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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope this finds you all safe and well. 
 
I am writing to let you know how school will continue to operate in the light of the Government 
announcement surrounding the easing of COVID restrictions on Thursday 24th February. 
Whilst we all understandably welcome the sense of some sort of return to normality (or at least 
the new normal), it is clear that this has to be carefully balanced with the considerable demands 
of allowing schools to remain open as fully as possible, whilst ensuring the safety of all 
stakeholders and minimising the potential for any further future outbreaks of COVID-19. 
 
The Prime Minister declared yesterday that there is a need to be compassionate and 
sympathetic to others to keep the virus at bay. He was also clear to point out that what was 
considered to be Government guidance is still considered to be good advice. The Association 
of School and College Leaders made the following observation… 
 
“Our concern is that the government’s living with COVID plan, and the lifting of virtually all 
control measures, does run the risk of causing a new wave of transmission and disruption in 
our schools and colleges. We hope that is not the case, but vigilance is important.  
 
“Schools and colleges have weathered a very tough half term with extremely high rates of pupil 
and staff absence caused by the virus, and they deserve enormous credit for all they have 
done to keep education going.” 
 
It is clear that the announcement of the phasing out of free testing presents a challenge to us 
all, one that is sharply felt in schools. Whilst the number of declared positive cases has dropped 
at Oakwood, the national rates of infection remain around 1 in 20, which would indicate that 
the amount of testing being done regularly and effectively is in decline. We still have a number 
within our school community who remain vulnerable to the virus and I am sure that we would 
all wish to be collegiate in ensuring that we do all we can to help them remain as safe as 
possible. 
 
In line with guidance from the DfE and Surrey County Council, the following measures at 
Oakwood School will be in place for the coming weeks: 
 

➢ Every student must still bring a face-covering with them to school. 
 

➢ Students should wear their face-coverings in communal areas where large numbers 
are gathered. This will include assemblies, the canteen, exam halls and certain corridor 
spaces, where space is restricted. Cooperation and courtesy in these areas will be 
expected, in line with our school values of the 7Cs. 
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➢ Where families are able to continue to test regularly, please continue to do so. Please 

liaise with the school if this is difficult for you. 
 

➢ Students and staff should stay at home if they are unwell – schools/settings 
should refuse entry to those that are symptomatic or unwell. 

➢ Have a PCR test if you have COVID-19 symptoms and stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people if you test positive for at least 5 full days and then 
continue to follow the guidance (tests will remain available until the end of March 
2022). 

➢ All of these continued measures will be reviewed at Easter, when hopefully we will hear 
further announcements and guidance for schools. 

 
I am deeply appreciative of your support in this matter. Having really struggled with high rates 
of absence amongst both staff and students prior to half-term, I am very keen to ensure that 
Oakwood School does not take a backward step in the light of these recent announcements. 
 
With all best wishes and thoughts. 
 
Onward and upward! 
 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 
 


