
What does it look like? 



English Language 

Paper 1 (50%)

English Language 

Paper 2 (50%) 

English Literature 

Paper 1 (40%)

English Literature 

Paper 2 (60%)

Reading Section x 4 

questions (40 marks)

Reading Section x 4 

questions (40 marks)

‘Macbeth’ (34 marks) ‘An Inspector Calls’ 

(34 marks) 

Writing Section x 1 

question (40 marks) 

Writing Section x 1 

question (40 marks) 

‘A Christmas Carol’ 

(30 marks) 

Power and Conflict 

Poetry (30 marks)

Unseen Poetry (32 

marks) 



English Literature

English Language

CGP provide the best 

revision guides and 

workbooks for the English 

GCSE AQA curriculum.  

They can all be ordered 

via the School Shop.  



▪ Mr Bruff - You Tube

▪ Seneca Learning

▪ GCSE - BBC Bitesize

▪ AQA | GCSE | English Language | Assessment resources

When watching Mr Bruff, 

students should ensure they 

make notes while watching.   

This could involve watching 

the video twice:  once to 

listen, once to listen and 

make notes.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/assessment-resources


Re-Reading the Texts

One of THE most helpful forms of revision for the Literature exam is for students to re-read the texts they have studied.  

Clear knowledge of the text is one of THE most important elements to achieving in the English Literature exam.  



Mind-Maps 

A great way to re-read and 
condense their notes from their 
exercise books. 

Students can mind map:  

- Characters 

- Themes 

- Quote collecting

- Techniques 

- Events/Timelines 

- Context



Flash Cards 

A fantastic way to help them 
memorise and learn information.  
Can easily fit into bags on a day 
out for quick access to revision.  

Flashcards can be used for:  

- Analysing quotes for techniques 

- Themes and suitable quotes.

- Listing key quotes to learn by 
heart. 

- Events/Timelines. 

- Context.   

- General overviews of poems.  

- Creating Question and Answer 
prompts.   

(88) How to... Use Flashcards for Revision - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afThJNpscZA


Poetry 

Students should have poetry 
anthologies full of notes that they have 
made in their lessons since Year 9.   

A great way to develop their 
understanding of the poems they have 
studied, is to revisit them.   

Students could: 

- Print off blank copies of the poem 
and re-write their notes.  

- Read and memorise their poetry 
notes and then see what they can 
recreate/remember on a blank copy.   

- Link the poems by theme/content 
and create Venn diagrams to practice 
comparing poems. 



Methods/Techniques 

One of the main critical knowledge 
areas that students need to revise is 
their ability to recognise specific 
methods/techniques.  

This will help them analyse texts in 
both their Language and their 
Literature exams.  

Students could: 

- Research word classes:  what are they 
and what are examples of each?

- Research language features: what are 
they and what are examples of each?

- Research sentence forms:  what are 
they are what are examples of each?  

- Use AQA past papers to practice 
identifying examples in the texts.  



Extended Writing: 

On both language papers, students have a 40 
mark writing question.  They are expected to 
write approximately 1.5-2 sides of A4. They 
are also expected to plan their answer.   

Students could: 

- Use AQA English Language past papers to 
practice planning Question 5 responses.   

- Set a timer for 10 minutes for their planning.  

- Set a timer for 30 minutes for them to turn 
their plan into a response.  

- Highlight where they have used:  

- Varied Punctuation 

- DAFORREST techniques



Timing: 

On both language papers, each question 
has a set amount of time that a student 
should spend on that particular question.  

Students could: 

- Use AQA English Language past papers 
to practice answering questions. 

- Set a timer for each question and see 
what they can achieve in that time.  

- Keep practicing!   

Don’t forget – they can ask their teacher to 
take a look at their work if they would like 
feedback.  

English Language Paper 1 

TIMINGS 

English Language Paper 2 

TIMINGS

Q1.  5 minutes Q1.  5 minutes 

Q2.  10 minutes Q2.  10 minutes 

Q3.  10 minutes Q3.  15 minutes 

Q4.  20 minutes Q4.  20 minutes

Q5.  40 minutes Q5.  40 minutes 



If you have any questions specific to your son/daughter, then please do not hesitate to contact their 

English teacher directly.  They will be more than happy to help.   


