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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I sincerely hope that my latest missive continues to find you fit, well and managing to retain a sense of 
normality in the prolonged lockdown. Touching on that all important sense of normality is really where 
I would like to start. Before my wife left to go to work for the NHS this morning, we found ourselves 
deep in conversation about the uncertainty of things at the moment, having fallen into the trap yet again, 
of watching too much of the news. Questions abound, such as “Will lockdown be eased soon?” “When 
will schools return?” “Will we able to go to the parks freely again soon?” “Will the football season resume 
again soon or will it be cancelled?” All of these questions crave answers to reassure us, especially if 
they are positive!! And yet they do not seem to be forthcoming which naturally causes us a degree of 
discomfort and anxiety. However we, as a school community, should take heart of the reliable 
consistency with which the wheels of Oakwood School keep turning. This week has been yet another 
incredible busy one and I hope that when you read all that has been going on, even in lockdown, it will 
bring some well-deserved comfort to you and your families. 
 
At this time of uncertainty, I am delighted to attach the latest version of our Wellbeing bulletin, together 
with an update and details of the Jigsaw Surrey helpline should this be of use to you. Several 
stakeholders have commented how useful they are finding these bulletins and updates at this time due 
to the wealth of tips and support they contain. I am very grateful to Mr Easlick, Mrs Sherman and the 
Safeguarding Team for pulling all of this together. Please remember that communication at this time is 
vital so, if there is anything you need us to know about or support you with, please do not hesitate to 
make contact with relevant staff. 

 
Whilst on the topic of well-being, you may well have noticed that school closure has meant that we were 
not able to successfully conduct school vaccinations. Please, therefore, note the following 
announcement from our Student Services team…. 
  
Due to the school closure, we were unable to complete the Final School Booster vaccination 
programme for our Year 9 students, please be reassured that the School Nursing Team will schedule 
the vaccination catch up programme when the school reopens.  Additionally, we had Year 8 HPV 
vaccinations booked in for the end of May, these will also be rescheduled.  If you have a specific enquiry 
regarding this, please contact the immunisation team on fchc.immunisation.team@nhs.net 
  
I am delighted to say that our students have risen to the challenge of the Oakwood Independent Living 
task with aplomb. Always knowing that we could rely on them for their sense of Community, Collegiality 
and Challenge, they have sent in many entries and progress sheets so far to Ms Rushton. Judging by 
the wonderful pictures attached, I think she will have a difficult job to decide who is eventually worthy 
of the wonderful gift vouchers we will be awarding after 29 May. Keep the entries and completed task 
sheets coming in! Just by way of proof, I actually enjoyed making some Mars Bar brownies with my 
Year 9 son yesterday…not recommended for the waistline, but he would be lying if he said that not 
even he enjoyed himself! Naturally, they haven’t lasted long!! 
 
Another positive development this week is that staff at Oakwood School are actively exploring 
alternative ways of sending our students/your children positive messages of support and reassurance 
at this time. These are currently being developed/created in visual formats and we look forward to being 
able to send those out in the near future….watch this space! 
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The Oakwood drive to support the NHS continues apace. You will no doubt have seen the tweets from 
the school regarding the donations of goggles, gloves and the making of bags for scrubs and 
headbands for NHS workers. I hope you have had the opportunity to admire the fantastic “Thank you 
NHS” banner, proudly placed at the front of the school. Most recently, the Design Technology faculty 
have been making more visors for NHS workers and pictures of those are attached. I can inform you 
that across Surrey, schools have donated 8500 items of PPE to 17 hospitals, 5 hospices, 14 medical 
centres, hubs and community hospitals and 7 care homes. Oakwood School should be rightfully proud 
of its support for that initiative and long may it continue. 

 
And finally, I would like to take the opportunity to say farewell to and thank Cathy Snowball, a stalwart 
of the Oakwood PTA, and her family as they embark on their re-location to Broadstone in Dorset. I 
spoke to Cathy this morning and, sensibly, they have brought the move forward to allow them to get 
settled during the lockdown. As you will no doubt be aware, the Oakwood PTA have done a huge 
amount in recent years to provide events for the school community, raise funds for the students of the 
school and support the well-being of staff. Cathy has been hugely influential in all of this so we would 
like to wish her and the family well and good luck in their new ventures….they will be much missed. 
 
In, by now, time-honoured fashion, it only remains for me to say stay safe, stay well and thank you. 
Your continued support is invaluable to myself and my colleagues in ensuring we strive to deliver the 
usual high quality service from Oakwood School. Writing these updates to you is both energising and 
reassuring and I really appreciate all the positive comments that we have received by way of return. I 
look forward to writing to you again soon but, for now, it is time to go and make my son some brunch! 
 
Onward and upward, with all the usual positive thoughts and best wishes. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 
 
 


