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18th June 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope this latest communication finds you all well and that all families are managing to keep apace of 
the ever shifting rules and guidance as we edge further and further into the easing of lockdown. I fully 
appreciate the sense of frustration that begins to set in as the lockdown restrictions are prolonged and 
I hope today to be able to provide a sense of optimism by articulating all that is happening to slowly 
grease the wheels of school re-opening, albeit partial for the time being. 
 
It has been wonderful to welcome back Year 10 students and their parents for face to face interviews, 
to support their home learning, over the past two days. We are collating a clear picture of how students 
are faring with home learning during lockdown and formulating resulting plans of how we may best 
continue to support them in the future. We have taken into account both teacher identification and 
parent request for subject specific appointments which will start in earnest next Wednesday. Letters 
will be sent out with appointment times and details of meetings will be sent out by the end of the week. 
We are clear in our drive to support student wellbeing during this difficult time. The interviews are the 
ideal vehicle for conveying to us any concerns you and your family may have so please continue to 
communicate these clearly so that we are best placed to support your child. 
 
I have been really pleased, and indeed grateful, for the overwhelming support we have had for the 
approach we are taking. Virtually all of the meetings have been positive, focussed, supportive and 
productive. I am fully aware that schools are taking different approaches as they re-open but I will 
always stand by the decision that our approach has been taken to not only ensure the safety of the 
school community as far as is possible, but also to provide a greater number of students with the 
quality support and contact that is necessary in all areas of the curriculum. This will clearly better 
support them for their chosen path of study as they proceed to further education in the future. 
 
Naturally, one size does not fit all and I have held several interesting conversations over the last two 
days around Zoom classrooms and the teaching of small groups etc etc. There is a slowly evolving 
recognition that policy has to be guided in at least some form by school leaders’ clear understanding of 
their individual school context. Whilst I have been clear, therefore, about what is appropriate and 
possible in the context of Oakwood School at the current time, I wish to once again re-iterate our 
commitment to providing the best possible learning resources, strategies and variety for your child. As 
previously mentioned, we are working hard to share the best practice of our staff to all areas of the 
curriculum. We know that several colleagues are using audio, visual and recorded clips to really good 
effect and this is something we are committed to further developing and disseminating in the coming 
weeks. I hope, therefore, that students will engage with all different approaches, rather than just those 
with which they are comfortable, to maximise their progress at this difficult time. 
 
Recent revised guidance (yet another update!!!) has encouraged schools to provide some much-
needed face to face meetings for other year groups, where practically possible. I am delighted to say 
that the programme we have adopted allows us to do this and therefore we are earnestly starting to 
plan a programme of meetings for Years 7-9, once the year 10 interviews are concluded. These 
meetings will take place in July, prior to the summer holidays and details will follow in due course. We 
very much look forward to seeing you all again, and hope that they are as productive as those held to 
date. 
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I would like to take the opportunity to send a message of support to year 11 Parents and Students. 
Under normal circumstances, this would have been an exciting time for you all that marks the conclusion 
of GCSE exams and exciting end of year events such as preparations for the prom, leavers’ hoodies 
and the yearbook. These are naturally far from normal circumstances and I would just like to stress that 
you are very much in our thoughts and certainly not forgotten. Teachers have been very busy in recent 
weeks submitting your final grades, the yearbook is well underway and we are discussing plans of how 
you can pick that up together with your hoodies. Though the prom is sadly cancelled this year, the 
promise of inviting you all to get together to celebrate your time at Oakwood remains very much in our 
planning, just as soon as we are clear about what we are allowed to do and to what extent. We are also 
discussing how best we may conduct results day this year and information regarding that will follow in 
due course. What is clear is that you are very much the class of 2020 and that will always have a unique 
place in our hearts. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can provide any further support in the 
build up to your preparations for college. 
 
Tomorrow, I will be delivering a virtual assembly to all of our pupils. I am really excited to have the 
opportunity to talk to you all and I hope that my message will very much remind you that the good ship 
Oakwood sails on and is very much here for you. 
 
And finally, I have great pleasure in attaching our latest Wellbeing Bulletin from Mr Easlick and the 
safeguarding team. You will notice that, on the last slide, you have been asked for student input for 
further editions, so we look forward to receiving your contributions. 
 
I think that is it for this week. Huge thanks to all of the parents who have shown their appreciation of 
the communication from the school during lockdown. It is a pleasure and a privilege, as ever, to be able 
to write to you all and to lead this truly great school community. 
 
Stay strong….onward and upward! 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Simon Potten 
Headteacher 
 


