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Dear Parents/Carers and Students

Welcome to Oakwood School. We trust that you will
find this prospectus informative and hope that you will
be keen to gather further information. You are always 
welcome to visit the school and take a tour to see our   
thriving community for yourselves.

Oakwood is a school characterised by a caring, happy and vibrant community. 
An ethos of respect and happiness pervades the school and this is generated 
through the fantastic support and loyalty from staff, students and parents in all 
areas. Oakwood values and benefits from positive working relationships and 
collaboration with our feeder schools in the Horley Learning Partnership, local 
secondary schools, our post-16 and higher education partners and the local 
community. 

The school vision of ‘Achieving Excellence Together’ is fitting as the common 
sense of purpose at the school and the way in which we expect all stakeholders 
to work together for the benefit of all students. Our vison and values are 
embodied by the “7Cs”, a copy of which can be seen in this prospectus and 
on our website. These are the qualities that we strive to instil in all learners, 
all the time remembering that respect is the core value that lies at the heart of 
everything we do.

Naturally, we place great emphasis on student learning, challenge and 
progress and we expect our students to aspire to be the very best they can 
be and never settle for second best. Alongside the academic rigour that we 
demand, students are provided with a wealth of extra-curricular trips, events 
and opportunities that give them quality experiences in preparation for the 
modern adult world. 

In developing our students, we recognise that great schools are happy schools. 
We ensure that students’ progress and well-being remain at the heart of all that 
we do. Every child has a right to be content and safe in an orderly and well-
structured learning environment. We expect, therefore, that all students take 
pride and play a fully active role in their learning in all aspects of the curriculum. 
We are rightfully proud of the continued progress and achievements of the 
school and look forward to further success in the future. 

Students at Oakwood are given a range of leadership opportunities such as the 
successful School Council, the Student Leadership Team and Peer Mentors 
to ensure they develop the right skills to be successful in the competitive and 
ever-changing adult world. 

We are rightfully proud of our school ethos and aspiration. We are confident 
that your child will be too. The supportive Governing Body and all staff are 
fully committed to providing outstanding teaching and outcomes for your 
child. Oakwood is a truly thriving learning community where everyone works 
together to ensure that nobody is left behind. 

Yours faithfully

Simon Potten, Headteacher
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We are members of the Horley Learning 
Partnership and take pride in playing a leading 
role in the important work of enabling learners 
in Horley to aspire to fulfil their potential. This 
high quality partnership combines the skills 
of local schools and community services to 
provide rich learning opportunities, support 
and aspiration for all students in the local 

community.

Our Aim
Oakwood School is committed to providing 

learning experiences for all our students 
preparing them to be well-rounded, fully qualified 

learners, wholly equipped for the modern 
adult world. We ensure a safe, happy and 

orderly learning environment which enables all 
students to thrive and fulfil their academic and 
social potential. The school community works 
in partnership to ensure that all students are 
inspired by “Achieving Excellence Together.”
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The Learning Journey
We believe that students must become independent learners so that they can continue with

the process of learning outside school and after Oakwood, therefore, we place much emphasis 

on developing a love of learning and take care to ensure that the students enjoy exciting

and motivating experiences. We believe ‘Every Lesson Counts’ and we ensure the learning 

experience is stimulating and thought-provoking.

We have high standards, setting every student challenging, achievable targets in every subject. 

We monitor progress regularly and your childs’s tutors, teachers and Year Group Leader will 

share this with you via Interim and Full Reports as well as Parent Evenings. We celebrate

when students do well, and, in consultation with the Student Council, have implemented a 

system for rewarding high achievement. We know that success deserves recognition, and 

praise is emphasised. If a child falls behind, however, we are prompt to react to the situation. 

Underachievement is always challenged. Our target is for all students to achieve more than 

nationally expected levels of progress.

High Achievers

These students are offered opportunities to extend their learning through a wide range of 

educational visits  (where possible) and activities such as university visits to either Oxford 

or Cambridge, problem solving challenges and extended workshop activities. Students are 

identified to take part in activities which extend and enhance their academic courses. The 

opportunities for more able students offer exciting challenges, as well as a chance to work with 

older year groups and students from other schools.
 

The Access to Learning Faculty (Special Needs)

The Access to Learning Faculty (ALF) supports students who need additional support to make 

appropriate progress and who have a learning difficulty or disability. This covers four broad 

areas: 

•	 Communication and Interaction Needs (Speech, Language, Communication, Autism) 

•	 Cognition and Learning Needs (Dyscalculia, Specific Literacy Difficulties such as              

dyslexia; moderate learning difficulties) 

•	 Social, Emotional and Mental Health Needs (severe anxiety, ADHD, trauma) 

•	 Physical and Sensory (visual, hearing or sensory impaired: all disabilities)  

All teachers offer Quality First teaching in order to meet the usual range of needs found in a 

class. If a student needs additional support, they are admitted to the SEND Register. Support 

may be in the form of information sharing; teaching assistant support in class; specialist 1:1 

or small group intervention; a bespoke timetable; liaison with outside agencies and more. In 

addition, we have a specialist Low CoIN Centre to support 10 students who have an EHCP for 

Communication and Interaction needs. Zones of Regulation and Elklan strategies are used by 

staff and we have a bespoke room to assist children with autism.  

Teaching & Learning 
The Oakwood D.E.A.L 
(Deep Engagement Active Learning)

Teaching and Learning at Oakwood School is promoted through “The Oakwood D.E.A.L.”.  
This is a consistent approach to teaching which ensures students will; 

•	 Achieve beyond their potential with a high level of challenge
•	 Be highly motivated using a range of learning styles
•	 Have opportunities for active learning
•	 Have work individually tailored to ensure that they can apply 

and demonstrate their understanding
•	 Engage with teacher feedback (both verbal and written) to 

ensure further progress is made
•	 Develop high levels of resilience
•	 Develop the skills of long term memory

This will be delivered in an environment of;

•	 High expectations for all learners
•	 Independent and collaborative learning
•	 Research and enquiry
•	 Passion, reflection and risk taking
•	 Engagement and focus 
•	 An aspirational and positive  “I can do” attitude to learning
•	 The promotion of consistently high literacy and numeracy skills 

for all through all subject areas
•	 Building resilience though independent study

Students will;

•	 Be fully prepared for all lessons

•	 Take pride in their work

•	 Have a positive attitude to all aspects of school

•	 Be good role models for others

•	 Think independently and reflect

•	 Challenge themselves and take risks

•	 Respect the right of others to learn

Our Policy

If you are interested in finding 

out more, the full policy can 

be found on our website. 

www.oakwood.surrey.sch.uk.

