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1st April 2020 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
These are obviously worrying times as the increasingly rising statistics surrounding 
Coronavirus are published. I think that it is at times like these that we can all take solace from 
the great community that Oakwood School represents. So many actions of kindness and 
messages of support are being undertaken and shared and this is genuinely appreciated by 
all across the school community. I hope that the reassurance of updates from the school will 
continue to provide you with comfort and a sense of normality in these unparalleled times. 
 
Today we have received guidance and registration details to enable us to apply for vouchers 
to support families eligible for Free School Meals. We are in the process of registering for the 
scheme and hope to be able to contact all eligible families by the end of the week, subject to 
the huge national demand that will inevitably take place. Sadly, I have to remind 
parents/carers that there are people in society who like to take advantage of people in this 
current crisis. Please, therefore, guard against people online asking for personal or sensitive 
details, particularly around bank accounts. Please see the link below which refers to such e-
mail scams. 
 
https://www.schoolbusinessservices.co.uk/ict-beware-of-coronavirus-email-
scams/?utm_source=blog&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=post  
 
School continues to run smoothly for the few students that are attending. We have, this 
week, established a rota of volunteer staff who will be looking after students during the 
Easter holidays. As I mentioned earlier in the week, the provision will run Monday to Friday 
and will include Good Friday and Easter Monday bank holidays. I am very appreciative of the 
staff who have offered their support over the holidays. 
 
For the benefit of Year 11 parents, we still await a clear announcement from Ofqual 
regarding the awarding of exam grades this summer. Some people have asked whether 
students should carry on working in the meantime. In my opinion, whilst not wanting to 
overburden people with the need to submit lots of work, it is sensible to keep on top of things 
as I believe the teacher assessments and forecast will have a part to play in the final 
calculations and decisions. It is also important to “stay fresh” in the subjects that students are 
wishing to pursue at College and Higher Education. To this end, we hope that some Year 11 
to 12 transition units will soon be available for us to share with you. We will naturally keep 
you posted as soon as we know more. 
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In the meantime, please try and keep as much normality as possible. I hope you are all 
managing to get some down time, moments with your family and some much needed rest 
and relaxation. I think it would be unrealistic to pretend that there are no tough moments and 
that some days are not easier than others but please assures that there is one constant and 
that is the support and collegiality you can expect from Oakwood School.  
 
As ever, my thoughts and best wishes are with you. Onward and upward! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

  
 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 


