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26th May 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope this finds you well and that you have enjoyed the Bank Holiday weekend and profited from the 
fine spell of weather we have been having. It is certainly the case that sunshine officially helps lockdown 
and I hope that this has proved to be true in your households. 
 
My main reason for writing to you today is to discuss the newly released guidance for secondary school 
provision which was released yesterday, 25th May 2020. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-
june/planning-guide-for-secondary-schools  
 
You will note that it is stated that secondary schools should consider implementing their plans for Years 
10 and 12 only from the 15th June and I, therefore, wish to share with you the implications for Oakwood 
and our thinking on this matter. The Senior Leadership Team at the school have for some time been 
discussing and working on how we may provide some face to face support to supplement the remote 
education of Year 10. There is a clear expectation “that remote education will continue to be the 
predominant form of education delivery” for this year group.  
 
As I have stated previously, it is clear that any school reopening will not be undertaken in the normal 
fashion. This is due to the complex nature of ensuring that everyone is safe and following government 
guidelines where practically possible. There are further complexities to be considered in that it is 
recommended that only a quarter of pupils in Year 10 are in school at one time, together with us having 
to ensure that no pupils are on the school grounds other than for agreed contact time. It is also 
incumbent on us to ensure that students are educated in minimising risks as they travel to and from the 
school. I am sure you would understand, therefore, that this is a complex issue that makes planning 
somewhat difficult. The government itself has made many amendments to its original plans and this 
further complicates how schools can react to a situation that is changing on a daily basis. Please, 
therefore, bear with us whilst we work to provide the much needed clarity. 
 
I am enormously grateful to the Senior Leadership Team for their work in planning for this eventuality 
to date. We have revised several different versions of how we may best safely re-open and I am pleased 
to announce that we are currently actively considering Curriculum Review and Progress meetings with 
an appropriate staff member for all Year 10 students during the week beginning 15th June 2020. Further 
details, procedures for and timings of these meetings will be sent to parents together with appointment 
times and venues once staff availability and preparations have been finalised. We would ask at least 
one parent to attend these meetings with their child, if at all possible. It is anticipated that this will 
facilitate the best discussions, reviews of progress to date and future support required.  
 
Once these meetings have been conducted, we will then consider how and when we are best able to 
support Year 10 students in their individual subject areas. The details of this will again be communicated 
at a later date once we are clearer on staff availability and capacity and only after robust review and 
consideration of outcomes from the earlier meetings. 
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It should be stressed that all of these arrangements are, of course, subject to daily review. We are 
aware that the government review of the five tests will not take place until the 28th May and we will 
respond accordingly to any updated scientific advice regarding the Coronavirus pandemic. Naturally, 
we will be reviewing our own local context to ensure that all of the school community are safe and well. 
We have already taken all necessary steps to minimise risk and ensure we are following all relevant 
guidelines. Again, these may change on a daily basis, depending on the results from our constant 
monitoring of the situation.  
 
I hope that this provides the reassurance for Year 10 students and parents alike that we are responding 
to their need accordingly in preparation for their exams next year. Conversely, I realise that the news 
we are unlikely to see students in years 7 to 9 will be met with huge frustration and disappointment. 
This is felt by colleagues as well and I wish to reassure the parents of those students that we will 
continue to review the quality of their home learning as well as ensuring that they are a key focus for 
us in our planning for September to ensure that their progress is supported to our full potential.  
 
And finally, I would like once again to re-iterate my gratitude for the many messages of support we have 
received from Parents/Carers at this immensely difficult time. Your positivity, encouragement and 
gratitude are hugely appreciated and go a long way to helping us maintain morale. We will naturally 
continue to strive to ensure that we care and provide for your child to the best of our ability throughout 
this crisis.  
 
Onward and upward! 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 