We look forward to an exciting 

and stimulating 2022-23 

when we all work together 

as a partnership in delivering 

your child’s education and 

preparation for their lifelong 

learning journey.
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Support For Success
One of our strengths at Oakwood is the quality of our 
relationships and the personal development, student 
welfare, and support which the students receive. 

Transfer from Primary School

The first year of secondary school is a particularly important time for our students. We work 
very closely with partner primary schools to ensure the transfer to secondary school is as 
smooth as possible. We endeavour to make sure that each student develops a familiarity with 
Oakwood before they arrive on the first day of Year 7. We make every effort to meet each child 
in his or her primary school before they join Oakwood; Year 5 and 6 students regularly visit 
us to enjoy our facilities in English, Mathematics ,and Modern Languages. A number of our 
specialist staff visit our local primary schools on a regular basis. 

The Year System

Our pastoral system is organised in year groups, led by a Year Group Leader and supported by 
a team of Tutors and Year Group Pastoral Assistants. All year groups are organised into single 
year tutor groups and Tutors work closely with the Year Group Leaders to monitor day-to-day 
progress of students throughout their school careers. The “Year System” also encourages 
students to develop “Student Voice” teamwork and leadership skills, taking leadership 
responsibility as Form Representatives, Peer Mentors, Wellbeing Ambassadors, Prefects, and 
School Council Members. 

The House System

All students are allocated into one of five ‘Houses’ when they join the school; Austin, Brunel, 
Newton, Shakespeare, or Nightingale. We organise a wide range of inter-house competitions 
and sporting activities throughout the year, thus giving every student the opportunity to get 
involved in a range of events which include the whole school community.

Relationships Are 
Improved Through 
Communication

eBulletin - you will receive a monthly eBulletin celebrating activities 
and successes.  

Termly Oakleaf- you will receive electronically the termly magazine 
highlighting students’ activities and achievements.

Online ‘Virtual Learning Environment ‘ - in addition to      
the information on the website, parents, students and teachers also 

have access to the interactive, 24/7 intranet portal. The website 
offers syllabus materials and forums, as well as communication 
systems which enable students and parents to communicate 
directly with teachers. Parents will have online access to information 
specifically about their child/children e.g. attendance reports, 
behaviour, homework, notices, rewards, school reports and 
timetables. 

Personal Reports - you will receive regular teacher reports (3 per 
year) regarding your child’s progress, attitude to learning, behaviour 
and homework, as well as the opportunity to come to school 
and meet staff to talk about your child at Parents’ Evenings. If 
parents/carers are unable to visit the school, due to Government 
restrictions, we we do offer online parents meetings.

Texts - if your child is late or absent and we have not heard from 
you, or when we would like to get a quick message to you, a text   

 will be sent.

Parents’ Forum - all parents are invited to join this highly 
effective group of parents who work with the school to improve 
policy and practice, really making improvements to the school 
learning environment and the opportunities available to students at 
Oakwood. 

Email and phone - all parents’ can be in email and phone contact 
with the school at any time during school hours.
 
PTA - We have a thriving PTA, made up of parents and staff, 
who support the school by arranging many fundraising activities.  
Fundraising events provide an opportunity for parents, staff and 
students to get together.  It also serves as a platform for parents to 
meet and have a voice with regards to where funds are allocated.

Ensuring 
our learning 
environment is 
purposeful

Throughout 2022-23 we 
have continued to develop 
our Behaviour for Learning 
policy based around our 
school values, these are 
more commonly referred 
to as the 7Cs (Challenge, 
Courtesy, Communication, 
Community, Consistency, 
Clarity and Collegiality.) We 
know that good behaviour 
is the prerequisite to good 
learning. We expect everyone 
to be polite, courteous, 
respectful and helpful and 
Oakwood students are 
frequently complimented on 
their demeanour and attitude. 
We have a very clear code of 
conduct with rewards for good 
behaviour and fair sanctions 
for those who need help to get 
it right. This firm framework 
enables everyone to learn 
in a calm and purposeful 
atmosphere.
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On Course For Success

Key Stage 4 
Curriculum
At Key Stage 4, we are delighted to offer considerable flexibility 
in tailoring the curriculum according to individual student’s needs 
and aspirations.  

Our curriculum enables all students to study GCSEs in 
Mathematics, English, Combined Science Trilogy (with a group 
of higher ability students studying Triple Science) and Religious 
Education with three further subjects of choice.  In addition, 
students follow courses in Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship 
Education and Physical Education. We are pleased to continue to 
offer a small number of vocational courses in conjunction with East 
Surrey College and Brinsbury College.
   
Year 9 students and parents are given in-depth, comprehensive 
support and advice when choosing from a wide range of subjects 
for their GCSE Options.

On Course For Success

Key Stage 3 
Curriculum
Year 7 students entering Oakwood in 2022 join us during an 
exciting period as we embrace the redesigned Key Stage 3 and 
Key Stage 4 Curricula and the national progress measures for all 
students.

The school continues to build on its successes in easing student 
transfer from primary school to secondary school by embedding 
solid foundations for the future academic and personal success at 
Oakwood.

Our close liaison with our primary schools has meant that we 
have developed an exciting curriculum which enhances the skills, 
attributes, knowledge and attitudes of our young learners. Subject 
specialist teachers from all areas of the school have developed 
academic courses which are designed to help our young people 
to become successful independent learners, confident individuals 
and responsible citizens. All of the subjects have a focus upon 
essential skills for academic study so that students take control of 
their learning, as well as raising their standards of education and 
attainment levels.

