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Good afternoon all Oakwood students, 
 
I thought it appropriate to write to you all after some of the announcements that have come from our 
Government in recent times. I had hoped to be nearing the end of January and be in a position to be 
able to write to you with our proposed plans for some form of school re-opening and had, therefore, 
held off until now. Sadly, that does not seem to be forthcoming at the current time and I fully appreciate 
how frustrating this must be for you. Today’s announcement from our Prime Minister mentions schools 
remaining closed “until at least 8th March” which not only means that it goes beyond half-term, but who 
knows what “at least” means….watch this space! I sincerely hope, therefore, that the following words 
serve to pour some oil on anxious and fed up waters and remind you that Oakwood School continues 
in its usual vein….with our students very much in our hearts and minds. 
 
It is fair to say that we miss you all. At the time of writing, I am sat at my desk in a very quiet school. I 
miss the smiles, the laughter, the hustle and bustle, and the chats with you all, not to mention the banter. 
I feel, and always have felt, enormous pride in Oakwood, its ethos and values and, in simple terms, you 
lot. Whilst there is a much used saying that says “You never appreciate what you have until it’s gone”, 
I can never say that this is the case with Oakwood with me, but it is certainly true that not being fully 
open serves to remind us of what a great school this is. 
 
As I said in today’s video message, this latest lockdown is tough. I fully understand that. Through talking 
to my own children and working with you, your parents and your teachers, there is a definitely a sense 
that this is not funny anymore! But what I want to say to you today is….keep the faith, stay strong, be 
cool, stay focussed and, above all, pull together so that we get through this stronger and better than 
ever before. That is my mission (and I can be incredibly stubborn!) and I want it to be yours. Remember 
that your teachers are working flat out to engage with and support you. This afternoon, I will be meeting 
with the Senior Leadership Team to discuss the various further ways in which we can interact with you, 
even if it is just to see how you are doing!? You are never far from our thoughts and I know that all of 
the staff remain as resilient and committed as ever to ensuring that you continue to thrive and shine. 
 
Just a few golden nuggets that I have gleaned from various sources throughout the pandemic…..I have 
tried some of them myself and trust me they help….. 
 

 Be good to yourself……allow yourself a little treat every day.  
 Look after others; generosity and kindness are good for the soul and make the world a 

happier place.  
 Don’t work too hard…do what you can to stay fresh, but no one wants to go under or 

become stressed.  
 You will not fall behind….this is a national lockdown, which means you are in the same 

boat as others and our job is to make sure you are well prepared for your future….and 
we will!  

 Rest and sleep when you need to. 
 Try something new….there is a whole world out there you might be surprised how much 

you enjoy it and, if you don’t, at least you have learnt something.  
 Cook, laugh, dance, play or listen to music, smile, read and sing….they are all very 

therapeutic!  
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 Help out around the house…. your parents could definitely use that right now.  
 Get some fresh air!  
 Don’t have too much screen time, either on the computer or your gadget…..it’s not good 

for you and hurts your head!  
 Take the dog for a walk…they are a man’s best friend, don’t answer back and are pretty 

awesome at giving a hug when it’s needed. 
 Touch base with someone, even if it is your teacher, with some kind words….it will make 

the world of difference to them and make you smile inside. 
 Look after yourselves….remember that we are always there! 

 
And finally, let me leave you with a reflection that is very much a truism. In meeting with the Principals 
of East Surrey and Reigate Colleges today (on line of course), I was brought up to speed with the 
achievements and future destinations of the students of Oakwood past. Many of them have been 
attending the Colleges respectively throughout the pandemic, so it was great to hear of their 
accomplishments. The comment that resonated with me was as follows…. “The great thing about 
Oakwood students is that they are by far the nicest and best to work with of all the students that we 
take.” And that, ladies and gents, is your destiny…..well-rounded, happy, engaging and high achieving 
young adults, regardless of what adversities life may throw at you. 
 
I hope this has been as joyful to read as it has to write. Stay strong and keep going…you’re doing great 
and you know where we are….right behind you! We’ll “speak” again soon. 
 
Hang in there….you rock! 
Onward and upward, 
 
Mr Potten. 
 


