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10th September 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
It gives me pleasure to be able to write to you at the end of the first full week of full school 
reopening to update you on our progress as well as to advise of any key issues in the 
forthcoming weeks. Many thanks to those of you who have sent me constructive thoughts and 
suggestions about how we may improve our day to day operations as we forge ahead in the 
new way of working. 
 
Start times 
 
I am delighted to say that students seem to be adjusting well to the staggered start times. We 
are now effectively clearing the front of school and students are cooperating by reporting to 
their designated zones. Please remember that times change next week so that years 8 and 10 
should arrive at 8.35am and years 7, 9 and 11 should arrive at 8.55am. Your support for this 
safety measure for your child is very much appreciated. 
 
Masks 
 
You will have noted that with full school return we are experiencing, in various areas across 
the country, rises in cases of infection and, in some cases, partial or full school closures. This 
is well documented in the national media. After much discussion and consultation I have 
decided, therefore, that from Monday 14th September masks will be mandatory for students 
and staff at Oakwood School when moving around corridors or in communal areas. I am very 
grateful to the parents who have given me their views on this and I am fully aware that a mask 
does not represent a panacea for the transmission of the virus. However there is much 
evidence that proper masks can be effective in filtering out certain particles, thereby reducing 
the risk of transmission to some extent. Bearing this in mind, our main aim in enforcing masks 
is to ensure that the school remaining open is sustainable for as long as possible for the benefit 
of your child’s education.  
 
Over the coming weeks we will be supplying all students and staff with a customised Oakwood 
School mask which I hope will support all families with this decision. I attach an information 
sheet surrounding the mask and its care for your perusal. Please ensure that you share the 
revised mask protocols with your child which I also attach for reference. 
 
We realise that this will be a period of adjustment for students, and will of course adopt 
a sensitive and sensible approach in ensuring that they are worn effectively. 
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Absence 
 
As the term progresses we are receiving an increasing number of calls surrounding student’s 
potential absence when they are presenting with illness symptoms. This is naturally a worrying 
time and we sometimes have to remind ourselves that not all illnesses are necessarily COVID 
19 related. I therefore, attach an information sheet which I hope will support you with actions 
to take should your child present as being ill. It also includes information about quarantine 
should you or your family happen to have been abroad. 
 
And finally, I am immensely proud of how the school community has responded to full school 
opening in some very challenging and complex circumstances. Students and staff are clearly 
delighted to be back at school and whilst we face the challenge of ever changing complex 
guidance on an almost daily basis, the collegiality, courtesy and strong sense of community 
ensure that we continue to rise to the challenge. As ever, I am immensely grateful to all those 
of you who have expressed your support and gratitude as we continue to strive to ensure your 
child thrives during their time at Oakwood School. 
Onward and upward! 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher  


