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25th  March 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope this communication finds you as fit and well as can be expected during this time of 
restriction. I am enormously grateful to the parents who have accepted the guidance around 
sending your child to school sensibly and we remain committed to serving the families of 
keyworkers and vulnerable children at this pivotal time. Pupil numbers today are even less 
but given that the parents we are supporting are NHS workers, the role the school remaining 
open is ever important. 
 
We have been informed by our caterers Independent Catering, that they will be unable to 
provide food for students from Monday 30 March 2020. This has been a difficult decision for 
them to make and is entirely due to them having to reduce staffing levels to ensure that they 
are eligible for the 80% salary grant being offered by the Government in the current crisis. 
Given that they supply many schools across the South East, this is entirely understandable. 
Please, therefore, If you are sending your child to school next week, equip them with a 
packed lunch and sufficient snacks for the day. The school will also be purchasing a range of 
snacks that we can offer students. Should buying/making food for your child present a real 
difficulty due to your work commitments, please contact Mrs Sherman on 
esherman@oakwood.surrey.sch.uk and we will endeavour to support your child with 
appropriate food and sustenance. 
 
Please find attached to this communication two documents…..one providing advice to 
support home learning and the other giving vital information around staying safe online. It 
beggars belief that there are currently a rising number of “scams” and people trying to 
profiteer from vulnerable people during this crisis but sadly that is the case. I would therefore 
urge all parents to treat any approaches from organisations online with great caution until 
they can be verified as being legitimate. In particular, please be wary of requests for bank 
account details and of confidential, sensitive information. 
 
I have spoken to Mrs Sherman this morning and, in the coming week, we will be issuing a 
form to parents asking them to detail days and times over the Easter holidays that they would 
like the school to offer care for their child. This will naturally be subject to further Government 
guidance but will also bear in mind that family arrangements may well change over the 
Easter period. Please ensure a prompt return  of this form when you receive it so that we are 
able to accurately assess the needs of the school community over the two week holiday 
period. Details for return of the form will be made explicit nearer the time. 
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This morning, we have received communication from the Surrey organisation Schools 
Alliance for Excellence this morning, which details how their website has been reconfigured 
to offer a clear COVID-19 information portal. I have had a look at the site and there are some 
useful resources for teachers and families alike to support home learning so I am pleased to 
include a link to the website below. This is a fast evolving organisation designed to support 
Surrey schools so I would urge parents to benefit from its resources.  
 
https://schoolsallianceforexcellence.co.uk/Covid-19-Support/Remote-Learning-Resources  
 
I can also confirm that, as per my communication yesterday, all Year 10 files have now been 
migrated to One Drive. 
 
Thank you, as ever, for your support and understanding. I am delighted by the way in which 
the school community continues to pull together and am fully aware that this would not be 
possible without a genuinely strong and positive home-school partnership, now more so than 
ever. 
 
Please look after yourselves and stay safe. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 

  
 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 
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