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19th October 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Thank you for your continued support in getting all pupils back into school safely over the first half-

term of the school year. I am delighted by the resilience shown and the progress made as we 

remain committed to providing the best education possible for your child, while securing the health 

and safety of our whole school community. Thank you for continuing to follow public health 

guidelines and encouraging your children to do the same. 

You are, by now, fully aware of the steps we have put in place to ensure the safe return of all pupils 

to school and their subsequent progress. We know that you will be keen to understand the impact 

that we are having as term unfolds, what our plans are to ensure all pupils catch up with any missed 

learning and what will happen if a pupil or pupils are asked to stay at home over the coming months. 

That is why we continue to update you in order to keep you fully informed. This letter will also be 

published openly on our website and is being sent to our governors. 

 

School re-opening School currently remains fully open for all year groups. We are 

pleased to report that there have been no closures thus far this term. 

School will be closed during the half term break. 

Attendance Weekly Whole School Attendance: 

                                  Boys       Girls      

31/08/20     96.4%    97.1%      95.6% 

07/09/20     96.4%    96.2%      96.5% 

14/09/20     91.5%    91.3%      91.7% 

21/09/20     91.3%    90.4%      92.2% 

28/09/20     93.7%    93.8%      93.7% 

5/10/20       94.18%   94.45      93.9% 

Attendance from 01/09/20 to  09/10/20 

Whole School:   94.3 % 

Year 7      95.25% 

Year 8      94.79% 

Year 9      92.7% 

Year 10    94.37% 

Year 11    94.02% 

Girls         94.17% 

Boys        94.41% 
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If you are reporting your child absent from school for the whole day 

please download and use the Studybugs app. Alternatively, please 

email attendance@oakwood.surrey.sch.uk or telephone the 24 hour 

Absence Line on 01293 874358. 

 

Information regarding the issuing of Fixed Penalty Notices for 

unauthorised absences will be sent in a separate email. 

Behaviour and 

student movement 

As soon as possible after half-term, the school, will be looking to 

re-introduce a single lunch break, which will run from 1.25-2.05pm. 

This has been made possible through the school investing in an 

additional food service counter which will be set up in the hall for 

Years 10 and 11. The students from these year groups will be able 

to eat their lunch in the hall, should they choose, and there will be 

adequate segregation between the year groups.  

Years 7-9 will continue to be served in the canteen at 3 separate 

serving points and there will be designated “zones” within for them 

to eat indoors. 

The success of these arrangements will depend entirely on the 

students sticking to their designated playground zones when 

outside. 

Students are still welcome to bring packed lunches to school 

should they so wish. 

We have amended the one-way system accordingly to alleviate 

any “pressure points” around the school that this may cause. 

*The rationale for this decision is based on the recently 

acquired playground space we have gained through the 

departure of site contractors, as well, as additional tarmac 

space being purchased by the school. After constant review of 

our procedures, it was revealed that split lunchtimes were 

disruptive to lessons still taking place and draining for staff 

and students alike. It was clear that this was unsustainable 

and it is anticipated that reverting to normal break timings will 

benefit the well-being of the whole community. 

Coverage of the 

curriculum 

The identification of Year 11 students who will benefit from 

intervention and catch-up has taken place. The programme began 

during week beginning 19th October and identified students 

involved were given a letter to take home. Please ensure that your 

child attends all sessions required if they were in receipt of this 

letter. If you have any queries regarding your child’s attendance of 

these sessions please contact Mr Gladstone. 

The school is currently undertaking a review of the curriculum to 

ascertain what Assessment and modifications have been done 

since lockdown. This will inform our planning of future curriculum 

delivery to ensure that your child is receiving the best possible 

provision and support. 

mailto:attendance@oakwood.surrey.sch.uk


 

Assessment On Monday 12th October both halves of Year 11 had a mock 

exams assembly. 

These exams will take place in classrooms during their normal 

timetabled lessons.  The timetable for these mocks has been 

distributed to the students this week. 

A reminder that all students with Access Arrangements will be in 

the Study Centre for these exams where they will be using a 

bespoke piece of software for their exam arrangement needs. 

Full training for this will be given to the students the week after half 

term.  If a student does have Access Arrangements then they will 

need to bring their own headphones in order to use this software. 

Please ensure that your child revises fully for these important 

exams. Given the uncertainty that still exists around next year’s 

exams, the grades they are awarded could be vital in informing 

their final outcomes. 

Remote learning in 

the future 

We undertook a trial of setting work using Microsoft Teams during 

the INSET day on 9th October. 

We are currently collating any issues students / teachers have had 

with this and will produce an F.A.Q. document with a 

troubleshooting help sheet in case we have to use this in the event 

of any kind of lockdown / whole bubble isolation. 

These will be published on the school website within the next 

couple of weeks. 

Please note that Microsoft Teams is another tool to complement 

rather than replace successfully established on line platforms such 

as Seneca learning, Mymaths and Tassomai which already support 

your child’s home learning. 

Mental health and 

wellbeing 

During the Half Term period the students need to find time to relax 

and recharge. If you need any Well Being support or practical ideas 

please go to the Pastoral section of the school website. You will find 

our previous Well Being Bulletins and relevant support agencies 

contact details. 

Please can we remind everyone to follow the Government guidelines 

for COVID that includes Social Distancing, Wearing a face covering 

and regular washing of hands. Horley and the surrounding area has 

been classified as a medium risk therefore it is essential that everyone 

follows the local guidance to keep everyone safe. 

Please can we remind all parents that the students must bring a mask 

to school every day. At present in addition to the mask we have given 

to all students we have also issued another 700 one use only masks 

for those students who have either lost or forgot to bring their mask in 

to school. 

If students would like to purchase another Oakwood mask they cost 

£4.00 and are available from the school shop. 



 

General 

reminders/notices 

The timings of the school day for Friday 23rd October are attached 

with this letter. Please note that food for students eligible for Free 

School Meals will be served in the canteen during first break. 

 *Please also note that on the Friday preceding every half term, 

the school will also close early to allow staff time to clear and 

clean classrooms and offices before the start of the following 

term. This is to ensure that we maintain the school in as safe a 

condition as possible during these difficult times. 

 

I am pleased to report that, thanks to our robust Health and Safety procedures, the school 

continues to function at full capacity in spite of the challenges we currently face. We have had a 

successful first half-term and we are delighted that we have been able to remain fully open. The 

behaviour and focus of the students, almost without exception, has been exemplary and we will, 

naturally, continue to strive to support them to the best of our ability. Please continue to support us 

by ensuring that your child continues to follow all guidelines, protocols and procedures to ensure 

that school opening is sustainable for as long as possible. Have a good half-term break! 

 

Onward and upward! 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr S Potten 

Headteacher 

 

 


