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11th May 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

 
I hope that this finds you fit and well and that you managed to enjoy some of the fine weather that we 
experienced this weekend. 
 
I suspect that, like me, many of you may have felt slightly deflated after the Prime Minister’s 
announcement last night. After a great deal of speculation about what and how much would be said, 
there seemed to be very little promise of any significant shift in approach to the current crisis and easing 
lockdown. As I said to a colleague this morning, the only thing that is clear is the lack of clarity with 
regard to any potential end to this being in sight. To quote Mr Johnson, “Secondary school pupils sitting 
exams next year to be given an opportunity to see their teachers before the end of term” and this was 
pretty much all we were told with regard to secondary schools. 
 
Naturally, I have been asked my thoughts about the scale and timing of any potential future return to 
school and I can assure you that all staff feel the frustration of this crisis and have the desire to get 
back to normal as soon as possible. However, as yet we have no more information than you do about 
this plan and you probably have many more questions than we have answers at the current time.  We 
expect to receive some guidance from the Department for Education at some point. Only then can we 
execute robust plans in accordance with that guidance and I promise, as always, to contact you as 
soon as there is something to know. 

 
In the meantime, our status is as it has been since the 23rd March – our schools are only open for those 
children of Critical Workers who need to be cared for while their parent(s) are at work and for those 
children deemed ‘vulnerable’. 
 
Please be assured that I will not let larger numbers of children or staff come back to school unless we 
have rigorous safety measures in place for which we will have to make lots of changes to our logistics 
and timetabling to keep everyone as safe as we possibly can. As soon as we have had the relevant 
guidance and we have fully worked out the new plans, we will make contact to share the relevant 
information with you. 
 
It will all become clearer and we will pull together in the face of adversity in the usual amazing Oakwood 
way….showing courage, resilience and always rising to the challenge! In short, we will keep calm and 
carry on and I trust, therefore, that the following support and information will be useful. 
  
With regard to Careers, Ms Johns has attached some information for Year 10 students to consider 
when choosing their post 16 courses. Sadly, there will not be any Taster days at Colleges this year. 
The Colleges have understandably cancelled these. Ms Johns has therefore requested information 
from East Surrey and Reigate College and has received the attached Power Point presentation from 
Reigate. Previous to this, Crawley College have given a brilliant link to their College and have made 
virtual tours of all of their departments - the attached gives specific links for the students to follow - 
really worthwhile. She has also made an introduction to Year 10 students and highlighted some of the 
things they need to consider when choosing their next steps. As always, she will be happy to answer 
any questions emailed to her on pjohns@oakwood.surrey.sch.uk. 
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Please see the following announcement from Mr Easlick and the Safeguarding Team…. 

   
I sincerely hope that the greetings and pictures sent out from staff last week provided the necessary 
tonic during these difficult times. I am confident in saying that colleagues really enjoyed contributing to 
and putting the montages together and they were certainly a heartfelt way of telling our fantastic 
students that they are very much in our thoughts and that we will continue to support them in whatever 
way we can. I am very grateful for the messages we have received from parents expressing their 
appreciation. 
 
And so we begin another week and wait for the warmer weather to hopefully return by the end of it. 
Please remember to keep in touch should you have any concerns or queries. Alternatively, just let us 
know that you are faring well and that we continue to get the provision and communication right….your 
support and positivity go a long way right now. Either way, we will be here for you and your child and 
will continue to support you throughout. 
 
Onward and upward, with all good wishes! 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Potten 
Heateacher 
 

Please find attached a copy of the 3rd Edition of the Wellbeing Bulletin. We hope that you will 
enjoy some of the ideas and challenges for the family. 
We would also like to highlight a Safeguarding Hub for parents to remind you of some of the risks 
posed when online. The Safeguarding Hub will give you access to interactive guidance on setting 
up parental control on your child's devices as well as guidance when using different Apps such 
as Tik Tok, Youtube, Instagram and more.  
To access the Safeguarding Hub please follow this link 
https://parenthub.thekeysupport.com/?uuid=49c878e7-289f-4568-93b6-
adb68abf32ab&utm_campaign=ML0605&_hsmi=87497472&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-
9ZzUChKsvn6gOUHBMR4ONPaKVrn1KPvmbLZHgfG5rO-5PDN616CaM41U6Isx7CJXuoAeA- 
We hope you find these resources useful. 
  
The Safeguarding Team. 
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