)                            Board: AQA 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

Mathematics is used in many ways in industry and 
commerce including management, economics, design, 
communications and data analysis, and engineering as 
well as everyday living.  In response to this need there 
have been significant changes in the teaching of 
Mathematics and a definite shift to emphasise the 
importance of being functionally numerate in society today.  
As a result, a GCSE in Mathematics includes real life 
problems, problem solving questions as well as some more 
traditional styles of questions. A large proportion of the 
curriculum has a functional skills aspect relevant for all 
students and their preparation for life after education. 

 
Equipment and calculators (scientific) are essential for many aspects of the course and students are 
expected to provide their own for lessons and examinations. 
 
A consistent effort both in class and for homework is required throughout the course in order that 
students perform well. 
 

The exam consists of 3 terminal examination papers each 1 hour 30 minutes long; 

 Paper 1 (calculator not allowed)          33.33% 

 Paper 2 (calculator allowed)            33.33% 

 Paper 3 (calculator allowed)            33.33% 

 

There are two tiers of entry for GCSE Mathematics. 
 
The course aims to;  

 Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts.  

 Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems. 

 Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions.  

 Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms 
appropriate to the information and context. 

 
The Higher Tier (Target grades 5 - 9) is for those who are good at problem solving and have a high 
standard of abstract thinking in order to cope with algebra and geometry.  Students who wish to study A 
Level Mathematics at college must follow the higher tier course.   
 
The Foundation Tier (Target grades 1 - 5) contains less abstract thinking but still contains algebra and 
geometry.   

MATHEMATICS GCSE 



Contact:  Mr K Houlston                                                         GCSE Board:  AQA 
                  

Studying Science 
 We believe that Science has something to offer every student. From a trainee 

chef to a nuclear physicist, a construction apprentice to a cancer researcher, 
everyone needs some level of relevant science understanding. 

 You will develop skills, knowledge and understanding of working scientifically and 
how science drives development in the world. 

 

What will you study? 
Biology 
1. Cells and organisation which includes cell structure and transport, cell 

division, organisation of the digestive system and organising plants and animals. 
2. Disease and bioenergetics which includes communicable diseases, preventing and treating 

disease, non-communicable diseases, photosynthesis and respiration. 
3. Biological responses which includes the human nervous system and hormonal coordination. 
4. Genetics and reproduction which includes reproduction, variation and evolution and genetics 

and evolution. 
5. Ecology which includes adaptation, interdependence and coopetition, organising an ecosystem 

and biodiversity and ecosystems. 
 

Chemistry 
1. Atoms, bonding and moles which includes atomic structure, the periodic table, structure and 

bonding and chemical calculations. 
2. Chemical reactions and energy changes which includes chemical changes, electrolysis and 

energy changes. 
3. Rate, equilibrium and organic chemistry which includes rates and equilibrium, crude oil and 

fuels. 
4. Analysis and the Earth’s resources which includes chemical analysis, the Earth ’s atmosphere 

and the Earth’s resources. 
 

Physics 
1. Energy and energy resources which includes conservation and dissipation of energy, energy 

transfer by heating and energy resources. 
2. Particles at work which includes electric circuits, electricity in the home, molecules and matter 

and radioactivity. 
3. Forces in action which includes forces in balance, motion, force and motion. 
4. Waves and electromagnetism which includes wave properties, electromagnetic waves and 

electromagnetism. 
 

How will you be assessed? 
 There are six terminal examination papers: Biology papers 1 & 2, Chemistry papers 1 & 2 and Physics 

papers 1 & 2. Paper 1 content is shown in italics above and is studied in Year 10. 
 Each paper will last 1hr 15mins and be worth 16.7% of your final grade. 
 Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas.  
 

Separate Sciences (Triple GCSE award) 

The Science Faculty run one higher tier GCSE science triple award group in each academic year. We 
cover additional content to the combined science course and the level of demand is higher. It is an 
exciting opportunity for students to gain a deeper understanding of the natural world and build further on 
their practical, mathematical, analytical and problem solving skills. We encourage students who have a 
passion for science and envisage themselves pursuing science into further education to join the group. 
Triple science is not an option in the same sense as the other option subjects, and is not allocated any 
additional time during the school day. Therefore, we run three after school sessions a fortnight from 3:05-
4:05pm to cover the additional content. A conditional offer will be sent to students who perform to a high 
level in the end of year 9 science test, so interested students should be working hard to ensure they are 
engaged and motivated in all science lessons and well prepared for assessments. We look forward to 
welcoming our next cohort of budding scientists in September 2020.  
For more information, please see Mr. Houlston (Head of Science). 

SCIENCE GCSE (COMBINED SCIENCE): TRILOGY 



Contact:  Mr L Shilling                                                                        Board: Pearson EDEXCEL 
 

Religious Education at Key Stage 4 enables students to consider a 

range of religious and non-religious viewpoints surrounding ethical, 

philosophical and social issues.  These issues are dealt with sensitively 

and in a way that enables students to explore and form their own 

opinions and attitudes.  There is no requirement for personal belief.  

The subject develops the transferable critical thinking skills of 

reasoning, use of evidence and the evaluation of divergent viewpoints. 

 

The course which consists of two related units - ‘Religion and Ethics’ 

and ‘Religion, Peace and Conflict’. This has been chosen to 

complement the Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education 

(PSHCE)  

 

Paper 1 - Religion and Ethics 

Christian Beliefs 
A study of Christian beliefs about the nature of God, creation theories including scientific theories and 

Christian responses to them and the problem of suffering and evil. 

Marriage and the Family;    

A study of sexual relationships, homosexuality, contraception, cohabitation, sex outside marriage, the 

changing nature of family life and its importance and divorce and difficulties in family relationships. This 

unit also explores gender prejudice and discrimination in the UK and Christian attitudes towards the roles 

of men and women. 
 

Living the Religious Life 
An exploration of Christian worship, prayer, pilgrimage and an evaluation of the Church’s role in local and 

global society including its work for charity and the place of evangelical work. 

Matters of Life and Death.   

A study of religious teachings about the origins and value of human life, the purpose of life, euthanasia, 

abortion, the afterlife and heaven and hell.   

 

Paper 2 – Religion, Peace and Conflict 

Muslim Beliefs 
A study of Muslim beliefs about the nature of God and prophethood, the importance of angels and the 

exploration of the meaning of Islam as peace and submission. The problem of suffering and evil and 

Islamic responses to it. 

Crime and Punishment:  

Looking at the causes of crime, theories of punishment, the importance of justice, capital punishment, laws 

related to drugs and alcohol, forgiveness and reconciliation, arguments about the use of torture and human 

rights 

Living the Religious Life 
An exploration of the five pillars of Islam, Muslim festivals, holy books and the concept of Jihad.    
 

Peace and Conflict: 

Including causes of war, just war theories, examples of conflicts of the 21st Century, Islamic teachings on 

war and peace, issues surrounding conflict including terrorism 

 
The Examination 
 

The final assessment for this selection does not include coursework; therefore, the final exams would be: 

Two Final Exam Papers – each of 1 hour 45 minutes. 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES Full Course GCSE (Core) 



Contact:   Mr L Shilling               CORE 

 

PSHCE is delivered to students at KS4 through the pastoral system, in form time and through assemblies.  

PSHCE themes are also explored throughout the Core GCSE Religious Studies course which has been 

specifically chosen to complement the PSHCE curriculum.   Lessons and learning experiences aim to 

influence the personal and social developments of students in a constructive, positive and safe way. We 

aim to raise awareness about equal opportunities of age, race, sexual orientation, nationality and gender 

in all aspects of PSHCE.  

