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11th May 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope this finds you safe and well and that you are starting to enjoy some of the greater freedom that 
go with the easing of lockdown as stipulated by the Government’s national roadmap. 
 
I wish to inform you of the measures that Oakwood School will be taking following the Prime Minister’s 
announcement on Monday 10th May 2021. As I am sure you will by now appreciate, the school has 
managed the pandemic situation well with the result that we have thankfully experienced relatively few 
cases of COVID-19 and have, therefore, been able to keep as many students in school for as long as 
possible.  
 
To this end, we will be following the Prime Minister’s advice to approach the easing of lockdown 
regulations with great caution and at a sensible pace. I am fully mindful that a significant number of the 
school community are still awaiting vaccinations as the programme rolls out and I am committed to 
ensuring that we adopt government advice in a manner that keeps the school and local community as 
safe as possible. 
 
Face coverings 
 
From Monday 17th May, it is no longer a government recommendation for pupils to wear face coverings 
in classrooms or communal areas. It is, however, recommended that face coverings should be 
considered for the safety of all in areas where social distancing is not possible. To this end, we will still 
require face coverings to be worn in corridors where students are moving around the school. This 
measure is to ensure the safety of students and staff in narrow corridors where it is impossible to avoid 
the temporary mixing of year group “bubbles”.   
 
Furthermore, given the wholly sensible and compliant approach of our students to the wearing of face 
coverings, they will remain optional for any student and member of staff that wishes to wear them in 
any area. The science still clearly supports the usefulness of face coverings in reducing the risk of 
transmission of the virus and it is, therefore, felt that these measures are proportionate in reducing the 
risk of outbreaks in the future which would lead to the reintroduction of face coverings and potential 
partial school closures. 
 
Measures within the classroom 
 
With the exception of enforcing the wearing of face coverings in class, all existing measures will remain 
in place. This means that students will remain facing the front of the class in seating plans and staff will 
maintain a 2 metre distance as well as teaching from the front of the class.  
 
Health and Safety 
 
All COVID-19 hygiene protocols will remain in place. That means that students should wash and 
sanitise their hands regularly, adhere to social distancing where possible and remain in their year group 
“bubbles” at the start of the day, break and lunchtimes. 
 
The one way system that we have adopted throughout the pandemic will remain in place.  
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Timings of the school day 
 
The staggered start and finish times will continue as a recommendation to keep large groups of students 
apart as they arrive and leave. Once Year 11 have finished their studies and transition activities with 
us, we will look to review the timings of the school day, from Monday June 14th 2021. Further information 
regarding this move will follow in due course.  
 
And finally, I hope that this latest set of guidance will be taken in the spirit in which it is intended. The 
school has managed the pandemic situation incredibly well and the students have clearly been pleased 
to be able to return to face to face education. It is imperative that we manage the easing of lockdown 
regulations in a measured and sensible fashion to ensure that we do not take any backwards steps. It 
is clear that the national picture of the numbers of school children having to self-isolate is increasing 
and we wish, therefore, to strive to ensure that this does not become the case at Oakwood School. 
 
Onward and upward! 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 