An enhanced programme of cross-curricular co-operation between 
different subject areas allows students to benefit from improved 
skills in Information Technology, Literacy, Numeracy as well as 
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development. Oakwood strives 
to maximise enjoyment, creativity and preparation for future study at 
Key Stage 4 and beyond.

Key features of our pathways are:

•	 the opportunity to choose which academic courses each student wishes to study
•	 a choice of GCSE (or equivalent) option subjects for those students who may already have a clear career 

path in mind
•	 a wide range of GCSE (or equivalant) qualifications tailored to suit a student’s academic needs
•	 the option to take subjects which enable access to the Enlgish Baccalaureate including Modern Foreign 

Languages, Humanities, Combined Science (Trilogy), and Triple Science for selected students. This range of 
subjects enables students to access the English Baccalaureate
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The Academic 
Curriculum
The Oakwood curriculum provides a rich learning environment and opportunity for all students. 
Students entering Oakwood will begin an education which will prepare them for a rapidly 
changing world which requires a commitment to lifelong learning.

Our learning environment has been enhanced over recent years with stunning high-quality 
drama studio suites, refurbished science laboratories and an extension to the canteen, 
including a new dual-purpose canteen/dance studio. There are new faster, higher specification 
computers in each teaching room and 9 dedicated IT rooms across the school. Our new 
expansion program will include an additional 14 teaching spaces/classrooms including state of 
the art IT facilities.

Key Stage 3

The first years at Oakwood provide a sequenced curriculum with the key building blocks for 
the future, offering opportunities for students to consolidate, develop and apply knowledge and 
skills within a wide range of academic subjects.

Oakwood works closely with our primary schools in order to maximise potential at Key Stage 3. 
We are continually reviewing and evaluating our collaborative programme which includes:

•	 Oakwood staff visiting primaries to observe lessons and share good practice
•	 Year 5 and Year 6 students visiting Oakwood to experience curriculum opportunities in a 

secondary setting, e.g. Mathematics and Modern Languages
•	 Working closely with Year 6 students and their teachers in the term before they arrive at 

Oakwood
•	 Offering an exciting Forest School to students transferring to Oakwood

In Year 7 we teach subjects in both mixed ability tutor groups and in ability ‘sets’ to ensure 
students are making the best possible progress.  During the course of the first term, 
mathematics begin to group students by ability. A hybrid model of settings and mixed ability 
classes increases steadily in the core subjects of maths, English, science and languages as 
students move through the school. Curriculum areas also organise regular activities both within 
and outside the classroom to ensure that students have wide and varied opportunities and 
experiences.

In Year 9 students embark upon their GCSE courses in English with maths and science 
following a transition programme of study in preparation for GCSE.  This allows some core 
subjects to benefit from a three-year Key Stage 4 curriculum.  All other subjects, known as 
foundation subjects, start their GCSE courses in Year 10 at the start of Key Stage 4. 

Our rapidly changing world demands many key skills; literacy, numeracy, computer science,  
social skills and citizenship. These skills are all the cornerstones of our curriculum. All students 
take computer science lessons, which are complemented by subject-specific IT tuition within 
their other subject areas. Students may extend such skills through the Study Centre with its 
computer facilities. 

A programme of enrichment and extension exists for students who wish to develop their 
skills further. Art, IT, drama, technology, science and physical education can all be accessed 
after school. Students exhibiting a high level of ability are offered extended programmes and 
additional opportunities which broaden and deepen their interests and studies. 

The 14-19 Curriculum (Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4)

This phase of the school curriculum has seen many changes and will continue to do so over 
the forthcoming years, with varied GCSE specifications and new grading now in all subjects. 
Oakwood has placed itself at the forefront of many national developments and rigorously 
continues to deliver teaching and learning of the highest quality, whilst ensuring that our 
curriculum is aspirational and appropriate to all.

It is one of the strengths of the school that we are able to provide a spectrum of academic 
and vocational courses. At the centre of the curriculum are the pillars of the core subjects of 
English, mathematics, science. The core subjects are provided with proportionally more time 
than others as they form the basis of so much learning. The curriculum is then extended by 
the subjects of modern languages, technology, humanities and creative arts. Every student 
also takes courses in physical education, religious education and personal social health & 
citizenship education

Examination courses are varied and provide many different routes through which students may 
pursue their goals. Most students will take nine subjects at GCSE, whilst others may reduce 
this number in order to concentrate on alternative practical or vocational courses, both in 
school and through links with colleges offering level 1 vocational courses. This flexibility within 
the curriculum allows students to choose subjects which best allows them to reach their 
potential and aspirations for the future.  Students’ work is monitored closely and those ready to 
advance are offered additional programmes designed to widen their horizons and deepen their 
understanding.
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Lifelong 
Learning
Beyond 
Oakwood
Students from Oakwood, in line with the national expectation for 
all students to remain in education or training, move to post -16 
Colleges such as Reigate, East Surrey or Central Sussex at the end 
of Year 11. Our partner colleges of East Surrey and Reigate offer 
all students the opportunity to follow a range of pathways from 
Level 3 courses such as T Levels and A levels, to Level 1 vocational 
qualifications and Level 2 GCSEs.

The transition between Oakwood and colleges is extremely well 
structured with College Taster Days at the end of Year 10.
 In addition, representatives from Reigate and East Surrey deliver 
assemblies to Year 10 and Year 11 students at Oakwood. 
 Students make an application to the Colleges of their choice and 
are interviewed prior to their acceptance. 

Guidance for the Future

In Years 7 – 9 (Key Stage 3) as part of their PSHCE Curriculum 
students study a broad range of topics preparing them for the world 
of work. In year 9 students participate in a careers event allowing 
them valuable encounters with employers and employees prior to 
their secletion of GCSE subjects. 