The following are some of the topics we cover during KS4 

Keeping healthy  

 

Supporting myself and others 

 Understanding physical, mental and 
emotional health 

 Coping strategies for stress 

 Understanding a range of drug (including 
smoking) and alcohol issues 

 Relationships, contraception and consent 

 Awareness of local and national diversity 

 Recognising prejudice and discrimination 

 Developing confidence and assertiveness 

 Understanding local issues 

 Challenging offensive behaviour 

 Understanding parenting 

  

Developing as an individual (Life Skills) Developing as a citizen 

  

 Work experience support 

 CV writing 

 Understanding debt, savings and bills 

 Preparing for interviews 

 Post 16 options 

 Planning for the future 

 Rights and responsibility 

 Young people and the law 

 Human Rights 

 UK Parliament and Government  

PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH & CITIZENSHIP 
EDUCATION 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Contact:   Mr C McCurdy                             CORE 

 

Physical education is an integral part of the upper school curriculum. 

 

KEY STAGE 4 
 
During Key Stage 4 we hope to develop previously acquired skills from Key Stage 3, whilst providing new 
activities. 

We will offer a wide range of sports as practically as possible to help students develop their potential in 
areas of particular interest.  Health and fitness for life is a major consideration throughout the course. 

 

CURRICULUM 
 
PE is taught within gender groups to ensure students are given the best opportunity to reach their 
potential. 
 

 

Girls’ Activities Include: 

 Netball 

 Badminton 

 Hockey 

 Stoolball 

 Trampolining 

 Tennis 

 Rounders 

 Athletics 

 Archery 

Boys’ Activities Include: 

 Football 

 Rugby 

 Lacrosse 

 Basketball 

 Tennis 

 Cricket 

 Rounders 

 Athletics 

 Trampolining 

 Archery 



 

OPTION SUBJECT  

DETAILS 



CREATIVE 

AND 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS 

 



Contact:  Mr R Hughes    Board: Pearson EDEXCEL Syllabus: Art & Design 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

Each year many of our students leave school to take advanced studies in Art and Design at Sixth Form 

or Art Colleges.  We are proud to have stayed in touch with many former students now successfully 

working in the Creative Industries - Art, Design., Photography, Film, Fashion and Textiles industries as 

well as many using visual skills in all other areas of employment. 
 

THE COURSE 
 

We offer an Art and Design GCSE which allows students to work in a variety of 

media.  The course consists of painting, drawing, mixed media, printing, design 

and three dimensional studies.  The work of other artists and designers will be 

researched as an integral part of the course and students are expected to visit 

London Galleries and/or local exhibitions. 

 

Students get credit for experimenting and exploring the possibilities of different 

materials and must work across at least 2 disciplines, e.g. Painting and Drawing, Print Making, Textiles, 

Sculpture, etc. 

 

Topics for study have included:  Natural and Urban Environment, Fragments, Reflections  – but they 

change each year. 

 

An examination in Year 10 and a mock examination in Year 11 will be set so that students become 

adept at planning their work and their time.  These will become part of the Personal Portfolio. Exams in 

Art and Design are structured as a period of preparation of approximately three months and a sustained 

period of study lasting two days to create the final artwork. 

 

COURSEWORK/ASSESSMENT 
 

In order to complete the course students will be required to submit: 

Course Component:  

1.  Personal Portfolio                              60% of the marks 

2.  Supporting studies and the resulting work from a ten hour sustained study     40% of the marks 

 

The work will be assessed at an exhibition of students’ work at the school, which will be submitted for 

marking, including work journals.  It is important to note that ALL work done over the 2 years 

including homework is assessed as part of the final GCSE. 

 

Homework is a minimum of 90 minutes each week and students are also expected to spend time in the 

Art Department after school on a regular basis. 

 

The assessment objectives test the students’ ability to: 

 

 Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 

 Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media materials 

techniques and processes. 

 Record Ideas observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 

 Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates 

understanding of visual language. 

ART & DESIGN GCSE 



SUPPORTING YOUR WORK 

 

A work journal will form the student’s visual diaries of ideas and starting points for making art and 

students will need a range of inexpensive materials to work on this at home.  It would be helpful for 

students to have access to a digital camera, or phone with similar functions, for conducting research.  All 

students are expected to make use of museums and galleries to contextualise their own work and 

guidance will be given for students to make visits in their own time. 

 

Art work can provide a necessary balance to subjects traditionally accepted as being more academic.  

Although the required commitment in terms of time is significantly more than other subjects, the nature 

of the work is different from other subjects in that it has a high practical content.  There is no written 

examination. 

 

The department achieves an excellent percentage of passes between the grades 4 – 9 and pupils will 

produce a portfolio of work of which equips them well for entry to 16+ courses. 

 

A large proportion of Oakwood students go on to careers using Art and Design and we are well served 

locally with good further education provision. 



PHOTOGRAPHY GCSE 

Contact:  Mr R Hughes          Board: Pearson EDEXCEL  Syllabus: Photography 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

This popular course has now been offered at Oakwood for four years.  Based in a purpose built 

Photography studio, GCSE Photography reflects the changing nature of the Creative Industries and 

advances in photographic technology.  Studying photography at GCSE is an excellent starting point for 

further education and careers in Web Design, Creative Media, Fine Art Photography and Editorial 

Photography.  The visual communication and computer skills taught on the course can be applied to any 

career where pupils need to make their point quickly and effectively. 

THE COURSE 

The Photography GCSE is based upon the Art and Design structure but students will use photography 

as their primary way of working.  Students do not need to have any prior experience in photography but 

a solid grounding in visual art is essential.  Documenting work in journals requires good presentation 

skills and students are constantly asked to think creatively.  

In keeping with advances in photography the majority of pupils  work will be in a digital form, strong 

computer skills will make it easier to progress quickly. 

The work of other artists and photographers will be researched as an integral part of the course and 

students are expected to visit London Galleries and/or local exhibitions. 

Students will need to have access to a digital camera at home.  It does not need to be a SLR 

camera but should be suitably complex in its controls giving options to control exposure, focus 

and image qualities. A phone camera or small compact would make it very difficult for students 

to achieve their potential.  Students will have access to computers with Photoshop and colour 

printers at school and, whilst an advantage, these will not be needed at home.      

An examination in Year 10 and a mock examination in Year 11 will be set so that students become adept 

at planning their work and their time.  These will become part of the Personal Portfolio. Exams in 

Photography are structured as a period of preparation of approximately three months and a sustained 

period of study lasting two days to edit or print the final images. 



COURSEWORK/ASSESSMENT 

In order to complete the course students will be required to submit: 

Course Component:  

1.  Personal Portfolio                                60% of the marks 

2.  Supporting studies and the resulting work from a ten hour sustained study     40% of the marks 

 

The work will be assessed at an exhibition of students’ work at the school, which will be submitted for 

marking, including work journals.  It is important to note that ALL work done over the 2 years 

including homework is assessed as part of the final GCSE. 

 

Homework is a minimum of 90 minutes each week and students are also expected to spend time in the 

Art Department after school on a regular basis. 

 

 

 

 

The assessment objectives test the students’ ability to: 

 Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical 

understanding of sources. 

 Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting 

with appropriate techniques and processes. 

 Record ideas observations and insights using their camera 

or through making notes in their journal. 

 Realise ideas and intentions, creating final pieces and 

considering carefully how their photograph is presented or 

the format it is finally realised in. 

 

 

 

 

SUPPORTING YOUR WORK 

 

A work journal will form the student’s visual diaries of ideas 

and starting points for making images and students will need a range of inexpensive materials to work 

on this at home. All students will be expected to make independent trips to locations to take photos.  

Topics and focuses might include the sea shore, industrial scenes, people, travel, performance, still life, 

nature.  There is no feasible way of bringing all of these subjects into the classroom, hence, students 

must accept a lot of their homework will be independently seeking out these opportunities.  

 

Photography can provide a necessary balance to subjects traditionally accepted as being more 

academic.  Although the required commitment in terms of time is significantly more than other subjects, 

the nature of the work is different from other subjects in that it has a high practical content.  There is no 

written examination. 

 

The course provides an excellent stepping stone to any creative subject at college. 



