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7th January 2021 
 
 

Dear Year 11 student / Parent and Carer, 
 
Having had the dubious pleasure of listening to the Secretary of State for Education’s statement 
regarding next year’s GCSE exams, I thought it only right to drop you all a line at this most difficult of 
times.  
 
In many ways, your Year group will have felt the most recent lockdown and school closure more sharply 
than most. I have witnessed first-hand the anxiety and worry you will have all felt around the uncertainty 
surrounding your GCSE exams throughout the last school term, since September. At the same time, I 
have nothing but admiration for the strength and resilience you have shown in “just getting on with it” 
and doing your utmost to catch up on your studies since the first lockdown in March. 
 
Well, yesterday, it was confirmed that this year’s GCSE exams will be cancelled and will be replaced 
instead by teacher assessed grades. Given this announcement, the Cambridge National in Creative 
iMedia exam scheduled for Monday 11th January 2021 will now be cancelled. Those of due to sit this 
exam will be in a good position due to the fact that you have already completed your coursework. 
 

I hope that this will give you some much needed and well-deserved clarity in terms of where we go from 
here. As I write, I am aware that Mr Dronfield and Mr Tunstill are working together on a virtual assembly 
and message that will shortly be sent to you, to give more detail as to what all of this means for you. 
  
So what I would like to say, initially, by way of reassurance is as follows; take the future as a time of 
stability - Oakwood School, as always, has got your back! Look carefully at the Remote Learning you 
are set, create a timetable for its completion and submit it only when it is done to the very best of your 
ability. Talk to us….let us know when you need help and support, and respond to your teacher’s 
feedback. Remember that the more good quality work and evidence of effort you give to your teachers, 
the better equipped they are to award you a positive, fair and fully justified good grade.  
 
Together “we have got this”, you are always in our thoughts and help, support and guidance is only a 
stone’s throw away. Keep embodying the 7Cs as expertly as we have come to expect of you and you 
will smash it, knock it out of the park and lay the foundations for the bright future you all deserve. Now 
is not the time to sit back, rather take the opportunity we will provide, together with your teachers, to 
show us what you can really do. So work hard, keep in touch and we look forward to being in a position 
to award really positive grades for you in the summer. 
 
Onward and upward….good luck! 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Potten 
Headteacher 
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