Throughout their time at Oakwood students are presented with a 
wealth of up-to date information about career choices which are 
delivered through special assemblies and tutor time activities. We 
have an independent Career’s Advisor who interviews and guides 
students through one to one interviews in Year 11, enabling them to 
focus upon their strengths and suitable career paths.  Throughout 
the two years of Key Stage 4, students have an opportunity to gain 
experience of the world of work with visiting speakers from a range 
of employers including information on Apprenticeships. Students 
are offered the opportunity to visit Universities to raise their 
aspirations about Higher Education. In Year 10 we are reintroducing 
the opportunity for students to undertake a work experience 
placement. 

Personal, Social, Health and 
Citizenship Education

Throughout Key Stages 3 and 4 students follow a varied programme 
built around the three core themes of Health and Wellbeing, 
Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Living in the World.  
The course is designed to develop the core competencies essential 
for students’ personal development and to prepare them for life 
in modern Britain.  These competencies are Respect (for self 
and others), Responsibility (including choices and influences) and 
Resilience.   These themes and competencies are also explored 
and reinforced by the wider academic and pastoral curriculum. 
Citizenship topics are also covered in PSHCE as well as in other 
subjects such as History.  Positioned within the Beliefs and Values 
Faculty, learners are provided with the knowledge and skills to live 
healthy, safe, productive, and responsible lives and are supported 
in making effective decisions about their future learning, career, and 
finances. We promote students’ self-esteem and emotional well-
being and help them to form and maintain worthwhile and satisfying 
relationships.  The course encourages students to play an active 
part in political and civil society and to have the confidence to affect 
change in their communities.

Key Stage 4 students study:

•	 English Language and English Literature GCSE
•	 Mathematics GCSE
•	 Combined Science GCSE (Trilogy)
•	 Physical Education
•	 PSHCE
•	 Religious Education GCSE

Students can also choose three other 
subjects to study from the following:
•	 Art and Design GCSE
•	 Computer Science GCSE
•	 Drama GCSE
•	 Film Studies GCSE
•	 Food and Nutrition GCSE
•	 Geography GCSE
•	 Graphics GCSE
•	 History GCSE
•	 Hospitality and Catering, BTEC Level 2 Course
•	 Creative iMedia (Vocational Qualification)
•	 Modern Foreign Languages (French, Spanish and         

German) GCSE
•	 Music GCSE
•	 Photography GCSE
•	 Physical Education GCSE
•	 Resistant Materials GCSE
•	 Vocational subjects at Brinsbury College  and East Surrey 

College
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Enhanced Learning
At Oakwood we are fully committed to supporting 
learning within the local community offering 
opportunities for courses at the school as well as 
hosting and organising events, projects and activities.

We are very proud of the benefits which have been brought about at Oakwood:

•	 A ratio of 1 computer to 2 students within the school
•	 Establishment of ICT (Information Communications and Technology) facilities within several 

curriculum areas
•	 Teaching rooms equipped with a teacher computer, interactive whiteboards and/or      

data projectors
•	 Computerised registration and student tracking systems
•	 Innovative Plasma Screens as part of the internal communication system
•	 A multimedia suite for film-making, photography and editing
•	 A wireless-based ICT network
•	 A high-quality, state of the art, Drama, & Dance Suite
•	 Banks of Chromebooks and laptops
•	 Industry-standard software

Enhanced Facilities

Other recent improvements to our facilities:

•	 Refurbished ICT classrooms, science labs and technology rooms
•	 Small teaching group areas
•	 Additional security with entrance gates
•	 Environmental grounds makeover and an extended dining room with additional covered 

social areas
•	 A modern Medical/Welfare and Attendance Facility for students
•	 Purpose-built recording studios, practice rooms and well-equipped music teaching rooms
•	 Laser cutters and a 3D printer in Design Technology
•	 Extended dining room and cooking facilities
•	 Extended and reconfigured PE changing rooms
•	 A new 10 classroom building currently under constrcution

Learning and the Arts
Creative Arts at Oakwood is a thriving faculty housed in a closely grouped community of specialist 
buildings. Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 study three subjects; art, drama and music.  In Years 10 and 
11 students can choose to study art, drama, music or photography at GCSE level.  All four courses 
are perfect starting points for the many creative courses offered at the local colleges and many 
Oakwood students go on to successful careers in the creative industries. 

Every year the Creative Arts Faculty collaborates to produce a “Whole School Performance” 
bringing together pupils from across the age range and drawing on the skills which pupils have 
learnt in all four subject areas. 

The Creative Arts Faculty has excellent links with the local schools and colleges. Local primaries 
visit to watch matinée performances and we hold joint art exhibitions.

Music
The Music department at Oakwood offers many opportunities to foster young talent, whether 

it is supporting performances as part of courses or organising our acclaimed Christmas 
Show or Spring and Summer Showcases. We are committed to giving our students the 

opportunities to learn, practise and perform to the best of their ability. Instrumental 
and vocal tuition is available to students through the Music department which also 

includes a large and hugely successful Steel Pan Band.

Art and Design
The Art & Design Department encourages work in a broad range of media 
and the annual GCSE Exhibition of students’ work showcases both two 
and three dimensional work and photography. The Art department is 
equipped with a kiln and a dark room. Students are introduced to Digital 
Art through animation packages and Photoshop. We have a thriving after 
school art club and the art rooms are always packed at lunchtime.  Visits 
to galleries are a key part of the GCSE course. 

Drama
The Drama department enables students to develop their life skills whilst 

learning about Drama and Theatre.  Year 10 and 11 Performance Evenings 
are held annually to showcase the talents of students.  The department is 

housed in stunning new drama studios equipped with specialist lighting and 
sound equipment, as well as an extensive collection of costumes and props.  

Students are given many extra-curricular opportunities including drama clubs, 
theatre trips and acting workshops.

