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2nd July 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope that the latest of my weekly communications finds you all safe and managing to benefit in at 
least some part from the further easing of lockdown. I am sure that you would agree that to have greater 
freedom to see family and friends has been hugely appreciated. I write to you having just received news 
of the opening of a visitor centre at my disabled sister’s residential centre, up north, and I look forward 
enormously to supporting my mother in a trip to finally visit her! Reflecting on this development, I realise 
that I still feel very cautious, which is a natural consequence of the pandemic. And that is exactly how 
Oakwood will continue to operate….with due caution to ensure the safety of our wonderful community. 
 
This week, it has been fantastic to see so many Year 10 students returning to school for their subject 
specific interviews. They have been beneficial in providing 15 minute slots of 1:1 advice and guidance 
and are essential in ensuring that students have support in all subjects in preparation for the return to 
school and next year’s exams. It has also enabled us to get a clear picture of students who will require 
support after the inevitable stress and anxiety caused by lockdown. Having this knowledge is vital if we 
are to secure a successful full return for all in the future. We look forward to welcoming Years 7 to 9 
from next week. 
 
I have recently held some good conversations with parents about the approach we have taken with our 
Face to Face support for home learning. A burning question for some seems to be why we are not 
teaching core subjects in small groups like some other schools. As I have stated, our approach has 
been adopted to ensure access for students to all areas of the curriculum. Now that the Government 
guidance for September has been released and it is clarified that we will be able to teach all subjects 
and exams are highly likely to take place in all areas, I am heartened that this has been entirely the 
right decision. Other local schools are also following these procedures. 
 
Of even greater importance is Health and Safety. As you will be aware, we are obliged to produce and 
share a risk assessment for any activity we undertake regarding school re-opening. With the current 
Government guidelines and our school facilities, it has not been possible to produce one that is 
completely safe. Whilst I am aware and have been told that some other schools are teaching, it is worth 
noting that their facilities are somewhat more modern and spacious than ours. Even so, I have heard 
of at least two such schools nearby that have had identified cases of staff or students with COVID-19 
since re-opening. I hope that all would understand, therefore, that in the limited time we have been 
allowed to re-open by the Government, impact on academic progress would be minimal whilst the safety 
of all is paramount and a constant priority and something I wish to ensure. 
 
So let’s look to the future. Today the Government have released their guidance for full re-opening from 
September. A link to it can be found below. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-
outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 
 
Rather than inflict on you a complex interpretation of this 35 page document, I will be meeting with the 
Senior Leadership Team tomorrow morning to consider the implications and to continue to plan our 
actions in readiness for September. Further details and guidance, relevant to the context of Oakwood 
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school will therefore be sent to you in due course and I appreciate your patience and understanding of 
the enormity of the task ahead in making certain that our approach is exactly right. What is worth noting 
at this stage is the clear need for all students to adopt a sensible approach, follow instruction and adhere 
to guidance such as hand-washing and social distancing where practically possible. I am sure that I 
can count on your support with this in regularly enforcing these expectations and reminders with your 
child. 
 
The summer holidays are fast approaching. The Government have announced that schools are not 
expected to remain open during this period for Vulnerable and Keyworker children. I believe this is the 
right decision to allow all in the school community a much needed break and Oakwood School will 
therefore be closed. Details of our re-opening in September, as stated above, will be published in due 
course.  
 
I am pleased to announce that we, together with local organisations, are able to provide support for 
certain families over the holiday period. Please see attached details in the Make Lunch and School 
Holiday Meals flyer respectively, together with the explanation below:  
 
'The Make Lunch scheme takes place from 26 July until 30 August. If you need additional support at 
this time The Horley Baptist Church with Horley Food Bank and Make Lunch/Box of Hope are planning 
to offer home cooked hot takeaway meals for families during the summer holidays. The free meals 
need to be booked in advance and picked up from Horley Baptist Church. For more information please 
contact Gill at Horley Baptist Church on youth@horleybaptist.org.uk ' 
 
For those families, eligible for Free School Meals, the Department for Education have confirmed that 
pupils entitled to Free School Meals will receive a voucher for £90  for the Summer holiday period. In 
order to help budgeting for families, Oakwood will be sending this amount by way of three separate 
vouchers at the start of the holiday. If you have one pupil eligible you will receive 3 x £30 vouchers, if 
you have two pupils you will receive 3 x £60 vouchers, and so on. These will be provided by Edenred 
and sent in the manner in which you usually receive them. 
 
Also attached is our latest Wellbeing Bulletin, produced by Mr Easlick and the Safeguarding team, 
together with some advice and guidance around water safety. In the recent hot weather, a rise in the 
numbers of young people accessing open water has been noted and I would be grateful if you could 
remind your child/children of the need to stay safe. I am enormously grateful to colleagues who work 
tirelessly to pull all of the Wellbeing information together at this crucial time. 
 
And finally, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to all those parents who have expressed their 
appreciation, warmth and unwavering support in recent days. I am minded of the saying “The struggle 
you’re in today is developing the strength you need for tomorrow. Don’t give up!” Hearing and reading 
the kind words of encouragement, thanks and feeling the empathy of the vast majority of those that I 
have spoken or heard from is invaluable and serves to remind us all of why we do what we do….to 
provide for your child and see them thrive as they prepare for the next stages of their lives. And long 
may it continue! 
 
Onward and upward…..with my very best wishes, 
 

 
Simon Potten 
Headteacher   
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