DRAMA GCSE 

Contact:  Miss Searle or Mrs Solari             Board: AQA  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

GCSE Drama is an exciting, creative and interesting course. This 
course will give students the opportunity to explore the subject from 
a range of perspectives by devising their own, original work; by 
bringing to life the work of a playwright; as theatre reviewers, 
developing their own thoughts on what makes drama and theatre 
successful, and as creative artists devising their own original 
performances. Drama is a good choice of GCSE option if you are 
thinking about a career in theatre/film/television but it also teaches 
transferable skills which are relevant in any profession; confidence, 
teamwork, working under pressure, public speaking, organisation 
etc.  

 

THE COURSE 

What will I study? 

During your course you will consider: 

 Acting 

 Stage craft 

 Script study 

 Practitioners 

 A variety of styles and genres of Theatre 

 Devising 

 Improvisation 

 Physical Theatre 

 Playwrights 
 

How will I be assessed? 

 

Non exam assessment (60%) 

1. Devising Theatre (Practical and Written) 

Students will create a devised performance in groups. They will be able to select a starting point 
from a range of stimuli. Students will be required to keep a written portfolio of the process. 
 

2. Texts in Practice (Practical) 

Students will study a text chosen by the drama department and will perform this to an audience. 

Exam assessment (40%) 

3. The exam component will be assessed at the end of the qualification and will be 1 hour and 45 
minutes in  length. Students will need to complete three compulsory sections. 

 

To enable you to complete the evaluation of a live theatre performance, we will organise a trip to 
the theatre. The theatre trip is compulsory and is an essential part of the course (approximate 
cost £35). Payment for this trip will need to be made at the beginning of Year 10 so that the trip 
can be organised. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwihm6zSyaLgAhWFzoUKHSbQAIQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdesign.tutsplus.com%2Ftutorials%2Fhow-to-draw-a-festive-theatre-stage-in-adobe-illustrator--cms-29997&psig


How is the qualification marked? 

 

There are four key assessment objectives for the qualification that assess candidates at different points 

of the creative process: 

 

 When creating and rehearsing. 

 When reflecting on how meaning has been communicated on stage. 

 When demonstrating their theatrical skill in performance. 

 When evaluating their own work or the work of others. 

 

Will I enjoy this course? 

You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that is both practical and creative. This course 

involves a lot of team work and an extra-curricular commitment. You will be expected to work in different 

groups, perform in front of an audience and practice mock exam papers.  

 

GCSE Drama follows on from drama work that you will have done at Key Stage 3.  You will develop your 

improvisation and acting skills to a higher level.  You will also look at plays in more detail and look at dif-

ferent ways of bringing a script alive on stage as well as being creative and devising your own drama. 

 

What other skills might I develop? 

As well as acquiring the skills involved in creating and performing Drama, you will also be able to acquire 

skills in working with others, problem solving and communication.  You will also find that Drama will help 

you feel more  self-confident and prepare you to deal with a range of different situations and people. 

 

What could I do next with GCSE Drama? 

There are many things you can go on to do with a GCSE in Drama as the course will develop transfera-

ble life skills that could be used in a range of jobs and further education courses.  You could go on to 

study Drama/Theatre Studies at College.  If you are unsure about what to do next, the best thing to do is 

to speak to your Drama teacher who will know about the choices on offer. 

 

You may wish to take a GCSE in Drama for its own sake, perhaps to form the basis of a future interest 
or as part of a range of other subjects.  Or you might wish to go into a job where it is useful to have had 
experience of Drama, or where you will need to use some of the skills developed during this course.  
These might include careers in such fields as retail, travel and tourism, sales and marketing or any ca-
reer that involves meeting people face to face.  The study of Drama can help you to develop transferable 
skills that you can take into any career or job. 
 

Any questions? Please ask Miss Searle or Mrs Solari. 



Contact:  Mr W Barber                              Board:  EDUQAS 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

The hard work and regular playing practice which is demanded in this 

course can lead to considerable personal satisfaction, and not only 

makes it a most acceptable qualification with employers and colleges, 

but also means that students have a skill and interest which can last a 

lifetime. 

 

All students taking this course will work towards a GCSE music 

qualification. A suite of rooms is available to music students at normal 

lesson times and for practice, composition and recording at breaks 

and after school.   

 

THE COURSE 

Students are given the opportunity to develop musical performance, composition, music ICT, listening and 

critical appraisal skills through:  

 Developing instrumental and/or vocal performance skills as a soloist and also as an ensemble 

performer.  

 Developing compositional skills through the writing and recording of 2 original musical compositions.  

 The development of music ICT skills through software programmes such as Ignite and MuseScore.  

 The development of the theory and history of music through a listening and appraising exam which 

focuses on popular music, Western Classical, World Music as well as looking at the extensive theory 

that lies behind music  

 

Pupils hoping to take this course must be aware of the demands which will be placed upon you to practise 

in your own time, both at home and in school outside of normal lessons. 

 

COURSEWORK/ASSESSMENT 
 

Music is split into 3 Units: 

 Component 1 – 40%: Understanding Music – A written and 

listening paper  

 Component 2 – 30%: Performing Music – Internally assessed 

coursework; 1 solo and 1 ensemble performance  

 Component 3 – 30%: Composing Music – Internally assessed 

coursework; 2 compositions one of which is free and the other 

set to a brief from the examining board  

MUSIC 



PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 

 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION GCSE (Full Course) 

Contact :  Mrs S James           Exam Board: Pearson EDEXCEL 

 

Students should be aware that eligibility for the GCSE PE course is dependent upon performance within 
both PE assessments and Science reports as there is a substantial amount of study around anatomy 
and physiology and mechanical analysis applied to this course. There may be a possible cost incurred 
with this course in terms of a kayaking/climbing/adventurous activities course which will be optional. 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

This course would suit those with an interest in sport-performing, analysing, watching and learning the 
theory behind it. This course is not just about playing games but a study 
of how the body performs both physically and mentally, tactics and rules 
of a range of activities, roles within sport and the sociological and 
physiological impact on a sports person.  Physical Education offers the 
opportunity to investigate all of the above in detail and, as a result, your 
performance will improve in addition to your knowledge and 
understanding of the many areas we cover.  
 

Students will undertake a variety of sports/activities, finally offering three 
for formal assessment—10% per sport. Students will plan, perform and 
evaluate their own physical training programme, which will equate to 
10% of their final mark.  In addition to the practical element, students 
will study a science based theory component (2 written papers) to 
understand anatomical, physiological and psychological factors 
impacting on a sports person, how to improve fitness, how to prevent 
injury, and slightly more controversial issues within sports, such as drug taking and hygiene.  
 

This course is demanding both physically and mentally.  The course will challenge and stretch all 
candidates and it is also a course that is enjoyable and enlightening. 

 

KEY SKILLS 

Organisation is vital to the success of this course.  The students will have six lessons a fortnight, of 
which 4 are theory and 2 are practical.  These lessons are in addition to their core PE lessons. 
 

Other skills that will be developed include: motivation, dedication, persistence, evaluation, coaching and 
performance analysis.  Knowledge will develop in the areas of anatomy, physiology, psychology, 
sociology, rules of sport, health and fitness, injuries in sport, diet and hygiene.   
 

COURSE BREAK DOWN/ COURSEWORK 

Candidates must select 3 activities from the 2 different activity areas for assessment – Team and 
Individual. This must include a minimum of 1 activity from each of these areas. 

Practical Skills = 40% of GCSE 

 Personal Exercise Programme (coursework)   10%  (please note that the assessment of this is   
              written and is externally moderated). 

 Final Practical Assessment (3 sports)       30% 

Theory Component = 60% of GCSE 

Paper 1 –  Fitness and Body Systems (36%) 1 hour 45 mins 
  Applied anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, physical training and use of data. 
 

Paper 2 –  Health and Performance (24%) 1 hour 15 mins 
  Health, fitness and well-being, sport psychology, socio-cultural influences and use of data. 



