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9th April 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carer, 
 
I hope that you and your family are enjoying a happy Easter break, in spite of the 
unseasonably cold weather. 
 
You will have noticed that in the last couple of days, the Department for Education have 
updated their guidance regarding the wearing of face coverings in educational 
establishments. A link to that guidance is included with this message, for your information 
below. 
 
In short, the recommendation is that face coverings should continue to be worn in 
classrooms and indoor communal areas, where social distancing is not practically possible. 
This is now set to be reviewed on 17th May at the earliest and, with this in mind, Oakwood 
School will maintain the policy of wearing face coverings in classrooms and indoor communal 
spaces after the Easter holidays. 
 
Face coverings in education guidance (publishing.service.gov.uk) 
 
Prior to the break, we noticed an increasing number of students coming to school without 
their face covering. Naturally, this can be disruptive to their learning, as well as potentially 
compromising the safety and wellbeing of the school community. Please, therefore, ensure 
that your child is equipped with an appropriate face covering, and ideally a spare one, for the 
whole school day. We wish to avoid the situation where, when students persistently forget 
their face coverings, then alternative arrangements for their education have to be made or 
they may well be sent home to get one. 
 
I fully appreciate that this is not ideal and we all long for the time when the “roadmap” is 
complete and we can enjoy greater freedoms. However, it is worth remembering that the 
systems deployed by the school to date have been incredibly successful in limiting the 
transmission of the COVID-19 virus and I am sure that I can count on the support of parents 
in keeping it this way.  
 
On another note, I regret to have to inform you that we are experiencing a growing number of 
young people coming on site when school is closed. This clearly constitutes trespassing and, 
in the worst cases, youths have climbed onto rooves, causing some damage and 
endangering their own safety. We have already identified some individuals via our CCTV 
system and will be passing these names to the police, as well as asking them to undertake 
regular patrols of the school site. Please support us in maintaining site safety by ensuring a 
clear message is given to all not to come onto the school site during times of school closure. 
Thank you. 
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Please enjoy the rest of the Easter break and I look forward to supporting your child in a 
successful and safe return to school on 19th April. 
 
With all good wishes….onward and upward! 
 
Your sincerely, 
 

  
 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 


