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4th January 2022 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

We hope you had a relaxing Christmas break and would like to wish you all a healthy Happy New 

Year. In line with recent national developments over the festive period, we wanted to bring your 

attention to a few changes made to COVD guidance in schools, following the rapid rise of the 

Omicron variant over the last few weeks. 

Isolation periods for positive cases 

The Department for Education has confirmed that those who have tested positive may finish their 

self-isolation on day 7 if they have negative lateral flow test results on days 6 and 7. This means that 

they would be able to come back into school on day 8. We have found the illustration below to be 

incredibly clear for this new process: 
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Face Coverings / Masks 

Following the recent announcement from the Department of Education regarding masks, we will now 

be making face coverings mandatory in class as well as in communal spaces unless your child is 

exempt. If you feel that your child is exempt from wearing a mask, then please send details to 

pchampion@oakwood.surrey.sch.uk to be placed on the exemption list. 

 

Testing 

We very much hope that conducting onsite asymptomatic testing at the start of term has helped our 

whole school community, particularly given the challenges seen obtaining lateral flow kits and PCR 

tests over recent weeks. We are trying our utmost to secure deliveries of lateral flow kits to distribute 

to students, to enable them to continue testing twice weekly at home. As soon as we receive these 

kits we will send them home. Please ensure your child maintains a regular testing routine at home of 

at least two tests per week, informing the school immediately of any positive results. It is important to 

allow the full time as per the instructions before reading the result and even a faint line should be 

treated as a positive result. 

You will undoubtedly be aware that much is still unknown about the prevalence and potential impact 

and disruption of the Omicron variant. Government review dates have been set for the near future 

and we will of course keep you up to date with any changes to future guidance. As ever, we really do 

appreciate your support and patience as we navigate our way through these tricky times. 

Onwards and upwards. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr S Potten 

Headteacher 
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