Photography
Increasingly the visual arts use digital photography and image manipulation over traditional art 
materials and processes.  To ensure our students are fully equipped for this ever-changing world 
we offer Photography as a separate GCSE.  Based on the Art and Design GCSE, but using 
photographic equipment and processes, the course starts by introducing pupils to traditional 
darkroom and film techniques before developing into digital photography and editing.  The course 
includes three visits or photo-shoots and culminates alongside Art and Design in the GCSE 
Exhibition.
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Additional 
Opportunities At 
Oakwood
We believe that the love of learning should be fostered not only in the classroom but also 
through activities which are organised outside of lessons.  We are proud of the extra-curricular 
experiences available at Oakwood which are in excess of those offered at many other schools.  
Here are just a few examples:

•	 Team building at Blacklands Farm
•	 Residential trips to France, Germany, Spain and Berlin
•	 Opportunities to join The Army Cadet Force which is based at Oakwood School
•	 Ski trip
•	 Geography field trips
•	 After-school clubs in many subject areas including technology, science, drama, art, IT, 

humanities and PE
•	 Regular visits to London theatres and art galleries
•	 Enrichment activities such as visits to the First World War battlefield
•	 The Oakwood Steel Pan Band – open to all
•	 Wide-ranging music and sports activities including individual instrumental singing lessons
•	 Membership of the Oakwood Sports Centre
•	 School Production
•	 Football Trip

We are committed to safeguarding students and 
promoting their welfare at all times, whether in  
school or on extracurricular activities. 

Sport At Oakwood
Oakwood School believes that Physical Education has a major 
influencing contribution to a student’s healthy active lifestyle. 
Through our well-structured lessons, students gain a valuable 
experience of teamwork and leadership skills, allowing them to 
increase their self-confidence and develop their physical, mental 
and social wellbeing. Students have two hours of PE timetabled 
a week at Key Stage 3 where we offer a broad and balanced 
curriculum consisting of football, netball, rugby, hockey, 
badminton, basketball, athletics, cricket, stoolball, dance, 
fitness, gymnastics, rounders, table tennis, tennis, trampolining, 
volleyball, aerobics, boxercise, lacrosse 
and cheerleading. 

We have an extensive after-school sports and activities 
programme with different clubs available on each day of the 
week. These prove very popular with our students and allow 
them to extend and enrich their sporting experience.

School Teams and Clubs

Football - We have teams who have experienced success at 
district, league and cup level and also individuals who have 
represented professional clubs. Women’s football has also been 
strong with District, National and International representation. 
We also run football tours abroad having previously been to 
Lisbon, Barcelona, Malta and Milan. 

Cricket - - The school supports the local cricket clubs and is 
lucky enough to have access to their excellent facilities. A lot of 
our cricketers play at club level and some have gone further to 
represent the County. 

Netball - We have teams in each age group which play in 
the district league and also have “feeds” to local clubs where 
students play in adult leagues. We have also had students who 
have played at County level. We have enjoyed a fantastic netball 
tour to Malta where we have experienced success against local 
teams.

Individual Sports - We have district representation in 
gymnastics, trampolining and athletics and compete in District 
Athletics competitions with selected performers representing 
South Surrey in the Inter Counties Athletics Championships. Our 
students are regularly medal winners in the District competitions 
and have also competed at County and National level. 

We run an Annual Ski trip. 

Facilities

We are very privileged to have such a wide variety of facilities 
here on site which include - A fully equipped fitness gym, 16 
acres of playing field - 4 football pitches, full-size rugby pitch, 3 
netball courts, floodlit multi-surface play area, 200m grass track, 
4 court sports hall and a mirrored gym.



1918

Support For Students’ Learning

Parent & Student

Form Tutor
The form tutor is usually the first point of contact if you 

have a query.

Subject Teacher
The subject teacher is the first point of contact if you 

have a query about a particular subject.

Year Group Leader
Contact can be made with the Year Group Leaders if 

you feel the matter is of a serious nature.

Head of Department/Faculty
More serious concerns about subject specific queries 

can be addressed to the appropriate Head
of Department/Faculty

Deputy Headteachers
If the above serious concerns have not been resolved.

Secondary education provides children with a wide range of 
opportunities to develop both their interests and confidence. 
Throughout their education at Oakwood we offer a strong 
support structure to ensure that each student is able to fully 
develop their potential both academically and within the many 
extracurricular activities offered.

Organisation of Tutor Groups

To ensure a firm foundation at secondary school and 
maximising upon the excellent links with our feeder schools, 
Year 7 students, on entry to Oakwood, are placed in a tutor 
group. The students are also allocated to a House.

It is essential that the academic work in the school is combined 
with the wider development and support of the child. In order
to ensure good communication and progression, Oakwood is 
divided into two Key Stages which cover the 11 - 16 age range. 
The Heads of Faculty, Subject, and Year Group Leaders, all 
monitor the students’ progress in learning and liaise with the 
relevant Assistant Headteacher and the Deputy Headteachers.

The Communication System
at Oakwood

At Oakwood we believe in a strong home/school partnership 
and parents are encouraged to contact form tutors and subject 
teachers as the need arises. The diagram on the opposite page 
indicates the lines of communication and support within
the school.

An important aim of Oakwood is to help every student develop
into a confident young adult, who will leave the school at
16 with the social and academic skills to cope with the ever 
increasing complexities of the real world. To develop self-
esteem and confidence, Oakwood  acknowledges and
rewards achievement and attainment in the many aspects of 
personal development. Our reward system is an integral part of 
celebrating the worth of every child.

Curriculum Support

Admission arrangements for students with special educational 
needs and disabilities are the same as those applied by the 
Local Education Authority for all students. In identifying students 
with special educational needs Oakwood School follows a Code 

of Practice in accordance with the new Government guidelines. 
Additional provision is made available to students with specified 
special educational needs and disabilities. All teaching staff 
are responsible for providing access to the curriculum for all 
students. They receive advice and assistance from both the 
Access to Learning Faculty and a variety of external agencies. 
Please see the school website for SEND information and the 
Oakwood SEND policy.

The School Counsellor

Oakwood offers a counselling service staffed by an experienced 
Counsellor, with whom worries or concerns can be discussed. 
Teachers, Year Group Leaders, Faculty Leaders, Student 
Services, parents or students themselves may make referrals. In 
addition, the Counsellor offers ‘Open Door’ sessions at breaks 
where students may drop in for a reassuring chat. 

