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23rd February 2021 
 
Good Afternoon 
 
In preparation for the return of pupils to school, from the 8th March as outlined in the Prime Minister’s statement 
yesterday, an important control in safely attending school is doing all we can to obstruct the transmission of 
Coronavirus. A range of measures assist this, including social distancing, ventilation of spaces, hand washing, 
isolation and testing of anyone with symptoms, and isolation for 10 days of anyone who has been in close 
contact with others confirmed positive for the virus.  But, with around one-third of people who are infected with 
Coronavirus being asymptomatic, this presents an additional unseen danger of infecting others. 
 
This becomes much safer if asymptomatic cases are identified, which is why regular rapid ‘lateral flow’ testing of 
students and staff has become available.   
 
We have been advised that Secondary schools should offer pupils 3 lateral flow tests on-site and that the 
testing and return of pupils can be phased during the first week to manage the number of pupils passing 
through the test site at any one time. Pupils will be allowed back into face to face education following their first 
negative result.  Further details on the timetable of our testing programme will be sent to you within the next 
couple of days. 
 
We will be offering these tests for all pupils, 3 to 5 days apart over the course of a two week period and have a 
fully operational test centre established within the right-hand gymnasium. Pupils will be self-administering the 
swabs (of the nose and throat) under supervision of a trained member of staff, with “booths” having been set up 
to provide a degree of privacy. These swabs are then processed, which takes around 30 minutes in total, and 
parents and students are informed of the result. If at any point your child tests positive they would immediately 
be told to isolate and must take a separate, further PCR test for confirmation.  Additional information is provided 
with this letter about the process. 
 
After an initial programme of 3 tests in school or college, students will be provided with two rapid tests to use 
each week at home. More information about this will follow, including a guide on how to process the tests. 
 
I am sure you will appreciate the logistical challenge this will bring, along with the administrative workload 
generated. It is for this reason that we previously sent out the attached consent forms and are very grateful for 
those who have already returned them. 
 
Please could we remind those who have yet to return the consent forms to do so by midday on Monday 1st 
March 2021 to allow us the time for registering tests for the pupils with a view to starting the process later in the 
week which will mean a swifter return to school for our pupils. We will be unable to test any pupils who have not 
returned a consent form.  
ALL forms to be returned to: studenttesting@oakwood.surrey.sch.uk 
 
As stated, further details on the testing timetable will be sent to you in due course. A letter with further details 
about the arrangements for full school re-opening will follow shortly. 
 
We thank you for your cooperation with this. 
 
Kind Regards 
Mrs H Mathews 
School Business Manager  
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