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30th September 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Thank you for your continued support in getting all pupils back into school safely over the past 

month. All of us are committed to providing the best education possible for your child, while 

securing the health and safety of our whole school community. Thank you for continuing to follow 

public health guidelines and encouraging your children to do the same. 

You are already aware of the steps we have put in place to ensure the safe return of all pupils to 

school and their subsequent progress. We know that you will be keen to understand the impact 

that we are having as term unfolds, what our plans are to ensure all pupils catch up with any missed 

learning and what will happen if a pupil or pupils are asked to stay at home over the coming months. 

That is why I am updating you today in order to keep you fully informed. This letter will also be 

published openly on our website and is being sent to our governors. 

 

School re-opening School currently remains fully open for all year groups. 

Attendance Weekly Whole School Attendance: 

                                  Boys       Girls      

31/08/20     96.4%    97.1%      95.6% 

07/09/20     96.4%    96.2%      96.5% 

14/09/20     91.5%    91.3%      91.7% 

21/09/20     91.3%    90.4%      92.2% 

Attendance from 01/09/20 to  25/9/20 

Whole School:   93.17 % 

Year 7      94.76% 

Year 8      92.85% 

Year 9      91.50% 

Year 10    93.16% 

Year 11    93.12% 

Girls         93.5% 

Boys        92.8% 
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Behaviour and 

student 

movement 

From Monday 05th October, the school will be reverting to a single first 

break. The revised timings of the school day are therefore attached. 

This has been made possible due to the departure of site contractors 

now having cleared the site which has bought a welcome increase in 

playground capacity. The revised zones for Break 1 are also attached.  

Split lunchtimes at Break 2 will remain as they were and this will also 

be reviewed as we scrutinise our capacity for serving food to your child 

safely. 

As we approach the winter weather, we will inevitably have to run 

some wet break arrangements. We obviously have restricted indoor 

spaces at our disposal due to COVID-19 arrangements and therefore, 

wet break will only be called in the most inclement circumstances. 

Please support us by ensuring that your child has adequate and 

suitable outdoor clothing for the season. 

 

Coverage of the 

curriculum 

We are pleased to be able to report that all students currently attending 

school are receiving their full curriculum entitlement. Feedback from 

regular Learning Walks around the school report favourably on the 

calm and purposeful atmosphere that can be seen in classrooms. 

Whilst we are currently unable to offer the usual extra-curricular 

programme due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are in the process of 

coordinating catch-up interventions to support Year 11 students in 

preparation for their forthcoming GCSEs. More details about the times 

and venues for these sessions will be communicated in due course. 

Please ensure, if identified for a session, your child attends all of the 

sessions to help them catch up after the lockdown earlier this year. 

 

Assessment A reminder that the Year 11 mock exams will take place from Monday 

9th November to Friday 21st November. 

Students will be issued with a timetable for these in the next couple of 

weeks. 

All exams will take place in their usual timetabled lessons to ensure 

that social distancing guidelines are adhered to. 

*Given the uncertainty currently surrounding GCSE exams next 

year, please stress the importance of good preparation and 

revision for mock exams and assessments. Centre Assessed 

Grades may well play an important part in the awarding of final 

results again next year and Year 11 students have been reminded 

in assembly of the importance of revision and in school 

assessment. 

Remote learning 

in the future 

In the next week we will be listing on our school website the topics that 

each subject will be covering this term with some associated website to 

help support these.  If a student has to self-isolate due to a positive test 

or awaiting a test result, please refer to these for work for them to do 

whilst absent from school. 



 

Mental health and 

wellbeing 

A reminder that if a student has a concern or is worried about an issue 

they can speak to their Tutor, Year Group Leader or visit our pastoral 

team in Student Services and the Well Being Room. 

As we approach darker evenings all students need to be more aware 

of their personal safety during their journey to and from school. This 

includes when walking or when on their bike / scooter. All students who 

wish to ride their bike / scooter to school must have a Bike /Scooter 

Permit. Students can request a letter at the school reception. 

Students will be discussing personal safety and how to keep safe in 

tutor time. 

General 

reminders/notices 

Please ensure your child comes to school with a suitable face covering 

and remembers to wear it in corridors and communal areas. 

All students have now been issued with school branded mask and yet 

we are still getting a number arriving at school without them. 

Unfortunately, we do not have an unlimited number of temporary 

masks to distribute due to the cost of these items 

Replacement branded masks can be purchased from the school at a 

cost of £4 either by Scopay/Tucasi or via the school shop. 

Please note the following dates: 

08 October 2020 ~ early school closure for students 

09 October 2020 ~ INSET day 

*Please also note that on the Friday preceding every half term, the 

school will also close early to allow staff time to clear and clean 

classrooms and offices before the start of the following term. This 

is to ensure that we maintain the school in as safe a condition as 

possible during these difficult times. 

 

I am pleased to report that, thanks to our robust Health and Safety procedures, the school 

continues to function at full capacity in spite of the challenges we currently face. The behaviour 

and focus of the students, almost without exception, has been exemplary and we will, naturally, 

continue to strive to support them to the best of our ability. Please continue to support us by 

ensuring that your child continues to follow all guidelines, protocols and procedures to ensure that 

school opening is sustainable for as long as possible. 

 

Onward and upward! 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr S Potten 

Headteacher 

 

 