Student Mentors/ Wellbeing 
Ambassadors 

We have a team of Year 10 and Year 11 Student Peer Mentors 
trained to mentor and support students as they transfer into 
Oakwood. Peer Mentors are attached to each Year 7 tutor 
group and are available to talk through problems with their 
young mentees. The mentors are supervised closely and 
provide an invaluable peer counselling service. We also have 
some students who are trained as Wellbeing Ambassadors 
focusing on supporting the school in their approach to develop 
good physical, mental and emotional health and wellbeing for all 
students.

The School Nurse

We have close links with the  school nursing team  and the 
usual medical links with the Local Health Authority,
They can offer advice and guidance on matters relating to a 
healthy lifestyle.

Child Protection

The school’s  Designated Safeguarding Team are Mr J Easlick 
(DSL), Mrs E Sherman (Deputy DSL), Mr T Rose, Mrs J Wright, 
Mr J Sims, Miss A Rogers, Miss C Rushton, Mr E Dronfield, Mr  
N Tunstill and Mrs N Beckett.

Member of the Senior Leadership Team
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Oakwood School Governors’ 
Policy Statements
The Governors at Oakwood have a general responsibility for
the effective management of the school in accordance with the 
framework set out by national legislation and the policies of the 
Local Authority. The Governing Body has representation from 
parents, staff, the County Council and from members of the 
community to make sure the school has a balanced perspective 
on all matters relating to its administration.

Education is a partnership between students, staff, parents
and the wider community and the greatest benefits are derived 
when all participants  contribute fully. As a Governing Body, 
we see it as one of our major responsibilities to ensure that the 
appropriate environment is provided within the school to enable 
these  partnerships to flourish. The focus for the Governing
Body is the strategic role in supporting the school and helping 
to develop a learning community where all students reach their 
individual potential and go on to become valuable members
of society.

David Brown, Chair of Governors

Accessibility Plan - Oakwood School is a Community 
School committed to equal opportunities. We aim to provide 
accessibility to all members of our community regardless of 
physical, learning or technological limitations. Full details are 
available on our website.

The curriculum offered to students encourages inclusive 
participation and we work hard to make all information about 
the school accessible to all. We are committing resources to 
upgrade our building in order to further facilitate accessibility 
but inherent design issues make access to certain parts of the 
school challenging.

Attendance Policy - The staff of Oakwood School are 
committed, in partnership with the parents, students, governors 
and the Local Authority, to building a school which serves
the community.

Research has shown  all students benefit from regular 
attendance at school and it is key to an individual’s social, 
emotional and educational progress and attainment. As a 

school, we will encourage parents to ensure that their children 
achieve maximum possible attendance and that any problems 
that prevent this are identified and acted upon promptly.

Charging and Remission Policy - The Governors believe that 
students at Oakwood have an entitlement to education which is 
free of charge. Beyond the National Curriculum, Oakwood seeks 
to offer its students opportunities to broaden their education by 
undertaking experiences organised by the school. There may
be charges for these activities; however, the Governors do not 
wish to disadvantage any students and, therefore, assistance 
will be considered for all parents unable to meet any of the 
charges. The school will make a contribution to cover the 
marginal cost of students who are registered for free school 
meals or other exceptional circumstances and have requested 
support prior to the activity taking place. The full policy 
document relating to charging and remission is available on our 
website.

Details of some of the Governors’ 
Policy Statement

Disability Equality Scheme - Oakwood School will take 
proactive steps to ensure their disabled students, staff, 
governors, parents and other people using the school are 
treated equally in line with recommendations in The Disability 
Discrimination Act.

Equality, Diversity and Community Cohesion Policy 
Oakwood School is a Community School committed to 
promoting equality, diversity and community cohesion. The 
school aims to provide equality and excellence for all in order to 
promote the highest possible standards and to encourage every 
student to reach their own potential. Oakwood strives
to foster mutual respect, sensitivity and understanding among 
all members of its community. Everyone is encouraged to 
respect the culture of others and to recognise and celebrate the 
differences between people. The principles of this policy applies 
to all Governors,  staff, students, parents and
community members.

Never Settle for 
Second Best
We aim to “Achieve Excellence Together” and to 
make the difference to ALL of our students by 
creating an inspiring learning environment which 
encourages aspiration in all of our learners to ensure 
that they fulfil their potential.

What Our Students 
Say About Us
“My transition to Oakwood was very smooth, it felt like I’ve 
been here all my life!”

“I love how we have so many opportunities. The food is 
good and the teachers are brilliant at explaining the work.”

“I love Oakwood School. They really encourage you to 
learn and have a growth mindset.”

“I like Oakwood School as all the subjects are challenging and 
could inspire you to achieve goals in any way possible.”

“This school has so many opportunities for you. You can do all 
kinds of things and their support system is so clever. I love coming 
here!”

“My Teachers have been extremely supportive and encouraging; 
highlighting my strengths and helping through my weaker 
subjects.”
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Term Dates 2022 – 2023

Autumn Term  1st September to 16th December

Spring Term  3rd January to 31st March

Summer Term  17th April to 21st July

Term Dates 2023 – 2024

Autumn Term   1st September to 15th December

Spring Term  2nd January to 28th March

Summer Term  15th April to 23rd July

Oakwood School Admissions Policy 
September 2023

Oakwood is a Surrey Community School and our admissions are 
administered by the Local Authority. Our Published Admission 
Number (PAN) for September 2023 is 330.

To find up to date information about the school’s admission 
arrangements and details on how to apply, either as part of the 
normal intake or during the school year, please visit the Surrey 
County Council or the Oakwood School wesbites.

The School Day
Monday - Friday

All Years

Registration 08:40

Assembly 08:50

Period 1 09:05

Period 2 10:05

Break 1 11:05

Period 3 11:25

Period 4 12:25

Break 2 13:25

Period 5 14:05

Day End 15:05

Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) - Oakwood School 
believes that Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) should be 
an integral part of the learning process, and should be available 
and relevant to all students in keeping with the provisions of the 
Equality Act 2010.   The RSE programme at Oakwood has been 
planned in order to meet the requirements of the Relationships 
and Sex Education (RSE) and Health Education statutory 
guidance which details the content that all schools must 
legally deliver to students by the end of secondary school. The 
programme at Oakwood School will be delivered in a sensitive 
and caring atmosphere, and will aim to make students aware 
of the need to have a responsible attitude towards personal 
relationships and their sexual health. The lessons will provide 
the opportunity for students to develop positive self-image, 
self-esteem and self- confidence;  together  with a knowledge  
base that underpins  the development of the physical, moral and 
emotional aspects of the individual. All elements of Relationship 
and Sex Education will be provided within the context of moral 
considerations and the value of committed relationships, family 
life and responsible parenthood.

