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14th April 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope that this latest communication finds you well and that the recent spell of good weather has 
allowed you and your family to enjoy at least part of this very strange Easter bank holiday weekend. I 
do hope that the Oakwood Independent Living task was well received and that all families have 
benefitted from the renewed energy and dynamic approach to household chores from their child. We 
look forward to judging the results soon….I am sure that the rewards vouchers will come in handy at 
this current time. 
 
You will scarcely have failed to notice that, with the increased amount of online activity at the current 
time, there is an increased amount of hackers and online fraud. Please, therefore, familiarise yourselves 
with the attached guide from Mr Hillman with regard to staying safe online, in particular with Zoom. 
Several platforms are coming under increased scrutiny regarding their safeguarding procedures and, 
sadly but not unsurprisingly, the responses are not always forthcoming or robust. Please ensure you 
and your family stay safe by following the excellent tips attached. 
 
The Senior Leadership Team continue to discuss provision for your child after the Easter holiday period. 
Please, therefore look out for announcements about the launch of Tassomai in all core subjects in Key 
Stage 3, as well as any renewed work and transition units for Year 11 on Show My Homework. Could 
I respectfully remind everyone that student contact with staff should only be done through Show 
My Homework and parent contact only with staff should be using the Oakwood e-mail 
addresses. Also, please can I remind all parents that contact with staff for feedback on work should be 
done through Show My Homework. This is because staff are not in school during the holidays but also 
many are working at home during the pandemic and this makes the collection of work problematic. Only 
where work has to be returned/posted to school as an only option, please could I ask that it is clearly 
labelled with “For the attention of….” and the name of the correct teacher. This will then ensure that we 
get it to them to pick up when in school so that any appropriate feedback may be received, when 
practically possible. Many thanks for your attention to this.. 
 
The Oakwood School response to helping keyworkers and the community through the crisis continues. 
In the last few days Mrs Cutter and Mrs Harding have been making bags for NHS keyworkers to put 
their scrubs in after a shift, as well as donating cord to the local ambulance service and hospitals. 
Pictures of the products are attached and I am enormously grateful to and proud of the ladies for their 
endeavours with this project.  
 
I am delighted to say that the Free School Meals vouchers for those families eligible have now come 
on line. We are actively looking to ensure that all families access those and will be looking to deliver 
them to any families that require this service. . As with all these things there will be teething issues and 
staff will be doing all they can to iron out anything that comes to light. I attach a further document about 
the Free School Meals vouchers for your information. 
 
I also circulate the attached Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health guidance to all parents and 
carers, sent through to me this morning. This important information is not currently easily accessible to 
parents, as the usual places of display such as GP surgeries and clinics are not offering face to face 
appointments. I hope it will be useful, where appropriate. 
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You will have noted from all of the publicity around responding to this crisis, that the sense of community 
is such a strong value and quality in ensuring that we all get through it together. This is undeniably one 
of the biggest strengths of Oakwood and I am so grateful to all members of our school community that 
make the realisation of that possible. 
 
And finally for today, I wished to touch upon the increasing speculation that is currently hitting the press 
and Social Media regarding the potential re-opening of schools in coming weeks/months. I do not think 
that this will happen any time soon and it is absolutely clear to me that this will take a great deal of 
deliberation, discussion and planning by the Senior Leadership Team of the school. Every school’s 
context and situation will be different and this can sometimes not be fully understood by those not 
actually in school communities on a daily basis. I therefore wish to reassure all Parents and Carers 
that, whilst naturally being attentive to any government guidelines and advice, any future re-opening 
(almost certainly partial in the first instance) of the school will only happen when we can ensure that all 
procedures and operations are in place to guarantee the Health and Safety of students, staff and 
parents alike. I am sure you would agree with me that this is of paramount importance. 
 
My thoughts and very best wishes are, as always, very much with you all. I miss the bustle and energy 
of Oakwood School every day and relish the day that we will be back into the full swing of things. I look 
forward, shortly, to sending my next missive to students but, in the meantime, please share this with 
them and reassure them that the staff of the school remain committed to supporting them throughout 
these crazy days. 
 
Stay safe, stay strong. Onward and upward!! 
 
Yours sincerely 
  

 
Mr S Potten, 
Headteacher 
 


