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25th June 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope that my weekly communication finds you all well and managing to wade your way successfully 
through the increasing pace of announcements and updates as lockdown partially eases. I hope also 
that you are managing to enjoy (and survive!) the latest heatwave that has hit the country, though it 
looks like temperatures are set to return to something more comfortable by the weekend. 
 
This week, it has been wonderful to see a large number of Year 10 students return to school for subject 
specific meetings with specialist teachers to support their progress and home learning during lockdown. 
I am heartened to note that we have been able to offer face to face support for over 170 students in the 
year group, which is testament to the inclusive way we have approached partial re-opening. We had 
approximately 75% attendance at the first set of Maths meetings which is encouraging. We still have 
capacity for the remaining meetings, so please do contact the school if you require one…they are 
proving to be very beneficial. Naturally, the meetings have thrown up a number of issues individual 
students and families have experienced during lockdown. It is good to have this information so that we 
are fully able to provide the requisite support and advice. It will also, of course, help us to shape our 
approach to the forthcoming meetings scheduled for Years 7-9, the planning of which is well underway.  
 
I was recently privileged to listen to a behaviour and pastoral expert in the locality and was interested 
to note his thoughts about how schools should approach re-opening. He was candid in stressing that it 
is imperative for schools to gauge the mental health and potential anxiety of students post lockdown, 
before being able to meaningfully tackle academic progress. The need for re-establishing routines and 
robust compassionate support is vital and I am, therefore, proud that our current system of interviews 
will enable us to do just this and reach out to all students before the summer holidays. Such is the 
caring and inclusive nature of Oakwood School. 
 
This week also, the Senior Leadership Team met to discuss the potential wider re-opening of school in 
September. This is something that we are committed to and absolutely wish to see happen. Sadly, we 
do not yet appear to have a clear Government strategy or set of guidelines to help us prepare for this 
and we await the promised announcement from Gavin Williamson next week. What is clear, as you can 
see from the attached photographs, is that we cannot safely fully re-open the school with the existing 
rules and guidelines around social distancing and student “bubbles” for learning, let alone where we 
can store furniture that would be removed from smaller classes. To be able to implement a full 
curriculum, we need to be allowed to have larger class sizes and the rules around social distancing to 
be relaxed so I welcome the rumours that are currently circulating, that this is expected. 
 
Naturally, any wider school re-opening will carry some risk with regard to Coronavirus and we will need 
to ensure that all necessary safety precautions are taken to support the Health and Wellbeing of the 
whole school community. There will inevitably, initially, be a need for staggered start and finish times 
to the school day for different year groups. Depending on the current state of the pandemic, we may 
have to adopt rotas for student groups. All of these are issues that myself and the leadership team are 
grappling with to ensure that we are prepared. Any re-opening will include the constant need for 
education and reminders for our students around hand-washing, safe movement around the school and 
social distancing within the local community. I am sure I can rely on parental support for that. It is so 
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important that we get the strategy right if we are to minimise the risk of schools potentially having to 
close again in the future. 
 
In recent days, it has come to our attention that a small number of our students have taken advantage 
of the hot weather to go for a refreshing dip in the River Mole. As will be featured in the next Wellbeing 
Bulletin, please could I ask parents to remind students of the need for water safety, particularly in open 
water contexts. The dangers of this are well documented. What is also vital, is that students do not use 
private farmland to access the water, thereby trespassing. We sadly have received a complaint from 
the farmer about this and are currently working with the relevant authorities to identify the students who 
have been caught on camera doing this, so that the parents can be informed. 
 
And finally, I would like to express my gratitude and signal the enjoyment I have had in speaking to 
such a wide variety of parents and students over the last week. To hear how you have all fared during 
lockdown and to see the clear resilience and fortitude you have shown is a true tonic. These are 
undeniably tough, if not crazy times. The many messages of support and encouragement for how the 
school has responded to this crisis are much appreciated and go a long way to ensuring that we will all 
keep striving to provide for our students and families to the very best of our capabilities. Perhaps 
naturally in this situation, I have regularly allowed myself to reflect on what is the right approach and 
response to COVID-19. In such crises, it is sometimes easy to criticise and become negative but, given 
that it is unprecedented, I wonder whether anyone can get it entirely right. I was, therefore, struck by 
the relevance of this inspiring quote….. 
 
“When written in Chinese, the word 'crisis' is composed of two characters. One represents danger and 
the other represents opportunity.”  
 
I am proud of how Oakwood School has dealt with the danger and seized the opportunity. We have 
learned so much from this situation and learning only serves to make us wiser, stronger and better, and 
that bodes for a bright future. And that is just what we will continue to do, confident of our approach, 
our ethos and our values. 
 
Take care all….my kindest regards, as always. 
Onward and upward 
 

 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 
 

 


