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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

 

Why study Geography? Geography develops a whole range of skills and is 

regarded very highly in the education and business world. In 2015 it was 

declared as the ‘must have subject’ in a national newspaper with 

Geographers being the most employable of all graduates. 

The world is changing now faster than it has ever changed before and your 

ability to understand these changes will become very useful in helping you 

live your life sustainably and carry out the jobs you will do as adults. 

More people than ever are living in an urban environment and this is putting 

real pressure on the natural environment. The world population continues to grow relentlessly and this 

GCSE course explores this and many other themes.  

Studying Geography develops a whole range of transferable skills required in the complex world of 

employment today. 

Geographers can:     Geographers are:  

Make a concise report     Good communicators 

Handle data      Problem solvers   

Make decisions about an issue   Good team players 

Analyse material      Well rounded, flexible thinkers 
 

Geographical study promotes these qualities and provides a firm basis for life-long learning. 
   

THE COURSE 
 

This exciting course will cover a range of topics looking at issues locally, nationally and globally.   

Each paper is divided into 3 topics: 
 

Paper 1 – Global Geographical Issues   37.5% 
 

1.  Hazardous Earth 

a. The cause and impact of earthquakes and volcanoes on the planet and people through some cases 

studies of recent earthquake events. You study how they affect people and why the impacts vary in 

different parts of the world. 

b. An exploration of extreme weather events such as hurricanes, how they impact on different people 

around the globe and why they are becoming more frequent and more severe.  

c. An exploration of how and why the Earth’s climate has changed in the past, the current causes of 

climate change and the role humans are having in this, as well as a look at how we need to live 

more sustainably. 
 

2.  Development Dynamics 

An exploration of the causes and consequences of global inequality with an in depth study of an 
‘emerging’ country. India is the subject of a case study looking at inequality and opportunities in 
India and what its role might be on the world stage in the future. 
 

3.   Urbanisation 
An exploration of the causes and challenges of more people than ever choosing to live in urban 

environments. This section includes an in depth study of a megacity (Mumbai) and what it is like to 

live in urban environments, why some people are rich and some are poor and the impact of urban 

living on the planet.  



Paper 2 – UK Geographical Issues 37.5% 

1. UK’s evolving physical landscape 

a. An exploration of why the UK physical landscape is so varied. We look at the role rivers and coasts 
play in shaping our land. 

b. Case studies of coastal erosion and river flooding are studied in which we assess the impact of these 
events on people and the environment. 

2. The UK’s evolving Human Landscape 

a. An exploration of the human landscape of the UK, why places and people are changing and how this 
impacts on the urban and rural environment.  

b. We also look at London as a case study, exploring its development and why different areas are so 
very different. We also look at how and why different areas of London have changed in the past and 
continue to change today. 

3. Field trips  

You will go on two field trips as part of this course. Day 1 will be to undertake some research into how 

a coastline is being affected by human interference and the impact of this. Day 2 will be to an urban 

environment to explore how the quality of life varies so much within the same urban environment. 

  

Paper 3 – Making Geographical Decisions 25% 

1. People and the Biosphere  

This unit explores how humans interact and exploit the biosphere (the area that provides us with food 

and water) 

2. Forests under Threat  

This unit looks at the role forests play in supporting human existence and why we are cutting down so 

much forest and the impact of this. 

We focus on Tropical Rainforests and the Taiga (Boreal Forest).  

3.  Consuming Energy resources 

This unit looks at our insatiable desire for energy and what is happening to energy resources as well 

as new renewable energy sources for the future. 
 

Paper 3 is examined as a decision making exercise. You will answer short questions about each of 

these units before completing a long question using pieces of evidence presented to you in a resource 

booklet that relate to the 3 Paper 3 units. 
 

During the course you will complete a range of tasks including:  

discussion activities, group work, creating tasks, question tasks, graph work, data handling tasks, 

homework tasks and end of unit assessments.  
 

OTHER INFORMATION 
 

You need to show commitment if you are to get the most from 

this course as there is a lot of content and information that we 

have to go through. You are required, as part of the course, to 

make decisions and support these decisions with evidence 

studied in lessons. It is imperative that you adopt a positive 

attitude and engage fully with the tasks presented and become 

fully immersed in the lessons.  


