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4th June 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

 
I hope this finds you and the family fit and well and that you managed to enjoy the half-term break and 
find some time for some rest and relaxation. School remained open throughout half-term for identified 
pupils and I am pleased to report that the wheels of Oakwood keep turning. I am enormously grateful 
to all staff who volunteered their time to facilitate this during the holiday period. 
 
You will not be surprised to hear the main topic for today’s communication is to inform you where we 
are at in terms of a wider opening of the school from June 15th. A great deal of work and planning has 
been dedicated to this issue by the Senior Leadership Team and this comes with a great deal of 
challenge, given the uncertainty that surrounds this difficult task. It is interesting to note that the date of 
15th June is yet to be officially confirmed by the Government and that 44% of polled Primary schools 
did not open to all of the year groups requested on 1st June. We have deliberately waited until now to 
communicate with you to take into account the feedback from the Year 10 Parent Survey regarding the 
potential return of that particular year group, as well as allowing us as much time as possible to digest 
the Government secondary guidance, so that we are confident that we are taking all possible steps to 
prevent the risk of spreading the virus when we re-open. Our overarching priority remains to ensure the 
safety of the whole school community. 
 
In recent days, I have also met with other Headteachers to note their action plans and it is clear that 
there are many different approaches with several schools interpreting the guidance of “face to face 
support to supplement home learning” in very different ways. We have noted the 93% of parents who 
supported the proposal of curriculum review and progress meetings and I hope, therefore, to be able 
to provide some much needed reassurance and clarity through the following information. 
 
On 17th and 18th June we will be offering Face to Face interviews with all Year 10 students. The tone 
of these meetings will be to enquire about their progress with home learning and to ascertain if there 
are any key areas that we can focus our energies on in providing further support. Please, therefore, 
consider this issue and come to the meeting prepared to discuss both elements. A letter will shortly be 
sent to you informing of the time, venue and member of staff who will be meeting with you.  
 
Following these initial meetings, from the week beginning 22nd June, we will be offering Subject Specific 
face to face support meetings for students with subject specialists, though not necessarily their own 
teacher.  These meetings will be rolled out on a rotation of the various Faculties and through identified 
need by teaching staff. It is also anticipated that Parents will have an opportunity to request Subject 
Specific meetings at their initial consultations. These will also be accommodated, depending on staff 
capacity, and we will strive to ensure that individual contact in some format is made for all requests. 
We naturally have to consider the individual family circumstances of our own staff at this difficult time, 
in ensuring that we are able to support as many students as possible. Further letters will be issued to 
parents with all appointments listed, once they have been finalised. I would warmly encourage at 
least one parent to attend these meetings, where practically possible. Not only will this afford you 
an opportunity to share the review of your child’s progress but it will also support the important 
requirement for all students to Social Distance on the way to and from school. These formats have 
been carefully thought through to ensure that we have the capacity to cover as many areas of the 
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curriculum as possible as well as to ensure we reach out to the maximum amount of students possible, 
with meaningful and focused learning conversations, thereby being genuinely inclusive. 
 
For any visit to school, robust risk assessments and policies and procedures will be in place. Clear 
signage will be in place to ensure Social Distancing and Senior Staff will be freely available to welcome 
and guide visitors. Please could I respectfully request that all parents/students stick to their appointment 
times to help us ensure the safe movement of all, to and from the school, on these days. 
 
I am fully mindful that Government guidance has not currently indicated a return to school for other year 
groups prior to September. This is something that weighs heavily at the current time. My own son is in 
Year 9 and I am acutely conscious how desperate he is to return to school and enjoy, once again, all 
of the social and learning opportunities that provides. To this end, I would like to reassure parents and 
students alike of other year groups that you are most definitely in our thoughts, our provision and our 
planning. Mr Gladstone will shortly release details of the important Year 9 online assessments which 
we would like to be completed at home. The completion of these will be vital in informing our planning 
for Year 9 students when they start their GCSE courses next year.  
 
For all year groups, we continue to review the quality of our home learning and we are increasingly 
printing out hard copies of work for those students who require it. We do recognise the challenge of 
home learning and I thought it timely to attach a couple of wonderful humorous reflections on the topic 
from Gary Andrews….a parent and guest speaker at last year’s Awards Evening. Many thanks 
Gary….your sketches have provided a real tonic! We consistently strive to ensure that no child will be 
left too far behind as a result of the crisis and welcome all constructive communication as to how we 
can support your child further. 
 
I am delighted that we have had many entries for the Oakwood Independent Living Task and Ms 
Rushton will soon be announcing the winners. Particular mention must go to Leah Willcocks in Year 8 
who recently wrote to our local MP enquiring how she intended to support the expansion and improved 
facilities of Oakwood School to meet our rising pupil numbers. She received a robust response assuring 
her that her concerns had been raised with the Department for Education….go Leah….you must come 
and meet Claire Coutinho when I do!! 

 
And finally, as ever, the Wellbeing of all stakeholders is of utmost importance. We are acutely aware of 
the complexities and challenges faced by all families at this difficult time. To this end, I am delighted to 
include with this communication the latest edition of the Wellbeing Bulletin and some vital information 
on rail safety from Mr Easlick and the Safeguarding Team. I trust that they will prove to be as useful 
and insightful as ever but, please, if there is anything further we can do to support you and your family 
as the “new normal” rolls out, please do not hesitate to contact us in the usual fashion. 
 
My very best wishes and thoughts are with you all. Onward and upward! 
 

 
Yours sincerely 

  
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 
 


