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Dear Parent/Carer 
 

I hope this finds you well. Today at school we have received advice from Surrey County Council 
regarding the re-introduction of masks in communal areas in schools. The advice and evidence for this 
can be seen below. 
 

The latest data, as of Tuesday 23 November, further reinforces that the pandemic is far from over. 
Many districts and boroughs in Surrey have some of the highest COVID-19 rates in the country amongst 
school-aged children and the wider community. Rates across Surrey are unfortunately continuing to 
rise.  
 

As Surrey is an area of high prevalence, we are advising the following additional measures:  
For the remainder of Autumn term, face coverings will now be strongly recommended in 
communal areas (excluding classrooms) for primary school staff and visitors, and secondary 
school pupils, staff and visitors, unless they are exempt or have a reasonable excuse. This is 
applicable to all Surrey schools and further education settings. As usual, please continue to 
promote regular Lateral Flow Testing and vaccination uptake for those eligible as per guidance. 
 

I am sure you can appreciate how hard Oakwood School has worked throughout the pandemic to keep 
the school community safe. We would wish to maintain this in the light of rapidly rising numbers of 
COVID infections and talk of new variants on the horizon. In particular, we would wish to support our 
students, staff and their families in staying as safe as possible as Christmas approaches. 
It is with all of this in mind, therefore, that we will be asking students and staff to wear masks in all 
communal areas around the school with effect from Tuesday 30th November, with the exception 
of those students who are exempt. Naturally we have a list of students who are exempt from previous 
measures. However, if you would like to re-affirm this or add your child, with the necessary medical 
evidence, please inform Mrs Champion on pchampion@oakwood.surrey.sch.uk 
 

Please also see the following reminders to help stop further cases of infection: 
There are a number of other ways parents/carers can help to prevent the spread of the virus: 

• Up to one in three people who have COVID-19 can spread the virus without knowing. This is 
because they have no symptoms, so it is vital that parents/carers get their child a PCR test if 
they develop coronavirus symptoms.  

• Please encourage your secondary school children to lateral flow test twice a week, to avoid 
unknowingly spreading the virus.  

Anyone over the age of 12 is now eligible for their coronavirus vaccination. A full list of all places offering 
the vaccination across the South East, whether that be first or second doses, or the Covid-19 booster, 
visit  Find a walk-in coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination site - NHS (www.nhs.uk). To book an 
appointment – visit Book or manage your coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination - NHS (www.nhs.uk). 
People that can’t go online can book by phoning 119. 
 
I am sure I can count on your support as we strive to ensure Oakwood School continues to thrive in the 
light of these ongoing challenges. 
 

With thanks and best wishes 
 

Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 
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