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3rd April 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I hope this finds you safe and well. It is strange to think that, as of yesterday, the school 
would normally have broken up for the Easter holidays. As has been clearly communicated 
and felt by all, however, is that these are far from normal times. As you are aware, the school 
will be remaining open throughout the holidays to support the families of keyworkers. Please 
refer to all of the previously circulated advice and guidance around Easter opening to ensure 
that these unusual arrangements for students and staff run as smoothly as possible. 
 
It has come to our notice that some individual students, particularly in KS3, are struggling to 
complete the work set online. Please be reassured that we do not want any students to 
become overwhelmed by this and only encourage them to undertake a proportionate amount 
of work, in line with their timetable. I will be contacting all staff today to thanks them for their 
efforts with the setting of work and to remind them to ensure that it is fully appropriate and 
accessible. We have, tried, as far as possible to respond to individual concerns and I hope 
that parents have been reassured by our attention to this. A legitimate query has been made 
as to whether we would consider virtual lessons/classrooms. This is something that the 
Senior Leadership Team of the school will discuss but needs careful consideration. There are 
many reports of such virtual learning platforms being hacked (unbelievably and sadly!) and 
thereby compromising the safeguarding of students and staff participating in the broadcast. 
This is naturally something we would strive to avoid at all costs and we wish to ensure that 
we can adopt any potential system as robustly and safely as possible before implementation. 
 
For any parents who do not have Internet access, please note the following arrangement 
from Mr Gladstone: 
 
Any students that do not have internet access and can therefore not access the work set by 
teachers to complete at home, can they please contact the school via either the email 
address homework@oakwood.surrey.sch.uk or if you do not have access to email ring at the 
following times; 
 
Year 10 - Monday 6th April between 9.30 am and 10.30 am 
Year 9 - Tuesday 7th April between 9.30 am and 10.30 am 
Year 8 - Wednesday 8th April between  9.30 am and 10.30 am 
Year 7 - Thursday  9th April between 9.30 am and 10.30 am 
 
A member of staff will then endeavour to print off any work required for you to collect from the 
school within 24 hours. 
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I would like to stress, that the Easter holiday period should, wherever possible, should be 
used and benefited from as just that….a holiday. To this end, students should not have to 
compete vast amounts of work over the next two weeks, but enjoy some rest and relaxation 
with their parents at this stressful time….much needed I am sure you would agree. I 
mentioned earlier the benefit of some educational activity such as reading a book, some 
written work or a bit of Maths, for example, but this should be a little and often….just enough 
to not get completely rusty! I should also stress that staff also need a break at this time so 
please allow time for communication to be responded to, unless you have a child who is 
attending school over the holiday period. 
 
The big news of the day has to be the announcement from Ofqual ref the awarding of 
exam grades in the summer. This is, of course of immediate relevance to Year 11 students 
and parents so I attach all of the information via the link below.  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/how-gcses-as-a-levels-will-be-awarded-in-summer-
2020 
 
There is a great deal of information contained within this announcement, but we can all be 
reassured that schools are being allowed to provide proper teacher assessment, based on 
their knowledge of individual students combined with assessment and work completed thus 
far. Obviously, the work completed and submitted by students during closure can also be 
considered, provided it is done with caution, so well done to all those of you who have. It is 
also stated that national trends and the school’s past performance will be taken into account. 
With Oakwood’s recent rise in standards and outcomes, this will hopefully place us in good 
stead. Overall, I wish to reassure you that I am heartened by what seems to be a rational and 
pragmatic approach from Ofqual. The Senior Leadership Team are already discussing how 
best we may implement this for the benefit of the students so please be confident that we will 
do everything in our power to support your child in getting the best outcomes that they 
deserve. 
 
Some parents have queried the validity of continuing with GCSE work at the current time. I 
have some sympathy with this and would advise the following. It is well worthwhile checking 
with your teachers whether there is anything they require from your child, should they be 
borderline between grades. An extra exam style question, submitted and marked, could still 
provide evidence that makes the difference between a 3 and a 4 (standard pass), for 
example. This will only be in a minority of cases/subjects, but I think it is worth being secure 
in the forecast. It is also worth maintaining some study in the subjects that your child is 
intending to study at College next year. To this end, we will be talking to teachers after Easter 
about potentially providing some transition work. I would also like to bring to your attention 
the following link from Reigate College’s Starting with Confidence leaflets, which support 
Year 11-12 transition with suggested reading material. 
 
https://www.reigate.ac.uk/?s=start+with+confidence 
 
East Surrey College are actively working to provide a range of activities to help young 
people’s transition to the wide range of vocational courses in Year 12. More details will 
follow. 
 
They are also continuing the application and 'interview' process for 2020/21 admissions 
which is going very well remotely with parent/carer involvement.  Applications still welcomed 
via the link to the ESC website below. 
https://www.esc.ac.uk/ 
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And finally, if I may, a message for all of our students…. 

 
I hope that that brings you all up to speed as far as I am currently able. I will, of course, keep 
in touch but please may I take this opportunity to wish you all (however strange it may feel!), 
a very safe and Happy Easter! 
 
Your sincerely, 
 

  
 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 
 

Dear students, 
 
I fully appreciate that this has to be a weird, scary and uncertain time for you all. It gives 
me an enormous sense of privilege to be your Headteacher during these tough times 
and to say that I am proud of you all would be an understatement. You have shown the 
strength and resilience that I have come to expect from Oakwood students and I know 
that I can rely on you all to do the right thing, to keep calm and carry on! You have 
shown the virtues and values of the 7Cs and that is what makes our school such a 
special community….well done!  
 
I really miss you all, particularly yesterday when we would have enjoyed a good old end 
of term celebration, a final assembly and another barnstorming performance from the 
Oakwood staff band. Sadly, I don’t have any bongo drums at home, but I was there 
mentally and in spirit! 
 
So….enjoy the Easter holidays, stay safe, well and sane and please avoid the 
temptation for social gatherings. Wash your hands and stay two meters apart if you are 
out at all. These are “mental” (as you would say) times indeed, but remember that you 
are very much the heartbeat of the local community and in particular, Oakwood School, 
so stay strong, support each other and be proud of that. Together we will come out of 
this bigger, better and stronger than ever before. 
 
Onward and upward! 
 
Mr Potten. 
 