Religious Education - Religious Education is a well- 
established part of our curriculum and is taught throughout 
the school in accordance with Surrey’s agreed Syllabus for 
Religious Education. The subject is presented in a way that 
encourages students to form their own conclusions whilst 
offering an important insight into the nature of religious belief and 
its contribution to everyday life. Through Years 7 - 11 Religious 
Education is taught as one of the core subjects.

Parental Right of Withdrawal - Parents have the right to 
withdraw their children from Religious Education, assemblies 
and some elements of the RSE programme (see RSE policy 
for further details). Those wishing to do so should contact the 
Headteacher in writing.

Oakwood School Complaints Policy and Procedure 
Although the vast majority of parental concerns are dealt 
with by the form tutor or subject teacher, the Governors have 
adopted the Local Education Authority’s Policy on Responding 
to Parents’ Concerns. A copy can be downloaded from our 
website or is available upon request.

Special Educational Needs & Disabilities (SEND)  - 
Oakwood School will ensure that all students have equality of 
opportunity, and are valued equally regardless of their abilities 

and behaviour and have access to a broad, balanced and 
relevant curriculum, which is differentiated to meet individual 
needs. Full details are on our website.

Oakwood School follows the Government Code of Practice 
and the provision made by the School will not be less than that 
defined in this Code of Practice.

Special educational provision will be made available to students
with identified special educational needs.

Safeguarding Children (Child Protection) - The school 
is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
students and young people and expects all staff and volunteers 
to share this commitment. Please see our website for full details 
of our policy.

Sporting Aims - Oakwood School believes in SPORT FOR 
ALL. Whilst accepting that individual students will excel in 
sporting disciplines and that many will be interested in being 
involved regardless of their ability, the school encourages ALL to 
take part. Sport offers our students:

•	 physical fitness
•	 training in leadership
•	 team building skills
•	 opportunities for meeting people
•	 understanding and accepting fair play

Policy 
Documents

All copies of policy documents adopted by 
the Oakwood Governing Body are available 
for parental reference. Some of the policies 
are available on our website, or for further 

details please contact the Clerk to the 
Governors via the Headteacher’s P.A.
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School Uniform - PE
During your son/daughter’s time at Oakwood their lessons will consist of many
different activities.  

It is important that students remember to bring the CORRECT KIT. The teacher will tell your 
son/daughter which kit (indoor or outdoor) will be required for each lesson (a towel is optional 
to allow students to shower should they wish at the end of each PE lesson).

Kit left in the changing rooms will be collected at the end of the day and treated as lost 
property. This may be claimed from the PE staff.  

During ALL lessons the changing rooms are locked, but valuables may be left with the member 
of staff for safekeeping, if required.  

Students excused on medical grounds must provide a letter from a parent on the day – this is 
acceptable for the first FOUR weeks, after which a medical certificate should be provided. This 
will ensure for all concerned that a minor problem does not become a major one.  

After school there will be clubs and team practices, which include – netball, hockey, football, 
rugby, trampoline, basketball, badminton, gymnastics, cheerleading, athletics, tennis, cricket, 
volleyball, archery and outdoor pursuits. We hope that your son/daughter will enjoy taking part 
in as many of these activities as they can.

Oakwood School Uniform
Students attending Oakwood are our ambassadors and are expected to dress and behave in a way which reflects the standards
we seek to achieve. The uniform should be smart with all items clearly marked. If students are unable to wear the uniform for any 
reason  the school must be notified in writing by the parents. Under no circumstances will we tolerate clothing or hairstyles which 
reflect adolescent cults. Please see the school website for details.

Item Acceptable

Blazers 
(Compulsory) -
Boys and Girls

Jumper/Cardigan 
(Optional) - Boys and 
Girls

Shirt - Boys

Blouse - Girls

Trousers - Boys and 
Girls

Skirts (Optional)

Ties - Boys only

Hair

Socks/Tights

Shoes

Outer Coats

Jewellery

Plain black with Oakwood badge in House colour.

Plain black V-neck long-sleeved with House colour 
trim or plain black v-neck sleeveless jumper with 
House colour trim (available only from the school 
uniform supplier)

Plain white with shirt collar and sleeves

Plain white with open neck, revered collar, blouse 
may be fitted to sit just over waistband

Plain black tailored trousers in style suitable
for school

Plain black with pleated back available only from 
the school uniform supplier

An Oakwood House tie available only from the 
school uniform supplier.

Hair should be of a natural colour and style, no 
shorter than a number 1

Black or flesh coloured (no white socks)

All black sensible and formal school shoes which 
can be shone, which provide protection on 
stairwells, in workshops and practical lessons

Preferably outer coats should be a dark colour in a 
style suitable for school. We suggest that students 
who cycle to school should wear orange or yellow 
armbands/over jackets so that they can be seen 
on dark days

1 plain ring only. 1 wristwatch.
1 plain ear stud in each ear (silver or
gold coloured)

Kit List
Black/White shorts - Mid thigh length
Black football/ white socks
White polo t-shirt (preferably Oakwood shirt)
Plain black sweatshirt - no hood (preferably Oakwood sweatshirt) 
Oakwood House coloured t-shirt (compulsory)
Astroturf Trainers/football boots
Plain black tracksuit bottoms or sports’ leggings
Shower towel - optional

The school cannot accept responsibility for 
jewellery worn to school.

Students will need to apply for a Bike Permit 
in order to keep their bike in school.

