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30th March 2020 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I hope you have managed at least a small bit of much-needed family time over the weekend. 
It is undeniably strange for us all to adapt to this new way of life at the current time so I hope 
that the updates from school go at least part way to reassuring you that both yourself and 
your family are supported and will continue to be throughout the current crisis. 
 
Today was the deadline for parents to let us know of their wishes, should you wish to send 
your child to school during the Easter holidays. Even though we have had a very low 
response, the school is committed to staying open Monday-Friday for both weeks of the 
Easter holiday period. If your child is attending school during this time, please support them 
and us by ensuring that they are equipped with a packed lunch and sufficient snacks for the 
day.  
 
In terms of educational provision over the Easter holiday period, we would very much like to 
take a more relaxed approach so that families may at least try to relax together and support 
each other’s mental health and well-being. Please, therefore, note the following…… 
 

a) If your child is staying at home during the holidays, as well as relaxing, they should 
stay fresh through reading a book, doing some written work regularly (a little and often 
is best) and undertaking some planned online learning. 

b) If your child is attending school during the Easter holidays, please ensure they have a 
suitable reading book and the correct equipment to support any of their creative 
interests, such as drawing, painting etc. The timetable at school for them during that 
time will be flexible and creative. They may bring with them electronic devices to allow 
them to have some “down time” through the playing of age appropriate games, 
provided they are not used to access the school internet system. 

 
Mr Easlick today has issued some guidance by way of support for families with mental health 
and well-being. We recognise that this is a worrying time for many and the exposure to the 
news and media at the current time can be alarming. I also attach a link below which parents 
may find useful in supporting their family at this very testing time. Please do not hesitate to 
contact the school if we can provide further assistance with any concerns you may have. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-public-on-mental-
health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-the-public-on-the-mental-health-and-wellbeing-aspects-of-
coronavirus-covid-19#additional-advice-for-groups-with-specific-mental-health-needs 
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This week we are also expecting some further guidance and greater clarity from Ofqual 
around the method of awarding GCSE grades this summer. Once we have that, I will inform 
you immediately, together with some thoughts around how the school can support Year 11 
students as they prepare for their transition to further education. To this end, I would like  to 
draw the attention of Year 11/10 parents to the support offered by our Careers advisor, Ms 
Johns. Regarding Year 10 Taster days next term, she will e-mail colleges after Easter to see 
if they are posting any " virtual " sessions. She may also be able to source material from last 
year. If any Year 11 students need Careers advice at this time, then their parents should e-
mail Ms Johns on pjohns@oakwood.surrey.sch.uk 
 
And finally, please could I urge all parents to remind their children of the importance of social 
distancing. The government advice is quite clear on how we may best support the NHS, by 
slowing the spread of the virus and staying at home. It beggars belief, therefore, that the 
police are having to work to disperse social gatherings. Having spoken to Mr Easlick today, I 
can confirm that Oakwood School will be working with Surrey Police by supporting them in 
identifying any children socialising in groups in parks and public places. Please support us in 
this vital measure. 
 
I sincerely hope you are all managing to stay safe and well. My thoughts and very best 
wishes are with you and I look forward to communicating with you later in the week. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

  
 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 
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