
   

Balcombe Road, Horley, Surrey RH6 9AE 
    Tel: 01293 785363     Fax: 01293 786465 

 
admin@oakwood.surrey.sch.uk 

www.oakwood.surrey.sch.uk 

 
Headteacher:  Mr S Potten 

   

Achieving Excellence Together 

 

11th June 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
In by now time-honoured fashion, I hope that this latest communication finds you fit and well and that 
you and your family are managing to stay safe. As we are inundated by announcements, changes, and 
the partial easing of lockdown, it certainly seems that life becomes ever more complex and seemingly 
uncertain. It takes a great deal of fortitude and resilience to stay focused and constantly positive during 
these days and I therefore trust that you will find the huge amount of positive work and productivity that 
continues to come out of Oakwood School a great comfort and provider of much-needed reassurance. 
 
The last week has, of course, seen global events other than COVID-19 hit the headlines. The untimely 
death of George Floyd cannot have failed to shock us all and remind us of the need for tolerance, the 
respect of civil rights, racial and social equality in our times. The need for understanding of different 
cultures and inclusion has never been more important and these are certainly values and qualities that 
Oakwood will continue to draw on as we strive to pull through the effects of the recent pandemic. Here 
at Oakwood, we are proud of our inclusivity and provision for all and this is something that will never 
waver. Within the parameters of the national curriculum, we already deliver a diverse curriculum which 
we are pleased with particularly looking at multicultural and multiracial Britain, in many different areas. 
The events of the last week serve to remind us of the need to constantly promote ways that we can 
develop a broad understanding of the world we live in. It is pleasing, therefore, to be able to attach a 
photograph of a Black Lives Matter lesson that was delivered on Tuesday of this week and which was 
greatly enjoyed by the students in school. Great schools never stand still and whilst we have so much 
to be proud of how we provide for our students, there is always a desire to respond to topical and global 
issues to make it even better!  
 
Yesterday afternoon, the Senior Leadership Team of the school conducted a lengthy virtual meeting to 
discuss ways to further develop and enhance our provision for home-learning. We are currently looking 
at how we are setting work and tasks and will be auditing staff to see how we can supplement this with 
audio and visual clips, messages and potential tutorials. It is naturally important that we ensure that 
these can be accessed by all students, as I have previously mentioned, and we are therefore striving 
to ensure that what we provide is suitable for all families and the full range of ICT devices, rather than 
just those who enjoy privileged ICT access. I am sure you would agree that in an inclusive and equitable 
school such as ours, this is of paramount importance. To this end, once we have completed the audit, 
we will be releasing a further Oakwood Deal set of guidance later this term to enable staff to trial some 
of the methodology, if they have not already done so. 
 
By way of reminder, please remember that Tassomai, the online learning platform, is now available for 
Key Stage 3 students in all of the core subjects of English, Maths and Science. Log-in details have 
been previously provided. 
 
As we approach the end of term, we are also actively considering the diet of work, particularly for Key 
Stage 3 students, over the summer holidays. Attached are some wonderful photos of the Forest School 
work that has taken place this week which highlights the importance of life and transferable skills. You 
will have noticed that the Government plan for “a big summer catch-up” for pupils due to lockdown and 
we wait with bated breath to see how that will be announced and rolled out (the announcement will 
apparently be next week). From a school point of view, we are very much mindful of the need to keep 
our students energised, stimulated and “fresh” with the work they are completing. To this end we are  
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exploring some innovative and creative tasks for students to explore over the summer holidays that will 
develop their learning skills and add cultural experience to their learning. Watch this space!! 
 
Next week, we look forward to welcoming Year 10 students and Parents/Carers for their initial face to 
face Curriculum and Progress review meetings. Parent/Carers have received details of the appointment 
times and venues for the meetings. The planning for these has been meticulous and, importantly, in 
line with Government guidance. The initial meetings are likely to be pastoral in nature so that we are 
able to get a clear picture of a student’s well-being and progress during lockdown. Subsequent subject 
specific interviews will be allocated to students following this initial suite of meetings and details of these 
will be sent to parents at the end of next week. Please can I respectfully remind students and parents 
that all safety guidelines for conducting these interviews have been robustly followed so please adhere 
to staff instructions and guidance as well as following the signage around the school. A copy of the Risk 
Assessment for these consultation days is available to be seen on our website. Dress for the interviews 
for students should be school trousers and shirt, black shoes, with no requirement for tie or blazer to 
ensure the ease of washing clothes, as necessary. 
 
Having looked carefully at the different approaches various schools are taking to partial re-opening for 
Year 10, it is worth highlighting that the approach taken by Oakwood creates the opportunity for 
students to access support in all areas of their curriculum. I hope this will be greeted favourably by 
students and parents as we feel it is vital that progress checks are focused and targeted, particularly 
for those subjects that students wish to pursue into further education. 
 
Please could I ask Parents/Carers to remind students of the need for Social Distancing in the local 
community. It has been reported to us that some young people are starting to gather in parks in large 
numbers. Having worked hard to get to a stage of working towards school re-opening, it is imperative 
that we do not act in any way to potentially risk a second spike in COVID infections. I hope, therefore, 
that we can rely on all of our students to follow guidance and stay alert. Thank you. 
 
And, finally this week, I would like to re-iterate our support and collegiality for you all in these troubled 
times. By pulling together as a school community, we are dealing with this unprecedented situation with 
strength and integrity. The longer the uncertainty drags on, the harder it becomes but the messages of 
support and good wishes from you all are so much appreciated as we strive to provide for your children 
to the best of our ability. There are glimmers of light at the end of the tunnel and we await Government 
guidance to make them brighter. In the meantime, please be reassured that all at Oakwood school will 
show the necessary stamina and courage to rise to the challenge and ensure that this community 
continues to thrive. Onward and upward! 
 
With my very best wishes, 

 
Simon Potten, 
Headteacher. 
 


