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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I trust that this finds you well. Thankfully, the continued good weather provides us all with some much 
needed uplift in these uncertain times and I hope that as many of you as possible are at least getting 
some chance to reap the benefits of the sunshine. As ever, the good ship Oakwood sails on and a lot 
has been happening throughout the lockdown to continue to serve the whole school community. This 
week seems to have been particularly busy so far and I am pleased to be able to take the opportunity 
to bring you all up to date. 
 
The main aim of this communication is to further reassure parents/carers and students alike of our 
provision for the difficult task of home-learning. It has come to our attention, either through direct contact 
with staff or through posts on Social Media, that some parents and students are finding the amount of 
work provided somewhat overwhelming and are, therefore, worried about its completion. This is 
naturally a difficult issue to get perfectly right given that it is new territory for teachers, students and 
parents alike. On any usual day, the expectation of an Oakwood teacher in the classroom would be to 
differentiate, challenge, vary the pace of work set, stretch, check understanding, ensure the inclusion 
of all, provide feedback and vary their teaching strategies to maximise pupil engagement. I am sure 
that Parents can appreciate that online learning make every aspect of this high quality service virtually 
impossible. We, therefore, strive to do our best to ensure that enough quality work is provided to 
engage all students of all abilities, sometimes working at different paces – this is a significant challenge 
for staff, but one that we consistently strive to meet. 
 
We have listened carefully to the views of Parents and I am pleased to inform you that the Senior 
Leadership Team had a long (virtual) meeting yesterday and renewed guidance has been issued to 
staff to ensure that work is “chunked up” and made more accessible so that it can be done in stages. I 
would like to re-iterate that, at no point have we expected students to complete everything that is set. 
Rather, our aim is to provide work for your child to ensure that they stay fresh and learning what they 
are able to, to ensure that they do not fall significantly behind when school eventually re-opens. This 
will clearly put them at an advantage to students who do no work during the lockdown. I would like to 
stress that, at no point do we want students to become overwhelmed or stressed by work set. Not all 
of it has to be completed and sanctions for non-completion will not be set. Rather, as has been 
previously stated, students should complete little and often, following the sequence of their timetable 
and ensure they allow downtime for fresh air, rest and relaxation. 

 
Can I respectfully remind everyone that students may contact staff through the Show My Homework 
platform and parents may contact staff through the usual Oakwood e-mail addresses. This has been 
used effectively with several Parents, students and staff alike and is always more productive than the 
use of Social Media. And finally, can I once again thank the many people who have sent messages of 
support and appreciation to us during this uncertain time. Teaching is a vocation and your positivity 
goes a long way to reminding us why we do what we do and what a worthwhile profession this is, so 
thank you! 
 
I have been delighted by the response so far to The Oakwood Independent Living Tasks. Ms Rushton 
is receiving the completed forms and some wonderful photographs of Oakwood students busy around 
the house. We look forward very much to collating all of the entries and awarding those gift vouchers 
around May half-term so, if your child has not got their entry in yet, encourage them to get cracking! 
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With regard to school trips, please could I advise that the Porto and Washington trip insurance claim is 
still being processed and we will update you when we have more information. A Berlin trip insurance 
claim has also been made. Sadly, the rest of the trips this year are cancelled and insurance claims will 
go in once the companies allow us to (it has to be closer to each trip). If any Parent/Carer has a trip 
payment due for these trips, please do not make them. 
 
For the benefit of Year 11 students, please find attached three sets of Careers advice from Ms Johns. 
These are designed to support our students in their preparation for transition to College. I would like to 
re-iterate that this should now be their primary focus, rather than the continued completion of GCSE 
work. Year 11 teachers and Senior Leaders are already well underway in the preparation of their final 
forecast grades with the work and assessments that have already been submitted. I should stress 
that teachers are not allowed to share these grades with you, so please do not request them. 
Instead that they will be arrived at through robust methodology and good knowledge of your child’s 
efforts and capabilities. 
 
It only leaves me to reassure you of our commitment and loyalty in supporting you and your families at 
this unsettling time. Please remember that, even when all around seems so uncertain and at times 
bewildering, Oakwood School remains a true constant and will continue to do its utmost to serve the 
community of Horley to the best of its ability. It has been heartening to see a handful of staff and 
students in school this week and has served to remind us of the core purpose and reward to be had in 
what we do. Long may it continue. 
 
Onward and upwards. 
 
Yours sincerely 
  

 
  
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 
 


