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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope this finds you and your family safe and well and that you managed to enjoy the weekend. It is a 
small blessing that the good weather remains with us during these difficult days and I do hope that you 
are managing to get a chance to enjoy it. 
 
It will hardly have escaped your notice that there is some intense national debate as to when and how 
schools may consider and effect potential re-opening for a wider number of students in the future. 
Naturally, this has evoked a great amount of concern for the Health, Safety and Well-being of all 
stakeholders so I wish, this morning, to take the opportunity to share the work and thinking that has 
been done on this issue at Oakwood thus far.  
 
I think it is safe to say that all of us would like to get back to normal as soon as possible, undertake the 
daily tasks we enjoy so much and ensure a provision for your child that makes them thrive in their 
education. Planning for this in the current climate, I am sure you can understand, is incredibly complex, 
given that it is absolutely imperative that we operate in an environment that is safe for all stakeholders. 
You will be aware Oakwood School is largely an old traditional school building with small classrooms 
and narrow corridors in places and this, therefore, needs to be considered with regard to planning for 
social distancing. The Government’s proposed date for re-opening from 1st June will only be reviewed 
on May 28th, which is indicative of some the uncertainty and lack of clarity in which we are all operating. 
This is in no means me being negative (perish the thought!), rather realistic and cautious in striving to 
make the right and timely decision and action plan for all involved. 

 
It is clear that we are extremely unlikely to be seeing Years 7 to 9 in school before the end of the 
academic year. Government guidance makes no allowance for schools to invite students in these year 
groups to return before September and, as such, work will continue to be set remotely by the class 
teachers. I fully appreciate that this is not ideal and will be a disappointment to students, parents and 
carers alike. As we approach what would have been half term, we will be reviewing the type and amount 
of work set to ensure, as far as is possible, that we can maintain levels of learning which are purposeful 
whilst not overloading students, to prevent any undue stress and anxiety. To offer some form of 
reassurance, when we hopefully return in September, we will ensure that, as far as is possible, our 
curriculum is adapted to “make up for lost time” (there is plenty of time left before the end of Year 11) 
and that students are supported as fully as possible as they return in their new year groups. 

 
With regard to Year 10, the combination of a lack of teaching staff (almost 25% of teachers are 
unavailable due to shielding restrictions) and having to maintain social distancing means that our ability 
to offer anything anywhere near to a “normal” curriculum is severely restricted, in fact, it is impossible. 
I am hopeful that we will be able to do something, but we will not be able to do everything. To that end, 
the Senior Leadership Team have already met to start planning for what we can do once we have a 
greater degree of clarity over the questions and concerns raised following the publication of the 
guidance. On Friday last week I attended a meeting to ascertain the concerns and feelings of the 
teaching unions with regard to a return to school and this morning I will be meeting with other local 
Headteachers to understand how they may make provision in their own schools. 
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As I have already said, any decision as to the “what next?” will be based first and foremost on the health 
and safety of students and staff alike. I am sure that your positive support for this will continue and I will 
contact you again with details of what we are able to offer as soon as I am able. I fully understand the 
anxieties of students and parents/carers at this time and I can assure you that we will do our very best 
to “do what we can, when we can”. One issue I can confirm is that anything which we are able to 
organise will not be compulsory and, should you as a family decide that you wish your son/daughter to 
not participate, there would be no issue of fines for non-attendance. 
 
Given that it is Mental Health Awareness Week this week, please find the attached Powerpoint for 
students from the Oakwood Wellbeing Team….I am sure that it will prove useful. 
 
Parents/carers of students in Year 6 will undoubtedly be concerned about what any “transition” 
programme will look like given the current restrictions. I have held initial discussions with Mr Easlick as 
well as other colleagues and plans for transition are underway although, as I have mentioned 
previously, it will be different to what we would usually do. Again, when we are in a position to confirm 
arrangements he will write separately to all Year 6 parents/carers and Primary Schools. 

 
Finally, I would like to re-iterate my huge appreciation of you as parents and carers for your continued 
support, and to students I would like to say “thank you and well done” for all of your hard work over the 
last 8 weeks, and ask you to keep supporting us as we strive to support you and your family through 
these unprecedented times. I know it is hard but, as I have said, all of your teachers are really looking 
forward to the day when we can all come back to school and be together again. I fully realise that this 
communication does not provide specifics of how and when this may happen but I hope you will be 
reassured that we are constantly working on it. Please continue to stay safe and well, look after each 
other and I will, of course, write again in due course once I am able to confirm any arrangements. 
 
Onward and upward! 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 
 