Dance GCSE 

Contact :  Mrs S James        Exam Board: Pearson EDEXCEL 

       BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

GCSE Dance is a fresh and vibrant qualification available to both male and female students which 
includes popular performances and choreography, alongside a collection of short and diverse 
professional work. The course is broken down into 2 components and 3 assessment sections. This 
course is physically demanding and requires commitment to the study of the subject including additional 
rehearsals beyond school time. Students must be dedicated and passionate to achieve within this 
subject. The qualification is highly thought of at college and further education placements within 
the arts 

        KEY SKILLS 

The course will suit any dancer who is willing to perform and extend their knowledge of dance via this 
qualification. Students should also be aware that this is a very physical course with 6 hours of practical 
dancing a fortnight. The course has contemporary dance at the core of its structure but, students will 
explore a variety of dance styles whilst learning the choreography and dance appreciation components. 

            Course Overview: 

Component 1: Performance & Choreography - Total component 60% (80 Marks) - 
Performances are filmed and marked by the centre, then sent to AQA for moderation. 

Component 2: Dance Appreciation - Total component 40% (80 Marks) - Written exam: 
1 hour 30 minutes. 

       Background Information 

Component 1: Performance & Choreography 

Performance – 30% of the GCSE (40 MARKS) 

Students will learn 4 Set phrases (contemporary dance) and perform and film 2 solo performance for 
examination - approximately one minute in duration each. 

This part of the examination is completed by the end of Year 10. 

Students will perform duet/trio performances using the remaining set phases not used for their solo 
performance – the performance is a minimum of three minutes/maximum of five minutes in duration. 

Choreography - 30% of GCSE (40 MARKS) 

Students will produce a solo or group choreography based on a stimulus provided – a solo (two/two and 
a half minutes) or  a group dance consisting of two to five dancers (three/three and a half minutes). Any 
type of dance style maybe used within the choreography. 

 
Component 2: Dance Appreciation – 40 % (80 Marks) - Written Exam 

Students will develop knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes and performing skills 
and be able to write about them in detail. 

Students will learn how to critic the choreographic processes, performance and appreciation of their own 
work and be able to write about them in detail. 

Students will study 6 different professional dance works and be able to write critical appreciation about 
them. Only one of the dances will appear in the exam.  

       Qualification requirements 

Students will be required to provide evidence of having previous dance training or dance school 
experience. 

If no previous dance experience can be provided, students will be asked to take part in an audition 
session to demonstrate the dance technique that will be required for the course. 

 

All students wishing to take the qualification will be required to have an informal chat with Mrs James and 
Ms Griffin to show their commitment and passion to their learning. 

 



DESIGN 

AND 

TECHNOLOGY 

 



Contact:  Mr N Garrett           Board:  AQA 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The new Design and Technology GCSE course allows students to develop skills, knowledge and  

understanding through a range of practical design and make projects. They will be taught 6 core  

principles of design as well as focus on a specialist area. We are offering a focus on Resistant Materials 

that will allow students to develop their practical workshop skills using woods, metals, plastics as well as 

smart and composite materials.  
 

Alongside the core principles, students will have lessons that will focus on a chosen material group 

where they will develop more specific practical and design skills. Students will carrying out and number 

of practical projects, building up to their final NEA (Non Exam Assessment). This will include a practical 

outcome along with a portfolio to support the development of the idea into a viable prototype.  

THE COURSE 

All students will gain experience with: 

 Investigating problems and ideas  

 Creative Design Skills 

 High Quality Making Skills 

 Designer Influence    
 

Key features of these courses are: 

 the industrial and commercial focus which make 

them more relevant to post 16 choices; 

 each course develops the student’s capability in a practical way; 

 to encourage students to value materials and have greater appreciation of the world we live in. 

If any student wishes to study more than one technology course, they must speak to Mr Garrett 

before it can be agreed. Students are expected to purchase a revision guide, and there will be 

further financial cost for materials used throughout the course.  Students will be expected to buy 

their own materials for their final piece of coursework.  They may do this themselves or order it 

through school. 

ASSESSMENT 

Written Examination 100 marks (50% of GCSE), 2 hours long  

Single written paper which covers all ability levels and gives all students the chance to achieve all  

available grades. The paper is split into three sections: 

 Core Technical principles  

 Specialist Technical principles 

 Designing and Making principles. 
 

Non-exam assessment 100 marks (50% of GCSE), max 20 pages. 

Students will complete 1 project which assesses the practical implications of the above three principles 

as the written exam paper. It will allow students to demonstrate their creativity and skill in their chosen  

specialist material. 

Looking forward 

By focusing on Resistant Materials, students will be able to go on to study a range of courses at both 

Reigate College or East Surrey College and follow related career options. Product Design, Architecture, 

Project management, CAD Design,  Engineering, Electrical Engineering as well as more traditional craft 

careers are just a few of the jobs that could be available to those with a GCSE in Design Technology 

Resistant Materials.   

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY GCSE 
RESISTANT MATERIALS 
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Contact:  Mr N Garrett       Board: Pearson EDEXCEL Syllabus: Graphic Communication  
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
This is a new course being offered at Oakwood in response to the changing nature of the Creative 
Industries and the demand for creative, practical people.  Studying Graphic Communication at GCSE is 
an excellent starting point for further education and careers in Web Design, Creative Media, Advertising, 
Game Design and many other creative industries. The visual communication and computer skills taught 
on the course can be applied to any career where pupils need to make their point quickly and effectively 

 

THE COURSE 
The Graphic Communication GCSE is based upon the Art and Design course structure, but students will 
use graphical skills and techniques as their primary way of working, manipulating images and producing 
functional prototypes. Students do not need to have extensive experience in graphical design but a 
creative flair and an eye for detail will be a benefit. Students will be expected to draw, manipulate and 
create graphical images as well as three dimensional outcomes.  In keeping with advances in the 
industry and technology, the majority of students work will be in a digital form, therefore, strong computer 
skills will make it easier to progress quickly. 

The work of other designers, artists and photographers will be researched as an integral part of the 
course and students are expected to take a personal interest in the subject as a whole to further their 
understanding and skills in the subject.  

Students will have access to computers with Photoshop and colour printers as well as other facilities that 
we have available in the Design Technology department and, whilst an advantage, these will not be 
needed at home.      

An examination in Year 10 and a mock examination in Year 11 will be set so that students become adept 
at planning their work and their time.  These will become part of their Personal Portfolio. Exams in 
Graphic Communication are structured as a period of preparation of approximately three months and a 
sustained period of study lasting two days to create, edit, print and assemble the final outcomes. 

 

COURSEWORK/ASSESSMENT 

In order to complete the course, students will be required to submit: 
Course Component:  

1.  Personal Portfolio                                60% of the marks 
2. Supporting studies and the resulting work from a ten hour sustained study     40% of the marks 
 

The work will be assessed at an exhibition of students’ work at the school, which will be submitted for 
marking, including work journals, which are a requirement of the course.  It is important to note that ALL 
work done over the 2 years including homework is assessed as part of the final GCSE. 
 
Homework is a minimum of 90 minutes each week and students are also expected to spend time in the 
Design Technology Department during break times and after school on a regular basis. 

 

SUPPORTING YOUR WORK 

A work journal will form the student’s visual diaries of ideas and starting points for making images and 
students will need a range of inexpensive materials to work on this at home. All students will be expected 

to make independent trips to locations to gather research and 
inspiration.  Topics and focuses might include the sea shore, 
industrial scenes, people, travel, performance, still life, nature.  There 
is no feasible way of bringing all of these subjects into the classroom 
and hence pupils must accept a lot of their homework will be 
independently seeking out these opportunities.  
 

The required commitment in terms of time is significantly more than 
other subjects, the nature of the work is different from other subjects 
in that it has a high practical content. There is no written examination. 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY GCSE  
GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION 



DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY GCSE 
 FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION  

Contact: Mr Garrett            Board: WJEC EDUQAS  

 

The WJEC Eduqas GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition equips learners with the knowledge, 
understanding and skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy 
eating. It encourages learners to cook, enables them to make informed decisions about food and 
nutrition and allows them to acquire knowledge in order to be able to feed themselves and others 
affordably and nutritiously, now and later in life. 
 
