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20th April 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope that my latest communication finds you well and managing to survive and even thrive. I fully 
appreciate that the announcement that a further extension of three weeks to the lockdown 
arrangements will have impacted adversely on families. However, I can only hope that you will find 
reassurance in the fact that Oakwood School continues to work tirelessly to support you, your family 
and the community to the best of our capacity. 
 
Over the holidays, we have had one or two very positive and constructive e-mails from parents 
regarding the provision and completion of homework after the holidays. Some parents have queried 
whether we will be using learning platforms to create online virtual classrooms. We are avoiding this 
strategy at the current time in our bid to avoid any potential safeguarding concerns around hacking (to 
which many have been exposed) into these classes, but also to ensure that what we provide as a 
school is accessible to all. It is vital that, as a truly inclusive school, we continue to ensure that no child 
is left behind and that every individual has the same access to an equal quality of education. Some 
parents have also queried the volume of work being set and stated that it can be “overwhelming” for 
their child. This is certainly understood by the school and I will ensure that I re-iterate the importance 
of “chunking” the work for the benefit of the students. The Senior Leadership Team will be holding a 
virtual meeting this Wednesday, following which Mr Gladstone will be distributing renewed advice and 
guidance to teachers to ensure that all of the work is sequenced and accessible. In the meantime, 
please ensure your child takes adequate breaks, does work in bite-size chunks (their usual timetable 
order helps this) and takes opportunities for exercise, downtime and fresh air. I hope that this is where 
the Oakwood Independent Living Tasks may be of benefit….especially with the rewards vouchers for 
all tasks submitted!! 
 
Please can I draw you attention to the link to The Day (below) which Mr Shilling has kindly submitted. 
This is an online resources that we use in tutorials at Oakwood and I hope will provide parents with 
some stimulating resources which students can access to provide further variety to their learning. 
The Day Home 
 
I also have great pleasure in attaching the inaugural Oakwood Wellbeing Bulletin, with the following 
wise words from Mr Easlick and the team….. 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
In these uncertain times we are all faced with doing things differently whether it is supporting our 
children completing school work remotely, working from home or just feeling isolated to name a few. 
The Safeguarding Team at Oakwood have put together a Wellbeing Bulletin. The aim of the bulletin 
is to encourage all of us to take a bit of time out for ourselves and others, to share a few ideas to 
promote wellbeing in our homes and communities. 
We hope that you find some of information useful in this first bulletin. 
Keep safe and well. 
 
Kind regards 
Oakwood Safeguarding Team 
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And finally, I think it is important for me to allude to the potential for schools re-opening. You will have 
hardly failed to have noticed that this a point of conjecture in The Media and any decision as to timings 
from central government is far from clear. I wish, therefore, to provide what clarity I am able by 
reassuring you all that this is already a topic of considerable discussion amongst the Senior Leadership 
Team and we will ensure that we do all we can to ensure that Oakwood get it right. It is almost inevitable 
that any initial re-opening will be partial in the first instance and the arrangements that we put in place 
will need to ensure the well-being and Health and Safety of all those on site. I think I speak for an awful 
lot of people in our school community when I say that we now can’t wait to get back to it again. There 
will, however, need to be due consideration given to ensuring that we follow Government advice and 
guidelines and our own safety measures whilst balancing the need to ensure that as many students 
and staff as possible are ready for the year ahead, which will undoubtedly present us with several 
challenges. It goes without saying that I will keep you all informed as decisions are made. 
 
It is always great to finish with a flourish and I am delighted to inform you The Oakleaf for the end of 
the Easter term will be with you shortly. I apologise for the delay but am sure you can understand that 
circumstances prior to the holidays somewhat prevented timely production. Enjoy the read….it serves 
to reminds us how great this school community is!! 
 
Stay safe. Onward and upward! 
 
Yours sincerely 
  

 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 
 
 


