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5th March 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
We are really excited to be welcoming all students back on Monday morning. Please refer to the attached 
timings of the school day to ensure your child arrives at school at the correct time. Next week is Week B. Please 
also read the attached letter from Surrey County Council. 
 
At the end of our first week of our testing programme, using lateral Flow Devices, I am delighted to be able to 
report to you that it has been a huge success. To date, we have tested Years 10 and 11 and I am delighted to 
be able to inform you that we have had over 80% of consent forms returned across the whole school. The 
process has been expertly handled by trained professionals from within the school community and I would like 
to thank parents for their support for this venture as we strive to ensure that the Oakwood School is as safe as 
possible in readiness for full school return. It is clear that it is helping to reassure and settle our wonderful 
students. 
 
Following one or two queries that have been addressed to the school regarding the wearing of face coverings in 
class, I wish to clarify the school position on this issue from the 8th March onwards until the Easter holidays, 
when we are told that the Government advice will be reviewed along with the potential Phase 2 of the Prime 
Minister’s easing on national restrictions.   The Government currently "strongly recommends" the wearing of 
face masks in secondary school classrooms where social distancing cannot be maintained, but it is not 
compulsory. They also state "No pupil or student should be denied education on the grounds that they are not 
wearing a face covering”. Naturally, there is a current move, therefore, to get the Government to issue more 
robust and clear guidance. In the meantime, schools are being asked to operate in the best way that they can. I 
would, therefore, like to clarify the following points to ensure that everybody is aware of Oakwood School’s 
approach to this issue: 
 

 Students will be strongly encouraged to wear face coverings in class from Monday 8th March up until 
the Easter holidays when the policy can be reviewed. This is a government led suggestion and is, 
therefore, a recommendation from SAGE and Public Health England. The recommendation comes 
against a backdrop of numbers of COVID infections that are still stubbornly high. The attached Surrey 
CC letter states that face coverings should be worn. 

 All Risk Assessments and safety protocols that the school has put in place to date have been very 
successful in that, thankfully, we have limited the number of COVID infections in the school community 
and prevented a mass outbreak. We would obviously wish to do all we can to keep it that way and fully 
play our part in keeping all residents in the local community as safe as possible. 

 Keyworker and Vulnerable students have been required to wear face coverings in class in most 
situations throughout lockdown. 

 This approach follows numerous lengthy meetings with other Secondary Headteachers and I can 
confirm that it is being followed by Secondary schools in South East Surrey and Crawley. 

 We fully recognise the right of all students to an education, regardless of whether they have a face 
covering or not. To this end, please ensure that the school has your child’s details if they are exempt 
from wearing a face covering. The school will provide a limited supply of face coverings for those 
students who have difficulty in procuring one. 

 Students will not be expected to wear face coverings when they hinder learning or educational 
progress. They may, therefore, remove them safely and with the permission of their teacher, to 
undertake exercises that require clear communication or performance. 

 Students will be required to wear face coverings when moving around the school in corridors and 
internal communal spaces, as previously. 

 Face coverings will not be required for practical lessons outdoors. On days when students have PE 
lessons, students should have their face coverings for all other situations where they are required. 
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 Where practically possible, teachers will provide “breaks” in lessons to allow students to stretch and 

rest, socially distance, remove face coverings and get some space. 
 Students may wish to bring a spare face covering to school that can be worn to provide comfort should 

the first one become damp and uncomfortable. 
 Where students blatantly refuse to wear a face covering in class in spite of reasonable request and this 

results in compromising the wellbeing or learning of students and/or staff, they may well be removed to 
discuss the issue with senior staff in order to find an acceptable solution, so that they can continue with 
their learning alongside their peers as soon as practically possible. 

 
I fully appreciate that this is an issue that can polarise opinion. For every concern over the wearing of face 
coverings, we have several others concerned when they are not worn. I hope, therefore, that this pragmatic 
approach will be understood and taken by Parents/Carers in the spirit in which it is intended. Oakwood School 
remains fully committed to following the advice and guidance of professionals to ensure that we do all we can to 
maintain the safety of the school community and locality.  
 
If you’re a member of a household, childcare bubble or support bubble of a school pupil, college student or of a 
staff member, you can get twice-weekly symptom-free tests. 
The symptom-free tests for households are not available from schools or colleges. Households can use any 
testing offered by their employer, or book an appointment online at a symptom-free testing site, or collect a 
home-testing kit from a designated collection point, or if unable to travel to a site, order a kit online. You can 
find out more at surreycc.gov.uk/symptomfreecovidtesting.  
 
If your child or a household or bubble member develop COVID-19 symptoms, do not use symptom-free 
testing. Book a free test at gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or call 119.  
  
We all long for the day when restrictions are eased and we can start to enjoy life more freely once again. In the 
meantime, let’s do all we can to stay safe however uncomfortable that may be in the short term. I will, of course 
keep you update with developments and changes as soon as they are announced. 
 
Onward and upward! 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 
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