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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope that I find you fit and well and that you managed to spend an enjoyable weekend. It is so 
important during these disrupted times that we try to establish at least some sort of ”normal” and spend 
time both with our family as well as finding the necessary space for oneself. When I logged on in my 
remote working office this morning, I was greeted by e-mail with the usual plethora of activity and 
developments from school. I am constantly impressed by the productivity of my colleagues and their 
desire to serve the students and wider school community to the best of their ability during lockdown. I 
hope, therefore, that you will find the most recent updates and information below useful. 
 
Mr Hillman and the ICT team have recently updated our Remote Leaning webpage, by trying to pull all 
relevant information together into one logical place, including some “how-to” videos for the 
students.  This will undoubtedly grow over the next few weeks.  Please find a link to the page below. 
 
https://www.oakwood.surrey.sch.uk/1367/remote-learning-help 
  
Further to this, the Year Group webpages have also all gone live from Friday and can be accessed on 
the link below. These include some well-worded greetings, advice and guidance from our Year Group 
Leaders which students will find very useful and reassuring. 
 
https://www.oakwood.surrey.sch.uk/1356/year-groups-pages 
  
This week, I will be meeting on line with the Governing Body, as well as the Senior Leadership Team. 
Unquestionably, one of the main areas of focus will be the process for teacher submission of final GCSE 
forecast grades as well as further discussion and planning about potential return to school in the future. 
Regarding the Year 11 submitted GCSE grades, please could I respectfully remind you all that parents 
and students must not contact any teachers regarding these, as the exam board have stated that this 
can lead to malpractice which would have serious repercussions for the students and the exam centre. 
Please note the official guidance on this matter from JCQ, highlighted in italics below….. 
  
“There may be instances where schools and colleges or teachers are put under external 
pressure from a candidate or their parent/guardian to influence the decision-making on a grade 
or rank order. Any external pressure must be reported to the exam board(s) who may investigate 
this as potential candidate malpractice.” 
  
With regard to announcements and potential dates for school re-opening, it can hardly have escaped 
your attention that the media speculation around this continues to be rife. This can be quite unhelpful 
and certainly does not provide any clarity that will be required for planning. I sincerely, hope therefore, 
that you will all be reassured that this issue has already been carefully thought about and all draft 
planning will continue to be done with the Health, Safety and well-being of all involved at the forefront 
of our thinking. I am sure that you would agree that, whilst a return to school is something that we all 
long for, it is imperative that it is done correctly to ensure the safe working practice of students and staff 
alike. The next Government review of lockdown is due this week and once we have any further news 
or announcements, I will of course be in touch. 
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I sincerely hope that the remote learning for students is becoming an easier process as time goes on. 
I was interested to watch my own son the other day and actually felt that he was working really well, if 
not for too long. His response to me was “Dad, I just don’t want to fall behind when we go back.” And 
that really encapsulates what this provision is all about. So, congratulations to the many of you who are 
completing and submitting work and having dialogue with your teachers. To those more reluctant to 
engage, please remember all of the study about staying fresh by doing a little work and often. Don’t fall 
into the trap of not doing anything and therefore being on the back foot when you return to school. This 
is particularly important for Year 10, in preparation for their GCSEs. They may well be the first Year 
group back to school and it is vital that they have submitted work to their teachers and are up to speed, 
as far as possible. You will, this week, hear messages from many of your teachers….listen to them 
carefully because they consistently have your best interests at heart. 
 
It is, of course, easy to lose sight of the normal rhythms, workings and events of the world at this strange 
time. I have lost count of how many times someone in my own household has asked “What day is it?” 
such is the disruption to our normal daily routines. This Friday is VE day and I am grateful, therefore, 
to Mr Edwards for pulling together the information below which will help us all to mark this important 
commemorative event in our lives: 

  
And finally today, a little word or two of appreciation to you all. I am sure that I am not alone when I say 
that this period has been a real test and, at times, very emotional. Speaking to friends and relatives 
from a distance and not necessarily face to face, being at home for hours on end, remote working and 
learning, not to mention worrying media coverage can all take its toll. However, the way you have 
contributed to the school community, really pulling together and displaying resilience and those all-
important 7C values that we have come to share and understand, is nothing short of exceptional. I 
regularly show my family communications, events and developments that have come out of Oakwood 
in recent weeks and their reactions not only serve to remind me how privileged I am to be Headteacher 
of this thriving institution, but also put a smile on my face, worthy of our great and happy school. None 
of that would be possible without your support, so thank you all, from the bottom of my heart. 
 
Onwards and upwards….have a good week! 

 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 

This Friday marks the 75th anniversary of VE Day, the day on which the Allied forces formally 
announced the defeat of Hitler's Nazi dictatorship, bringing nearly six years of war in Europe to an 
end. Celebrations immediately erupted throughout Britain and more than one million people celebrated 
in the streets. Every year the anniversary of VE Day is recognised, commemorating the armed forces 
and navy personnel who lost their lives in battle. While there will be no street parties or parades this 
year, there is still plenty going on to celebrate and commemorate this event. For any students who wish 
to learn more about this, the Imperial War Museum has some excellent stories and photos of the day 
on the link below -  
  
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/what-you-need-to-know-about-ve-day 
 
There will also be a number of programmes on the BBC throughout Friday about the event, including a 
two minute silence at 11am, a broadcast of Churchill's VE day speech at 2.45pm, and a special address 
by the Queen at 9pm. Perhaps most importantly, there is a program on at 9.10 showing scenes of the 
celebrations that took place around the country 75 years ago - a poignant reminder that even the worst 
events in history come to an end, and that hopefully a big party awaits us in the not too distant future. 
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