Students applying for a permit must agree 
to wear a cycle helmet on their journey to 

and from school.
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Oakwood results.  End of Key Stage 4:  2022
GCSE Examination Results

Provisional Non-GCSE Results

Course M/F Entries 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 U
%            
9-7

%
9-5

%
9-4

%            
9-1

Combined Science
(Double Award)

All 199 2 16 39 46 58 94 83 32 4 22 14.3 40.5 64.1 94

F 98 1 9 20 23 28 42 46 14 1 10 15.3 41.3 62.8 93.9

M 101 1 7 19 23 30 52 37 18 3 12 13.4 39.6 65.3 94.1

Art & Design All 34 1 2 1 12 6 7 4 1 0 0 11.8 64.7 85.3 100

Art & Design: 
Photography

All 34 1 3 1 10 6 5 6 2 0 0 14.7 61.8 76.5 100

Art & Design: Graphic 
Comm

All 6 1 0 1 1 0 2 0 1 0 0 33.3 50 83.3 100

Biology All 32 10 8 4 8 2 0 0 0 0 0 68.8 100 100 100

Chemistry All 32 5 5 8 8 5 1 0 0 0 0 56.3 96.9 100 100

Computer Science All 18 4 1 1 2 2 2 5 1 0 0 33.3 55.6 66.7 100

Drama All 19 2 3 3 5 1 2 3 0 0 0 42.1 73.7 84.2 100

Design & Technology All 36 1 0 5 7 4 5 6 6 1 1 16.7 47.2 61.1 97.2

Film Studies All 16 0 0 2 2 2 1 2 4 2 1 12.5 37.5 43.8 93.8

Food Preparation & 
Nutrition

All 30 0 1 2 4 7 4 7 3 0 1 10 46.7 60 93.3

French All 29 0 2 5 4 11 2 4 0 1 0 24.1 75.9 82.8 100

Geography All 136 1 6 12 16 30 17 22 24 6 2 14 47.8 60.3 98.5

German All 35 1 1 1 6 11 8 6 1 0 0 8.6 57.1 80 100

History All 101 3 9 16 27 13 4 12 9 7 1 27.7 67.3 71.3 99

Music All 23 1 2 1 4 4 4 4 2 0 1 17.4 52.2 69.6 95.7

PE All 86 1 4 5 8 13 12 14 19 9 1 11.6 36 50 98.8

Physics All 32 11 9 7 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 84.4 100 100 100

RE All 230 9 12 24 34 23 30 41 27 23 5 19.6 44.3 57.4 97

Spanish All 21 2 3 2 2 10 0 2 0 0 0 33.3 90.5 90.5 100

No.
Average Attainment 

8

TOTAL 234 4.66

Girls 113 4.71

Boys 121 4.61

Attainment 8

Qualification Name M/F Entries L2Distinction* L2Distinction L2 Merit L2Pass L1Distinction L1Merit L1Pass U

CNAT ICT All 17 0 0 0 1 2 3 4 7

Qualification M/F Entries 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 U
%            
9-7

%
9-5

%
9-4

%            
9-1

English Language

All 231 7 10 19 34 54 44 48 9 2 3 15.6 53.7 72.7 98.3

F 111 3 5 6 20 30 26 16 4 0 0 12.6 57.7 81.1 99.1

M 120 4 5 13 14 24 18 32 5 2 3 18.3 50 65 97.5

English Literature

All 231 5 8 16 44 48 42 41 17 5 5 12.6 52.4 70.6 97.8

F 111 2 4 10 23 24 17 25 6 0 0 14.4 56.8 72.1 100

M 120 3 4 6 21 24 25 16 11 5 5 10.8 48.3 69.2 95.8

Mathematics

All 231 10 17 18 23 35 60 33 24 10 1 19.5 44.6 70.6 99.6

F 111 1 12 7 10 17 26 20 14 4 0 18 42.3 65.8 100

M 120 9 5 11 13 18 34 13 10 6 1 20.8 46.7 75 99.2

Provisional GCSE 9 - 1 Results for students educated at Oakwood School

Provisional GCSE 9-1 Results for all Oakwood School Students

Achieving 9-7 in 
English & Maths

Achieving 9-7 in 
English

Achieving 9-7 in 
Maths

All 10.3% 19.2% 19.2%

Girls 8.8% 18.6% 17.7%

Boys 11.6% 19.8% 20.7%

Achieving 9-5 in 
English & Maths

Achieving 9-5 in 
English

Achieving 9-5 in 
Maths

All 40.2% 60.7% 44.0%

Girls 38.9% 64.6% 41.6%

Boys 41.3% 57.0% 46.3%

Achieving 9-4 in 
English & Maths

Achieving 9-4 in 
English

Achieving 9-4 in 
Maths

All 64.1% 77.8% 69.7%

Girls 61.9% 84.1% 64.6%

Boys 66.6% 71.9% 74.4%

Students Entered 
for English, Maths 
& Science EBacc

EBacc
English

EBacc
Maths

EBacc
Science

EBacc
Humanities

EBacc
Languages

All 75 6.4 6.2 6.3 6.1 5.3

Girls 42 6.1 5.7 6.1 5.8 5.4

Boys 33 6.6 6.8 7.2 6.4 5.2

English Baccalaureate Average Point Score*

Results Summary 9-4 (Standard Pass)

Results Summary 9-5 (Strong Pass)

Results Summary 9-7

Qualification Name M/F Entries L2Distinction* L2Distinction L2 Merit L2Pass L1Pass U

DT: Hospitality & Catering All 25 0 0 6 5 11 1
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Achieving 
Excellence Together
If you require any more information on any of the topics listed below, please 
contact the school.

•	 our pastoral system
•	 the 2022 academic results
•	 outstanding opportunities in Sports, Music, Art, Drama and Dance
•	 an exciting, stimulating and learning  environment
•	 and so much more …

Headteacher:  Simon Potten  
Chair of Governors:  David Brown

Balcombe Road, Horley, Surrey, RH6 9AE

Tel: 01293 785363

Fax: 01293 786465

Email: admin@oakwood.surrey.sch.uk

Website: www.oakwood.surrey.sch.uk

Visit the Oakwood Website

Visit our Admissions Page


