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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I am writing to you again this morning to hopefully provide further reassurance and guidance regarding 
the challenging issue that is home learning. It has come to our attention that a number of comments 
have been made via Facebook and Social Media that the amount of work is unmanageable, too 
daunting and insufficiently time-lined. Questions have also been raised as to the potential viability of 
online classrooms. This appears to be particularly prevalent among the younger years. 
 
Can I first start by thanking the parents who have written messages of support for the efforts that staff 
are making during the COVID-19 crisis. I also appreciate parents that have contacted staff directly on 
the @oakwood e-mail address (as previously requested) as this is by far the better way to direct 
concerns to relevant staff to enlist the requisite support for your child. 
 
The difficulties and pressures of overseeing home learning for your child are certainly not 
underestimated. Many staff are having to juggle the pressures of working from home with supporting 
their own child with home learning for prolonged periods of the day. I myself, yesterday, saw first-hand 
how my own son (who is very conscientious) put himself under pressure to complete everything and I 
had to persuade him to take some down time. Our practices and procedures, therefore, are under 
constant review as to how best to support your child during the whole time that schools remain closed. 
We would all like nothing more than for schools to be able to resume business as usual so that we can 
get back to what we do best and that is support your child. 
 
The issue of virtual classrooms is complex. Many virtual platforms have been criticised for their lack of 
safeguarding in this area and this has subsequently compromised pupil safety. We will not risk that. We 
have an outstanding ICT support team at Oakwood and they are constantly reviewing the various online 
platforms to see which, if any, can be adopted for the benefit of the Oakwood learner. This will remain 
under constant review but we will not use anything that does not have robust safeguarding procedures, 
the perils of which are well-documented and reported. Virtual classrooms also only work for students 
who have complete ease of ICT access. Virtual lessons where siblings are sharing resources would be 
impossible and conducting lessons in this way would increase significantly the amount students were 
expected to be online. Parents will have noted the national coverage of families for whom ICT access 
is an issue and, of course, throughout this crisis, it is incumbent on us to ensure equity for all of our 
students as far as we possibly can. I am sure I can count on your support for the sentiment. 
 
Bearing all of this in my mind, I wish to reassure you of recent work that has been done to further 
support you and your child with home-learning, as well as re-iterating strategies and reminders for 
successful completion: 
  
Recent developments 

 No work at all will be set over half term. We hope this will give students some much needed 
down time and a chance to catch up if they feel they are behind. 

 The Oakwood Deal, teacher guidance, has been revised and re-distributed. Teachers will 
continue to be very clear in their instructions about how long to spend on tasks that have been 
set - making this as clear as possible.   

 We have discussed a reduction in amount being expected so that it does not appear 
overwhelming. This has been communicated to staff via The Oakwood Deal guidance and we 
will continue to monitor the amount being set together with the timelines. 
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 Staff at school are printing homework on a daily basis for those students who have difficulties 
with ICT access. 

 SLT are meeting this week to further discuss this issue to ensure we continue to strive to get it 
right. 

 
Reminders and strategies 

 No teacher wishes to overburden or bring any further stress to our students. Please remind 
them, therefore, that a little and often is perfect and they can communicate with their teacher 
through Show My Homework 

 Whatever work has been done can be submitted. We do not expect students to exceed the time 
suggested by teacher - of course not all students complete all work in lessons.  Submitting work 
should remove tasks from the list which we hope will relieve some of the pressure students may 
feel when seeing a long list of tasks. 

 You haven’t got to do it all! There will be no sanctions for the non-completion of home 
learning. Our desire is to simply keep students as fresh as possible, so that they are 
continuing with good work habits and subject skills to be able to transition back to in-school 
learning when we can safely re-open.  

 Follow your timetable, in terms of when you set about tasks. 
 Do not spend too long on your home learning, just as you wouldn’t on your homework during 

normal times. 
 Take breaks, mix up the routine and have time off….even days with no homework, just as you 

would at normal weekends. 
  
We realise this is not easy. We would all agree but will keep persevering to make it manageable and 
productive. As I have said, this issue will remain under constant review so that hopefully all Parents 
and Carers feel we are doing right by their child. 
 
With my very best wishes and hoping that you all remain safe and well. 
 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 
 


