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7th April 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

As ever, I trust that this communication finds you safe and well and enduring the restrictions to the best 
of your ability. It seems that every day we are tested with a new announcement, update or development 
that certainly tests our resolve and resilience in these trying times. The news of Boris Johnson is one 
such piece of news and the aim of me writing to you today is to hopefully provide reassurance and calm 
amongst the storm. 
 

Over the past few days, I have spoken to many colleagues and friends who have expressed a degree 
of exasperation at the new routines and ways of life that the Coronavirus outbreak has forced upon us. 
Only being allowed out for essential travel and or business, social distancing and the rigorous cleaning 
of hands and surfaces are all something which I suspect none of us ever expected to have to adhere 
to for such a prolonged period of time. Added to that, there is the new world of home learning. Whilst 
we as a school are doing all we can to support your child, we also do not forget the strain this can 
naturally cause for the normal family routine. We recognise that some students might query the validity 
of doing the tasks set and in particular the frustration and potential anger of Year 11 students at not 
having the chance to sit their exams, attend The Prom and leave in the true style they deserve. 
 

So I hope I offer solace when I say that this will pass!!! There will be a time when we are back at 
school and the work that has been done at home will help to ensure that the catch up is not so daunting. 
There will be a time when Year 11 students have the grades they deserve and are embarking excitedly 
on the next stage of their academic career. There will be a time when students can meet in the 
playground again and discuss this unique experience that we are living through, just as parents/carers 
will get together with teachers once again to discuss their child’s progress and well-being or to enjoy 
seeing them perform in one of the many Oakwood spectaculars! 
 

Surrey County Council also recognise the support required for families at this time. To this end, they 
have written to Parents and Carers with a list of links to suggested sites which may provide support in 
the current crisis. A copy of this letter can be found on our school website. 
 

From an Oakwood perspective, I would like to thank you all for the numerous communications of 
support and gratitude you have sent to the staff at the school. They go a long way to reassuring us all 
that we are hopefully getting it right, just as we are happy to answer any further queries when they 
arise. It is an honour to lead such a dedicated and caring group of colleagues who honestly do all they 
can for the benefit of your child. 
 

Today the sun is shining……there is a great deal to be positive about that shines out from Oakwood 
School. 
Onward and upward! 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 
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