By studying food preparation and nutrition learners will: 
 be able to demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking a variety 

of food commodities whilst using different cooking techniques and equipment 

 develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical characteristics of 
food as well as a sound knowledge of the nutritional content of food and drinks 

 understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological and 
psychological effects of poor diet and health 

 understand the economic, environmental, ethical and socio-cultural influences on food availability, 
production processes, diet and health choices 

 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties, sensory qualities 
and microbiological food safety considerations when preparing, processing, storing, cooking and 
serving food 

 understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary traditions 
(traditional British and international) to inspire new ideas or modify existing recipes. 

 
ASSESSMENT 

Students will complete two NEA tasks in school these are internally assessed and are made up of a 
written project and a practical outcome.  
 

NEA 1 (15% of total qualification) 
This is a scientific experiment looking at the function of ingredients in the food that we eat. Students will 
research, plan, carry out and then evaluate the experiment and produce a report outlining their work and 
findings.  
 

NEA 2 (35% of total qualification) 
This assessment will be where students will be able the research, plan, cook and evaluate three dishes 
of their own choice based on a theme given out by the exam board.  
 

External Written Examination (50% of total qualification) 1 hour 45 minutes 100 marks 
This paper is sat at the end of the course and can cover any element of the theory that is covered in 
year 10 and year 11. 

The course is intended to be as practical as possible and this means students will regularly 
prepare and cook food.  Students will be expected to bring in their own ingredients for all of their 
practical lessons. All assessed work will be completed on computer and students will be 
expected to supplement their work in class with research and tasks carried out at home.  
 

Looking forward 

After this course you can go on to study numerous food related 
courses –  A Level Home Economics – Food and Nutrition, City and 
Guilds, NVQ’s and VRQ’s in Catering and Food Manufacture, BTEC 
National in Catering and Hospitality. In addition employers in the food 
industry value this qualification if you want to pursue a career when 
you leave school. 



Contact: Mr N Garrett                Board:  (WJEC) EDUQAS  

 

This Award in Hospitality and Catering has been designed so that knowledge, skills and understanding 
are developed through tasks that have many of the characteristics of real life work in the food sector. 
This course will give students a more vocational approach that is aimed more at future work in the 
hospitality industry. 
 
Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry 
The on-line external assessment is available in June of each year. It uses a combination of multi choice 
and written answers to assess a student’s knowledge of the Hospitality and Catering industry.  
 
Details of the external assessment are as follows: 
Duration: 90 minutes 
Number of marks: 90 
 
Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action   
This is internally assessed and is based on a controlled assessment format where students will have the 
opportunity to demonstrate their practical skills, knowledge and understanding in a Hospitality and 
Catering situation. 

 
After this course you can go on to study numerous food related courses –  A Level Home Economics – 
Food and Nutrition, City and Guilds, NVQs and VRQs in Catering and Food Manufacture, BTEC 
National in Catering and Hospitality. In addition, employers in the food industry value this qualification if 
you wish to pursue food/catering as a career when you leave school. 
 

Students will be expected to provide their own ingredients for this course. They will need to 
make sure that all ingredients are measured out prior to the lesson to save time and allow lesson 
time to be used effectively to create the dishes.  

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY:   
HOSPITALITY AND CATERING 



HUMANITIES 

 



GEOGRAPHY GCSE 

Contact:  Mr A Hitchman         Board: Pearson EDEXCEL Syllabus B 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

 

Why study Geography? Geography develops a whole range of skills and is 

regarded very highly in the education and business world. In 2015 it was 

declared as the ‘must have subject’ in a national newspaper with 

Geographers being the most employable of all graduates. 

The world is changing now faster than it has ever changed before and your 

ability to understand these changes will become very useful in helping you 

live your life sustainably and carry out the jobs you will do as adults. 

More people than ever are living in an urban environment and this is putting 

real pressure on the natural environment. The world population continues to grow relentlessly and this 

GCSE course explores this and many other themes.  

Studying Geography develops a whole range of transferable skills required in the complex world of 

employment today. 

Geographers can:     Geographers are:  

Make a concise report     Good communicators 

Handle data      Problem solvers   

Make decisions about an issue   Good team players 

Analyse material      Well rounded, flexible thinkers 
 

Geographical study promotes these qualities and provides a firm basis for life-long learning. 
   

THE COURSE 
 

This exciting course will cover a range of topics looking at issues locally, nationally and globally.   

Each paper is divided into 3 topics: 
 

Paper 1 – Global Geographical Issues   37.5% 
 

1.  Hazardous Earth 

a. The cause and impact of earthquakes and volcanoes on the planet and people through some cases 

studies of recent earthquake events. You study how they affect people and why the impacts vary in 

different parts of the world. 

b. An exploration of extreme weather events such as hurricanes, how they impact on different people 

around the globe and why they are becoming more frequent and more severe.  

c. An exploration of how and why the Earth’s climate has changed in the past, the current causes of 

climate change and the role humans are having in this, as well as a look at how we need to live 

more sustainably. 
 

2.  Development Dynamics 

An exploration of the causes and consequences of global inequality with an in depth study of an 
‘emerging’ country. India is the subject of a case study looking at inequality and opportunities in 
India and what its role might be on the world stage in the future. 
 

3.   Urbanisation 
An exploration of the causes and challenges of more people than ever choosing to live in urban 

environments. This section includes an in depth study of a megacity (Mumbai) and what it is like to 

live in urban environments, why some people are rich and some are poor and the impact of urban 

living on the planet.  



Paper 2 – UK Geographical Issues 37.5% 

1. UK’s evolving physical landscape 

a. An exploration of why the UK physical landscape is so varied. We look at the role rivers and coasts 
play in shaping our land. 

b. Case studies of coastal erosion and river flooding are studied in which we assess the impact of these 
events on people and the environment. 

2. The UK’s evolving Human Landscape 

a. An exploration of the human landscape of the UK, why places and people are changing and how this 
impacts on the urban and rural environment.  

b. We also look at London as a case study, exploring its development and why different areas are so 
very different. We also look at how and why different areas of London have changed in the past and 
continue to change today. 

3. Field trips  

You will go on two field trips as part of this course. Day 1 will be to undertake some research into how 

a coastline is being affected by human interference and the impact of this. Day 2 will be to an urban 

environment to explore how the quality of life varies so much within the same urban environment. 

  

Paper 3 – Making Geographical Decisions 25% 

1. People and the Biosphere  

This unit explores how humans interact and exploit the biosphere (the area that provides us with food 

and water) 

2. Forests under Threat  

This unit looks at the role forests play in supporting human existence and why we are cutting down so 

much forest and the impact of this. 

We focus on Tropical Rainforests and the Taiga (Boreal Forest).  

3.  Consuming Energy resources 

This unit looks at our insatiable desire for energy and what is happening to energy resources as well 

as new renewable energy sources for the future. 
 

Paper 3 is examined as a decision making exercise. You will answer short questions about each of 

these units before completing a long question using pieces of evidence presented to you in a resource 

booklet that relate to the 3 Paper 3 units. 
 

During the course you will complete a range of tasks including:  

discussion activities, group work, creating tasks, question tasks, graph work, data handling tasks, 

homework tasks and end of unit assessments.  
 

OTHER INFORMATION 
 

You need to show commitment if you are to get the most from 

this course as there is a lot of content and information that we 

have to go through. You are required, as part of the course, to 

make decisions and support these decisions with evidence 

studied in lessons. It is imperative that you adopt a positive 

attitude and engage fully with the tasks presented and become 

fully immersed in the lessons.  



HISTORY GCSE 

Contact:  Mr D Edwards                Board:  AQA  

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Why Study History? 

History is a traditionally accepted academic qualification, well understood by both employers and colleges.  People 

with History qualifications are to be found working in a wide variety of occupations, including law, journalism, sales, 

advertising and marketing, and many forms of management and administration.  Historians may, perhaps 

surprisingly, but not uncommonly, be found in computing and accountancy, as well as in obvious areas like 

teaching and archive work.  History is valuable in its own right, but it also teaches a range of transferable literacy 

and analytical skills which will stand students in good stead for the future.  The chosen GCSE syllabus provides a 

very good basis for the study of A Level History at college. 

