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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Why Study History? 

History is a traditionally accepted academic qualification, well understood by both employers and colleges.  People 

with History qualifications are to be found working in a wide variety of occupations, including law, journalism, sales, 

advertising and marketing, and many forms of management and administration.  Historians may, perhaps 

surprisingly, but not uncommonly, be found in computing and accountancy, as well as in obvious areas like 

teaching and archive work.  History is valuable in its own right, but it also teaches a range of transferable literacy 

and analytical skills which will stand students in good stead for the future.  The chosen GCSE syllabus provides a 

very good basis for the study of A Level History at college. 

THE COURSE 

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the course.  

Paper 1: Understanding the modern world  

Paper 2: Shaping the nation 

One period study: America, 1920–1973: Opportunity and inequality 

This period study focuses on the development of the USA during a turbulent half 

century  

of change. It was a period of opportunity and inequality – when some Americans lived 

the  

'American Dream' whilst others grappled with the nightmare of poverty, discrimination  

and prejudice. Students will study the political, economic, social and cultural aspects of  

these two developments and the role ideas played in bringing about change. They will  

also look at the role of key individuals and groups in shaping change and the impact 

the  

developments had on them. 

· American people and the 'Boom' 

· Bust – Americans' experiences of the Depression and New Deal 

· Post-war America 

  

 

One thematic study: Britain: health and the people 

This thematic study will enable students to gain an understanding of how medicine and public health developed in 

Britain over a long period of time. It considers the causes, scale, nature and consequences of short and long term 

developments, their impact on British society and how they were related 

to the key features and characteristics of the periods during which they 

took place.  

Students will study the importance of the following factors:  

  

· War 

· Superstition and religion 

· Chance 

· Government 

· Communication 

· Science and technology 

· The role of the individual in encouraging or inhibiting change. 

  

We will focus on considering the following questions:  

· Why has there been progress in the health of the British people? 

· How and why has the pace and scale of medical development varied at different times? 

· What impact has medical progress had on people and society? 

· How and why have different factors been more important than others for individual medical developments? 

· What is the significance of key individuals or events in the history of medical development? 



One wider world depth study: Conflict and tension between East and West, 1945–1972 

  

This wider world depth study enables students to understand the complex and diverse interests of different states 

and individuals and the ideologies they represented. It focuses on the causes and events of the Cold War and 

seeks to show how and why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve the tensions which arose during 

the Cold War. This study also considers the role of key individuals and groups in shaping change and how they 

were affected by and influenced international relations. 

1. The origins of the Cold War 

2. The development of the Cold War 

3. Transformation of the Cold War 

  

In previous years we have taken groups of students on an optional weekend trip 

to Berlin to support their understanding of some of the central issues of the Cold 

War – this trip may be reinstated this year if possible. 

We have run this trip four times, and so far it has proved both an enjoyable and 

informative experience for staff and students alike. 

One British depth study including the historical environment: Elizabethan 

England, c1568–1603  

This option allows students to study in depth a specified period, the last 35 years 

of  

Elizabeth I's reign. The study will focus on major events of Elizabeth I’s reign  

considered from economic, religious, political, social and cultural standpoints,  

and will focus on the controversies and scandals of the day. 

1. Elizabeth's court and Parliament 

2. Life in Elizabethan times 

3. Troubles at home and abroad 

4. The historic environment of Elizabethan England 

Students will be examined on a specific site in depth. This site will be as specified and  

will be changed annually. The site will relate to Elizabethan England. The study of a site should enrich students ’ 

understanding of Elizabethan England. 

There is no requirement to visit the specified site. The site is selected by the exam board and changes every year. 

For example, in 2022, the historic site is Burghley’s Almshouse in Lincolnshire – your year group’s site will be 

released soon. 

Students should be able to identify key features of the specified site and understand their connection to the wider 

historical context of the specific historical period. Sites will also illuminate how people lived at the time, how they 

were governed and their beliefs and values. 

COURSEWORK / ASSESSMENT 

Departmental Advice 

For success at GCSE a commitment to hard work is essential.  All students will be expected to complete 

classwork and homework, and be proactive about seeing their teacher if they have difficulties or miss work. History 

is a literacy based subject and you should expect to write in detail both in lessons and in the final exams. Regular 

knowledge tests are completed in class so that revision is ongoing throughout the two year course. 

The course will be supported by textbooks. It is highly likely that students will be offered the opportunity to buy a 

textbook for Year 10 and another for Year 11. Having a course textbook will allow the students to complete work at 

home and study independently. They will be expected to bring this textbook to lessons.  

Further Advice 

Written Paper 1 

(Understanding the modern world) 

2 hour exam (Summer 2023) 

84 Marks - 

50% of total 

Section A – six compulsory questions (40 marks) 

Section B – four compulsory questions (40 marks) 

Plus 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and 

grammar 

Written Paper 2 

(Shaping the nation) 

2 hour exam (Summer 2023) 

84 Marks - 

50% of total 

Section A – four compulsory questions (40 marks) 

Section B – four compulsory questions (40 marks) 

Plus 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and 

grammar 


