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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As ever, I trust that this finds you and your family well. I also hope that you have managed to enjoy 
some of the benefits of the easing of lockdown as time goes on….I have certainly noticed some smarter 
haircuts out and about! This week’s communication will be shorter than usual. I am sure that you will 
all appreciate that, following the release of the Government guidelines for full school re-opening from 
September, we are frantically busy ensuring that all necessary measures are taken for this important 
step. It is naturally vital that we do all we can to make the re-opening as safe as is practically possible 
and more detailed guidance and information regarding the start of the Autumn Term will therefore follow 
this at the beginning of next week. 
 
This week we have successfully concluded the last of the Year 10 interviews. It has been good to note 
the positive comments from parents who have found these meetings to be beneficial and reassuring. I 
sincerely hope also that they are benefitting from the excellent resources for the virtual Careers Days 
which have been created for them today Wednesday 08th and tomorrow Thursday 09th July. We now 
look forward to seeing Year 9 students tomorrow and Years 7 and 8 next week to provide that all 
important support for the forthcoming holidays. Ms Rushton will shortly be in touch with details of the 
exciting summer challenge that we will be providing for students. Please have a good look at it, as it 
promises to be a really stimulating project for your child. 
 
The Summer Term will end this year on Friday 17th July and the school will be closed to all 
pupils over the summer holidays.* 
*For the attention of Year 9 parents….please ensure that your child’s exams are returned to school by 
this date as consideration will be given for them to complete them on 20/21 July otherwise. This is an 
important assessment and will be vital in assessing their progress next year. 
 
I would like to conclude with a few reflections and musings, if I may, as we approach the summer 
holidays. To say that these have been strange times would be an understatement. So much of the 
normal has been replaced by unusual routines and new ways of working. We have all grappled with 
some really tough situations, good and bad days. The fact that we did not get to say a proper farewell 
to our wonderful Year 11 students is something that none of us ever want to endure again. We wish 
them every success for the next stage of their lives and our commitment to inviting them to a reunion 
to replace the prom, just as soon as we are allowed to, remains firm. We do, of course, look forward to 
welcoming them back for results day on 20 August when they will receive their well-deserved Leavers 
Hoodies and Yearbooks. 
 
What has been a constant is the way the school community has risen to the challenge of the pandemic. 
The support you have shown as parents and the resilience and perseverance of the students have 
ensured that we have steered our way successfully over all of the obstacles and hurdles that have been 
laid in front of us. It is this consistency and collegiality that make this such a special community and will 
ensure that we will always thrive in the future, no matter what. The smiles we have seen coming down 
the drive again in recent weeks, the kind words and the messages of encouragement from you all have 
been a key ingredient in ensuring that we keep going and strive to facilitate a successful return to school 
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for all students. Thank you, from the bottom of my heart. It is a pleasure and privilege to lead such a 
wonderful school, even in the most trying of circumstances! 
I wish you all a very happy and peaceful summer holiday when it finally comes. 
 
Onward and upward! 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 
 