THE COURSE 

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the course.  

Paper 1: Understanding the modern world  

Paper 2: Shaping the nation 

One period study: America, 1920–1973: Opportunity and inequality 

This period study focuses on the development of the USA during a turbulent half 

century  

of change. It was a period of opportunity and inequality – when some Americans lived 

the  

'American Dream' whilst others grappled with the nightmare of poverty, discrimination  

and prejudice. Students will study the political, economic, social and cultural aspects of  

these two developments and the role ideas played in bringing about change. They will  

also look at the role of key individuals and groups in shaping change and the impact 

the  

developments had on them. 

· American people and the 'Boom' 

· Bust – Americans' experiences of the Depression and New Deal 

· Post-war America 

  

 

One thematic study: Britain: health and the people 

This thematic study will enable students to gain an understanding of how medicine and public health developed in 

Britain over a long period of time. It considers the causes, scale, nature and consequences of short and long term 

developments, their impact on British society and how they were related 

to the key features and characteristics of the periods during which they 

took place.  

Students will study the importance of the following factors:  

  

· War 

· Superstition and religion 

· Chance 

· Government 

· Communication 

· Science and technology 

· The role of the individual in encouraging or inhibiting change. 

  

We will focus on considering the following questions:  

· Why has there been progress in the health of the British people? 

· How and why has the pace and scale of medical development varied at different times? 

· What impact has medical progress had on people and society? 

· How and why have different factors been more important than others for individual medical developments? 

· What is the significance of key individuals or events in the history of medical development? 



One wider world depth study: Conflict and tension between East and West, 1945–1972 

  

This wider world depth study enables students to understand the complex and diverse interests of different states 

and individuals and the ideologies they represented. It focuses on the causes and events of the Cold War and 

seeks to show how and why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve the tensions which arose during 

the Cold War. This study also considers the role of key individuals and groups in shaping change and how they 

were affected by and influenced international relations. 

1. The origins of the Cold War 

2. The development of the Cold War 

3. Transformation of the Cold War 

  

In previous years we have taken groups of students on an optional weekend trip 

to Berlin to support their understanding of some of the central issues of the Cold 

War – this trip may be reinstated this year if possible. 

We have run this trip four times, and so far it has proved both an enjoyable and 

informative experience for staff and students alike. 

One British depth study including the historical environment: Elizabethan 

England, c1568–1603  

This option allows students to study in depth a specified period, the last 35 years 

of  

Elizabeth I's reign. The study will focus on major events of Elizabeth I’s reign  

considered from economic, religious, political, social and cultural standpoints,  

and will focus on the controversies and scandals of the day. 

1. Elizabeth's court and Parliament 

2. Life in Elizabethan times 

3. Troubles at home and abroad 

4. The historic environment of Elizabethan England 

Students will be examined on a specific site in depth. This site will be as specified and  

will be changed annually. The site will relate to Elizabethan England. The study of a site should enrich students ’ 

understanding of Elizabethan England. 

There is no requirement to visit the specified site. The site is selected by the exam board and changes every year. 

For example, in 2022, the historic site is Burghley’s Almshouse in Lincolnshire – your year group’s site will be 

released soon. 

Students should be able to identify key features of the specified site and understand their connection to the wider 

historical context of the specific historical period. Sites will also illuminate how people lived at the time, how they 

were governed and their beliefs and values. 

COURSEWORK / ASSESSMENT 

Departmental Advice 

For success at GCSE a commitment to hard work is essential.  All students will be expected to complete classwork 

and homework, and be proactive about seeing their teacher if they have difficulties or miss work. History is a 

literacy based subject and you should expect to write in detail both in lessons and in the final exams. Regular 

knowledge tests are completed in class so that revision is ongoing throughout the two year course. 

The course will be supported by textbooks. It is highly likely that students will be offered the opportunity to buy a 

textbook for Year 10 and another for Year 11. Having a course textbook will allow the students to complete work at 

home and study independently. They will be expected to bring this textbook to lessons.  

Further Advice 

Written Paper 1 

(Understanding the modern world) 

2 hour exam (Summer 2023) 

84 Marks - 

50% of total 

Section A – six compulsory questions (40 marks) 

Section B – four compulsory questions (40 marks) 

Plus 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and 

grammar 

Written Paper 2 

(Shaping the nation) 

2 hour exam (Summer 2023) 

84 Marks - 

50% of total 

Section A – four compulsory questions (40 marks) 

Section B – four compulsory questions (40 marks) 

Plus 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and 

grammar 



MODERN FOREIGN 

LANGUAGES 

 



MODERN LANGUAGES GCSE 
FRENCH, GERMAN & SPANISH 

Contact:  Mrs H Stanton              Board:  AQA 

 

THE GCSE COURSE 

 

Studying a Modern Foreign Language at GCSE will teach you the skills and key language 

necessary to deal with everyday situations. You will continue the work of Years 7, 8 and 9, 

revising and extending areas already learnt and adding new topics. While doing this, you will 

find out more about the way of life in the foreign country to help you understand the culture as 

well as the language. 

  

At Key Stage 4 students will continue to study 

French, German or Spanish. This choice should 

be discussed fully with Modern Languages staff 

at the Year 9 Options evening. It is not possible 

to start a new language in Years 10 and 11.  

  

The GCSE examinations in French, German and 

Spanish follow the same pattern. 

 

              

 

 

 GCSE EXAMINATIONS 

The GCSE Examination Board is AQA. Students 

will be assessed in Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing through final examinations and 

each skill will be 25% of the total GCSE. 

Students will be entered for either Higher or Foundation Tier across all four skills, a combination 

of tiers of entry will not be possible. The tier of entry for each student will follow discussions 

between classroom teacher and pupils after GCSE Mock Examinations in Year 11. 



ADDITIONAL 

AND  

SPECIALISED 

COURSES 

 



Contact:  Mr D Peacefield                   Board:  OCR 

  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
  

Students will be studying for OCR Computer Science GCSE. This course will allow students to build on 

the programming skills and algorithmic thinking that they have acquired during Key Stage 3. It involves 

complex mathematics and logic and requires a GCSE benchmark target of a 6 in Maths. 

  

Computer Science is a very practical subject: students will be able to use the knowledge and skills they 

learn in the classroom on real-world problems. It’s also a highly creative subject that calls on learners to 

be inventive. This engaging, modern qualification has been developed in partnership with companies like 

Microsoft, Google and Cisco, organisations like Computing At School (CAS) and also teachers and 

academics. 
  

THE COURSE 
  

The course aims to provide candidates with opportunities to cover:  

 How processors work 

 Computer memory and storage 

 Modern network layouts and how they function 

 Cyber security 

 Software in systems 

 Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental issues 

 Fundamental algorithms in computer science 

 Programming techniques 

 Producing programs through diagrams 

 Program tests 

 Boolean algebra (AND, OR, NOT). 

 Storing data within computers in binary form. 

  
  

EXAM/CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT 
  

The course is 100% terminal examination. There are two written exams which lasts for 1 hour 30 minutes 

each. The exam assesses a student’s understanding of tools, techniques, methods and processes for 

technological solutions. The written exam is examined externally. 

  

There are also a number of Programming Tasks that are unassessed but part of the course. These will 

encourage the student to use new-found programming skills on independent coding projects by solving 

real-world problems. Students will spend a number of classroom hours engaging with the Programming 

Tasks. 

  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
  

This course leads on well to A-Level Computer Science and Level 3 Cambridge Technicals. In order to 

get the most from this course, the availability of a laptop or personal computer at home would be of great 

benefit. 

COMPUTER SCIENCE GCSE 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjxzrHB86vgAhU97uAKHR0RAnkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Focw.mit.edu%2Fcourses%2Felectrical-engineering-and-computer-science%2F6-0001-introduction-to-computer-scie


Contact:  Mr N Tunstill               Board:  OCR 

  

“A solid working knowledge of IT tools has become a basic foundation for success in virtually any career.” 

