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10th April 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Happy Easter to you all. Though these wishes come at the strangest of times, they are certainly 
heartfelt. I hope you get a chance over this weekend to enjoy the spectacular weather that is forecast, 
to spend some quality time with your family and, of course, eat plenty of chocolate. 
 
This morning I was sent some heart-warming comments that parents had kindly posted on Horley 
online, concerning Oakwood’s response to the Coronavirus outbreak. What a fantastic start to the day! 
Though we are all very “remote” at the current time, in some ways I feel that the community has never 
been closer and our actions are simply the natural response and indicative of the values and belief we 
all have in this truly great school. Long may it continue.  
 
And so to bring you up to speed….. 
 
This week, the Senior Leadership Team met virtually to discuss our response thus far and future 
developments after Easter. We had a lengthy discussion about the work being set as well as the system 
we will cascade to staff to enable them to make final forecast grades for the GCSE exams. It was a 
very positive and productive meeting and I wish to reassure all parents and carers that we will strive to 
ensure that the kind of work set after Easter will aim to keep your child motivated and engaged. In 
addition to this, we will be looking to support Year 11 students in their preparation for studies at College 
and, most importantly, to ensure that they receive fair GCSE grades that are based on sound evidence 
and teacher knowledge. Please look at the link below, provided by Mr Dronfield, which provides some 
excellent information on this issue. 
https://youtu.be/VXuDOrtJY1Q 
Reigate College are also contacting parents to provide some preparation material for Year 11 students. 
I am also in contact with East Surrey College and will keep parents informed as to any information I 
receive from them. 

 
For those families eligible for Free School Meals, it is regrettable that the Government voucher scheme 
has been delayed. Please be reassured that the school is closely monitoring this situation and should 
the delay persist, we will be looking for alternative methods of ensuring that your family receives 
support. Please also note the following announcement from Mr Easlick (in italics), together with the 
attached list of Health and Wellbeing organisations in the borough. 
  
I would like to draw your attention to the community support that is available to residents across the 
borough. I have attached the Foodbank document that provides an update and link to the new central 
foodbank referral process that is now up and running. The Horley Foodbank at Horley Methodist Church 
is open on Wednesdays from 12.30pm - 2.30pm and Fridays from 2.00pm - 4.00pm 
  
Easter Weekend: 
 
The Council will still endeavour to provide a welfare response to vulnerable and isolated residents 
needing urgent assistance. The lines will be open from 9am – 1pm Good Friday, Saturday and Easter 
Monday. The contact number for the Council helpline is 01737276000 or residents can complete the 
online form at www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/coronavirus 
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And finally, I would like to draw you attention to the attached Oakwood Independent living task. Thinking 
back to my earlier communication this week, we fully recognise how unprecedented and unsettling 
these times are. We are all having to adjust to new routines and different lifestyles. I have lost count of 
how many times I have heard students say “I’m bored” in recent weeks and, as I recently said to a 
colleague, perhaps we will never moan about school or work again! The attached task has been devised 
by Ms Rushton as a bit of light-hearted fun and motivation in completing some of those household tasks 
we often struggle to get teenagers to do. You will note that there is a reward for those who fully engage 
with the activity, so please go through it with your child and have a laugh doing it. Completed 
activities/sheets should be returned to Ms Rushton on crushton@oakwood.surrey.sch.uk Trust me, it 
works…..a child in my household actually said “Do you need any help with anything?” to me yesterday. 
Happy days!! 

 
As always, I send you all my thoughts and very best wishes. It is sometimes difficult to find the right 
words in difficult situations but I hope that the communication and information coming from Oakwood 
School is serving its purpose in reassuring you all of our loyalty and support for the whole community. 
We are getting through this together so……don’t watch the news too much, keep clapping the NHS 
and keyworkers, stay at home and above all look after you and yours. Stay safe and well. 
Onward and upward. 
 

 
Yours sincerely 
  

 
Mr S Potten, 
Headteacher 
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