Bill Gates 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

  

Students study for OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate in Creative iMedia, allowing them to build on the 

practical design skills that they acquired during Key Stage 3.  

 

Digital Media is a key part of many areas of our everyday lives and is vital to the UK economy in the technological 

world in which we now live. The creation design and production of digital media products is a requirement of almost 

every business and therefore there is huge demand for a skilled and digitally literate workforce.  

 

This qualification will help students develop specific and transferable skills such as research, planning and review.  

  

The mandatory units of pre-production and creating digital graphics underpin the qualification and reflect key 

industry skills. The pre-production skills unit is assessed through an examination and contributes 25% of the marks 

for the Certificate size qualification. This course includes a graphics and website design element and requires a 

good understanding of English. Students who have enjoyed the graphics and interactive multimedia product 

sections of the KS3 course will find this course rewarding. This course does not overlap with other option courses. 

  

THE COURSE, CONTROLLED ASSESSMENTS AND EXAMINATION 
 

The course is 25% terminal examination and 75% controlled assessment and is equivalent to 1 GCSE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The written examination and the Controlled Assessments are set by the OCR examination board. The examination 

is marked externally. The Controlled Assessments are marked by the class teacher and then moderated both 

internally and externally. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

  

This course leads is a good foundation for further study of A-Level ICT or BTEC Level 3 

courses.  

The availability of Adobe Suite programmes and a laptop or personal computer at home 

would be of great benefit. 

CAMBRIDGE NATIONALS IN CREATIVE i-MEDIA  
(Vocational Qualification) 

 

UNIT TITLE 
METHOD OF AS-

SESSMENT 
COMPLETED 

R081 Pre-Production Documents 
Written Examination 

1hr 15 min 

Taught in Year 10 

Examined in Year 10/11 

R082 Creating Digital Graphics 
Controlled Assessment 

10hrs (in class) 

Taught in Year 10 

Assessed in Year 10 

R087 Creating Interactive, Multimedia Products 
Controlled Assessment 

10hrs (in class) 

Taught in Year 11 

Assessed in Year 11 

R089 Creating a Digital Video Sequence 
Controlled Assessment 

10hrs (in class) 

Taught in Year 11 

Assessed in Year 11 



FILM STUDIES GCSE 

Contact: Mr I Macdonald      Board:  WJEC / EDUQAS 

       COURSE CONTENT 

If you are someone who has a passion for Film or an interest in studying Film Studies or Media Studies 

at A-Level, then this is the course for you. This new dynamic course is designed to draw on your 

enthusiasm for film and introduce you to a wide variety of cinematic experiences through films.  

Your studies will take you through the history of film, from the classic 1950s Hollywood era to modern 

day independent film making. You will also develop your understanding of British culture through the 

study of classic UK films, as well as gaining an insight into different cultures through the study of non-

English language films. You will have the fantastic opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of film 

through your own short film production.  

Students wishing to apply should have the following attributes: 

 Genuine passion for film as an art form 

 An interest in American historical and current affairs 

 A desire to use film and editing equipment 

 A GCSE benchmark target of a 3 in English 

This course promises to be an engaging, exciting and informative 

introduction to Film Studies creating excellent opportunities for you as a 

pathway after your GCSEs.  

 

ASSESSMENT 

 Written examination and practical film making.  

 

Component One Key Developments in US Film: written examination (1hr 30mins);  

35% of qualification; 70 marks. 

  

Students will study three US films for this component: 

 one comparative study of two mainstream genre films from different  

eras 

 one independently produced film, from a choice of five recent films  

Component Two Global Film: Narrative, Representation and Film Style: written examina-

tion (1hr 30mins); 35% of qualification; 70 marks. 

 Students will be required to study three films from outside the US for this com-

ponent: 

 one global English language film, from a choice of three, produced ou  

side the US 

 one global non-English language film, from a choice of three 

 one UK film, from a choice of three, produced since 2010 

Component Three Production: Non-exam assessment; 30% of qualification; 60 marks. 

  

Students will produce their own extract from a genre film lasting between 2 



YELLOW 

ROUTE 

COURSES 

 



YELLOW ROUTE 
Contact:  Mrs A Dunford                     

 

All students who follow the Yellow Route study all core subjects. In addition, students choose 1 further 
course of their choice at East Surrey College or Brinsbury College. 

These courses are an integral part of the Yellow Route.  Students will follow these courses at East 
Surrey College one day per week (day to be specified).  Students will have to make their own travel 
arrangements and fund the cost of the travel to the college. 

There is a rigorous application and interview procedure prior to acceptance on the course, organised by 
East Surrey College. Monitoring of progress and attendance on the course continues regularly 
throughout the two year course. A full briefing and taster days at the college are provided for those 
students who have made a successful application. Places on these courses are limited and viability is  
dependent upon group sizes. 

Any students who have been recommended the Yellow Route will have a meeting with Mrs Dunford and 
Miss Rushton to discuss  suitable courses as the courses shown  here are examples of the ones 
undertaken most successfully by students in the past 2 years.  

School Link Programmes 



Entry requirements: Pupils must have a positive attitude and a real desire to achieve in this 
vocational area, as well as a good school reference. The college has an expectation of good attendance 
and behaviour. All applicants must attend the East Surrey College interview and assessment day.  

 

 

Course description: This qualification is designed 
to prepare pupils to work in Construction. It has been 
specifically developed for delivery in a training 
environment using simulated conditions, and the 
assessment is based on practical and theory activities. 

  

 

Units/topics covered: 

 

 Introduction to Health & Safety in Construction 

 Painting & Decorating 

 Bricklaying 

 Carpentry & Joinery 

 

Type of assessment: All work will be continuously assessed by observation of practical tasks as 
well as oral and written tests. 

  

Equipment needed: You will need pens, paper and relevant stationery to complete basic 
classroom tasks. For all workshop activities you will need to have your own steel toe boots and overalls. 

 

Where can it lead? Completion of this course enables progression full-time college programmes 
such as a Level 1 Diploma in Construction, Carpentry & Joinery, Brickwork, Painting & Decorating or 
Maintenance Operations. BTEC National Extended Diploma in Construction and continued study to a 
professional HNC qualification in the Built Environment. 

City & Guilds in Construction Skills—Certificate/
Extended Certificate/Diploma—Entry Level 1 

(Vocational Qualification) 



Entry requirements: Pupils must have a positive attitude and a real desire to achieve in this 
vocational area, as well as a good school reference. The college has an expectation of good attendance 
and behaviour. All applicants must attend the East Surrey College interview and assessment day.  

 

 

Course description: The Level 1 is a challenging and exciting course which will enable you to 
embark on a career as a Vehicle or Motor Cycle Mechanic or Technician. You will learn a range of skills 
through a mixture of theory and practical tasks in specially equipped workshops. You will also be expected 
to complete course work and assignments set as homework tasks. 

  

 

Units/topics covered: 

 

 Introduction to Working in Engineering 

 Cutting, forming and assembling engineering materials 

 Introduction to Motor Cycle Maintenance 

 Introduction to Motor Vehicle Maintenance 

 Introduction to  Cycle Maintenance 

 

 

Type of assessment: All work will be continuously assessed by observation of practical tasks as 
well as written tests. 

  

Equipment needed: For all workshop activities you will need to have your own steel toe boots and 
overalls. 

 

Where can it lead? Completion of this course enables progression onto IMI Level 1, City & Guilds 
Level 1 in Engineering, employment, further training or an apprenticeship within the Motor Vehicle 
Industry. 

EAL Motor Vehicle—Level 1 
(Vocational Qualification) 



Entry requirements: Pupils must have a positive attitude and a real desire to achieve in this 
vocational area, as well as a good school reference. The college has an expectation of good attendance 
and behaviour. All applicants must attend the East Surrey College interview and assessment day.  

 

 

Course description: This Level 1 course provides a starting point to a career in hairdressing and 
beauty therapy and gives you the opportunity to develop the practical and communication skills needed to 
work in a salon environment. You will be encouraged to practice your skills in preparation for a Level 2 
programme. 

  

 

Units/topics covered (mandatory): 

 

 Introduction to the Hair and Beauty Sector 

 Presenting a Professional Image in a Salon 

 

Units/topics covered (optional): 

 

 Hand Care 

 Create an image using Colour for the Hair and  

 Beauty Sector 

 Skin Care 

 Shampoo and Conditioning 

 Styling Men’s Hair 

 Styling Women’s Hair 

 Basic Make-Up 

 Hair Styling 

 Plaiting and Twisting Hair 

 

Type of assessment: All work will be continuously assessed by observation of practical and 
communication skills as well as end of unit exams. 

  

Equipment needed: You will be required to wear a uniform of black trousers and a black polo shirt 
or smart black top and closed shoes. Alternatively, you can wear your school uniform. 

 

Where can it lead? Completion of this course enables progression onto a Level 2 Diploma in 
Hairdressing, Media Make-Up, Beauty Therapy or employment as an apprentice whilst you attend College 
1 day a week. Continued study can lead to  Level 3 and higher education levels of study. 

VTCT Certificate in  the Hair & Beauty Sector—Level 1 
(Vocational Qualification) 



LAND BASED ANIMAL CARE STUDIES  
(Vocational Qualification) 

City & Guilds Level 1 Diploma in Land Based Studies at Brinsbury College 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Suitable for those keen to start working with animals whilst developing the skills for progression onto 
higher level courses or entry into the animal care industry. 
This will be a course covering all types of animals including horses, exotic and domestic animals. 
Enthusiasm and commitment to working with animals is the only criteria required for this course.  
Students will have to make their own travel arrangements and fund the cost of the travel to the 

college. 

  
The course is made up of 7 units over 2 years including: 

 Safe and effective working practices 

 Preparing to work in Land Based Industries, 

 Assist with maintaining health & well being of animals 

 Assist with the movement, handling and accomodation of animals 

 Assist with feeding and watering animals 

 Assist with handling and restraint of animals 

  

COURSE ASSESSMENT 

Two online exams, written assignments, practical assessments and a Portfolio of evidence..  

  

ADDITIONAL COSTS 

  Essential protective clothing.  

  Enrichment activities, e.g. educational visits.  

  

COURSE PROGRESSION & CAREER OPPORTUNTITIES 

Progression onto Level 2 Land based studies course in a subject specific area including Agriculture,  

Animal Management or Equine studies.  

  

Employment opportunities exist within pet shops, rescue centres, kennels, stables, farms and other 

animal related organisations. Progressions onto a further education course. 

 

 

School Programmes at Brinsbury College 



LAND BASED CONSERVATION STUDIES  

Open Awards Level 1 Certificate in Conservation (RQF) at Brinsbury College 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The practical nature of the units will introduce you to the conservation sector and give you some of the practical 

skills and knowledge required to pursue a related career. The qualifications will lead to the development of skills 

which are necessary to protect the UK’s natural environment and includes activities designed to develop skills rele-

vant for managing our landscapes, habitats, species and access to our countryside. 

Students will have to make their own travel arrangements and fund the cost of the travel to the college. 

The course consists of group/individual work, lectures, project work, study trips, practical classes.  

  

The course is made up of a range of units over 2 years.  

•  Carry out a Woodland Survey 

•  Conduct and report on a Field Survey for habitat types  

•  Ecology and Conservations 

 Environmental Awareness 

 Teamwork in Environmental Studies  

 Introduction to Wildlife and Conservation 

 Communication in the Workplace 

 Working as part of a Group 

Alongside additional mandatory units (16 credits at L1 – total) 

 

       COURSE ASSESSMENT 

Portfolio of evidence to be completed. Online assessments. Practical demonstrations/assessments.  

  

      ADDITIONAL COSTS 

Essential protective clothing.   

 

COURSE PROGRESSION & CAREER OPPORTUNTITIES 

Progression onto Level 2 Land Based Studies course in a subject specific area including Environmental Conserva-

tion, Agriculture, Animal Management, Horticulture or Equine Studies. 

Employment opportunities exist within animal conservations, sustainability programmes and organisations, estate 

and woodland management, Eco-tourism sector roles. Progressions onto a further education course. 



FOREST SCHOOL 

Contact: D Peacefield                        Board:  OCR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Students will be given the opportunity to take part in our well-established Forest School programme. Forest School is 

a child-centred educational theory: that children need more time in nature, away from phones, and they need to be 

given more trust and be exposed to more risk. In this way, children build a greater ability to concentrate on tasks for 

longer, better vocabulary and listening skills, improved balance and coordination, respect and enthusiasm for nature, 

more confidence, empathy and self-esteem, improved social skills and fewer absences from school. 

  

THE ACTIVITIES 

These are just some of the activities the students may cover with their Forest School Leader: 

· Building, starting and dousing a fire 

· Whittling with various tools including knives and axes 

· Creating various craft objects: by personal choice 

· Use of other tools such as drills, billhooks and saws 

· Rope work and knots, including making their own paracord bracelets 

· Building shelters of various types 

· Cooking outdoors on an open fire 

· Environmental projects such as hedge-laying, weed control, pond management, ground clearance 

· Knowledge of flora and fauna including foraging for edible plants. 

  

EXAM / CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT 

There is no exam for this subject. There are clear expectations about behaviour and safety and above all it should be 

fun.  If there is a risk, it will be carefully assessed by both the leaders and the students. 

  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

This course will only be offered to selected  

students on the Yellow Route in Key Stage 4.  

“Progress does not have to be patented to be worthwhile. Progress can also be measured by our interac-

tions with nature and its preservation. Can we teach children to look at a flower and see all the things 

it represents: beauty, the health of an ecosystem, and the potential for healing?” 

“Time in nature is not leisure time; it’s an essential investment in our children’s health” 

 Richard Louv—Founder of the Forest School Movement 
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LIFE AFTER 
OAKWOOD 

 



LIFE AFTER OAKWOOD 

Oakwood aims to support and inform students in their choices for post-16 education. 

We achieve this through the Work-Related Curriculum and the Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship 
Education programme.  Specialist advice and guidance is also available from the school’s Information, 
Advice and Guidance (IAG) Careers Advisor. 

Students will have the opportunity before they leave school to participate in a College ‘Taster Day’.  
Prospectuses from our local colleges – Reigate/East Surrey/Central Sussex are available for all students 
and they are also informed about open days/evenings for our partner colleges.   

The Study Centre keeps a comprehensive supply of career resources and post-16 college prospectuses. 

Useful information can also be found on the careers link on the school website as well as access to 
independent online careers resources, Kudos. 

The broad career’s programme for students is as follows: 

 

Year 9 

 Surrey Skills Fair 

 Introduction to option choices 

 introduction to Kudos/ Start Careers Programmes 

 Guidance to option choices 

 ‘Kick-Start Your Career’ Day 

 ‘Assemblies from post-16 providers 

 Specialist careers talks/off-site visits for target groups 

 

Year 10 

 “Go to Work with a Parent” Day 

 Individual Opportunities for Work Experience 

 East Surrey and/or Reigate College ‘Taster’ Days 

 Post 16 questionnaire to determine priorities for IAG advisor for the following  term. 

 Assemblies from post-16 providers 

 Specialist careers talks/off-site visits for target groups 

 Enterprise Day 

      

Year 11 

 Surrey Opportunities Fair 

 College Open Evenings 

 Reigate College and East Surrey College Parents/Student Information Evening 

 Applications to colleges 

 Reigate College/East Surrey interviews 

 Careers interviews for selected students with school IAG Advisor 

 Mock interviews for selected students 

 Other post-16 interviews 

 Specialist careers talks/off-site visits for target groups 



OPTION MEETING 

COURSE ABILITY / ENTRY 

REQUIREMENTS 

CONCERNS / WHO 

TO SEE, ETC 
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